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E' S B A. y 

o F T H eI 

. Ancient ^W Prefent State 

OF . 

#T A M F O R E>. 

its Situation, Ercc^lion, Diflblution, and 
Recodification: Ancient and Prefent Sports^ En-^ 
dowments, Benefadions, Ghucches^ Monuments; 
and other Curiofities ; Monafieries, Colleges; 
Schools/and Hofpitals : Some Account pf a Mona-> 
ftick Life ; when the Monks firft appeared in the 
World ,• what Orders of them were fettled here,' 
and th^ Time of their coming -into England^ 

The whole gatliered from the beft printect A€Coiintsi 

astvell as Original MaMufcripts, particularly the Rcgift^rs of 

'Durham^ znArfeterhrough ; the Rolls in the Tow^r,.aad tne Gotmn. 

Library^ Old Writings belonging, to Browns Hojpitalj the Cor^ 

' f oration Books, Mr. Fofters Papers, Stevens s Supplement to Digdale's 

AioMflfticonj .and ntany other ,private Rcpofitories. 

By F R A N c I s Ho w G r av e* 

1 do love thefe Ancient Rmns. We never 
Tread on them, but we fet our Foot upon 
.. , Some Reverend Hiftory. Wcbfter.' 



■Quod mccum ignorat, folus vult fcire videri; Hsr. 



ST A M>ORD: 

Printed for Jdm Clarke at the Bible in CmiUl, hmim 5 and WtKam 
Thompfofh BookfeUcr in Stamf^iy if 26. ^ "^ 
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' tcF the Ridit HoncmraMe • 

Brmnh^ Eari of Exeter* 



."" a 



-1i^ 
-,^- 



MyLQRiy, 

IE Senfe of thofe many 
HcMiptir s, and Obligati- 
ons, this Corporation 
hath received from 
Your Lordflup's Noble Ance^ 
fkors, together with thofe, foi* 
which it is particularly indebt- . 
ed to Your Lordfhip, maka 
T every 
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^het)edicaUon. 

every Member of it naturaly 
beg Protedion from fo Noble 
a Patron. 

I therefore hope Your Lord^ 
fhip will excufe my Prefump- 
tion in (Jefiring Your Accep- 
tance of thefeParriculars, which 
relate to Stamford y fince You do 
the Corporation the Honour to 
be its Recorder. It is an Ho- 
ndur we Ihall ever highly Value: 
and Efteem, tcy have One fo 
Nobly, fo Anciently defcended, , 
prefide over us in the Ghair of 
tuftice > where no Favour i? ; 
ihbwn to the Mighty, nor any 
Oppreilion of the Poor.; 

This Corporation was fo (Qixr. 
fible of Your .promifing Yk- 
cues, that as fooii as evfer the 
Law would give leave, theii* 
Eyes were ready fix'd on Your 
Lordfliip,- to reprefcnt therairt . 

Parliamen|t€ 



■ ^he TfeMcatidd. 

Parliament. And what may not 
the World exped from Your 
LorcKhip; when Honour fo ear- 
ly fliirfd in You, and that, at a 
Time, when You w-as furround- 
ed with many Temptations to 
ieclipfe its Luftre. Large Poflef- 
fions, and great Revenues, join'd 
to that Great Title, You was jiifl 
arrived to, wou*d have beeri 
ftrong Inducements to moft 
Minds, to have run io mueh it^^ 
to the JPleafures of the Age, that 
few Inclinations, and lefi Time 
wou'd have been found, for the 
doing of Juflice. But Your Lord- 
fliip would not fufFer any thing 
to Biafs Your Honour, therefore 
laid afidethofe, unprofitable Sa- 
tisfadions, that You might afTure 
this Corporation, their In tereft 
was Your peculiar Gare, and the 
Noble and Honourable Qualities 
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* ■ * • • 

<>f Ypm: Ancdlors, defcended 
to You ^long with their Titles 
andEftate. 

Whilft therefore, there is any 
rbing of Gratitude left within 
our W^lkr it will always Qxo^ 
ic'iHf in Zeal for the ^t^^m/r^ 
which Noble Family we defire 
ipgy Eucref fe;, apd F^(^rifli> in 
^cupayl^tipg Wealth and tfor 
IHxws, till ther^ fhill arife i 
Greater ^i^/^^^ oj([ a.BpOT^ 
juftly R^own'd X^d'Trsa^urer~, 



Ttmr Lordfjifs 



Francis H(mgram{^ 



i 



THE' 

PR E F AGE 

IN the Yeac lyzi. iarge Propofak, werc;-ofei:c4i 
to the World, (xy the Reverend Mr. Brawff Pectin 
J. B. then. Curate of Kings-Qiffj^ in the Coiwafj. 
ef Korthampton, fdr the Prijiting hy^Stdfcriftioftf tiff, 
Htjlery and AnUjutities of the Toxm of Stjunftwd. The 
Auurance this Gentleman gave the World, that hisf 
BjOok was ready for the Prejsi prevailed \yith many tQ; 
givb hini fuch Encouragement) as. was fuitable to hu&. 
^eat Undertaking : His. Subfcribers at prelentleem^^ 
very, uneafy, at his Delaying bis Performance; which; 
h& .(aU, fiv« Yeats" ago was ready for the Prep, ' put 
tjpwev«r.'imj[mienc they, may feem to have the 
Hitey of 

^ The dear loifd Place of his Nativity t 

Sighs on- the Dea^ of Q Ame* P» 2? 

* 1^ mufi prmit him to aSedge, that it can . never* pre&« <« 
apjiear too late if it ke gpod} that^it will infaUiblybe^^^^^^' 
more corre^ i tbflf Horace bimfelf advifet bit Autbort 
to ieep their. Copier i at i^aft nine. Tears l/ylthemj tha% 
they my often, r-evife aud correii them} and.lafUy, thoP • 
• our. own Country it felf is net without a, Perfon of fomfi 
' y-: Figttre. novo livings who iept aPerformance of his (upoff 
^^if. the Death of. the late J^em Miry ) 'very neartHvici 
■ '^•'^- '"'. nine Tears by biifii beforehe thought fit- to fend, iti As 

A bfoad. 
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ii The Preface. 

broads ' Thefe are powerful Reafons why his Su&^ 
fcribers ihould lay afide their Uneafinefs j for if thej^ 
regard Antiquity, this elaborate Work will be niore 

fHifLofStam-^^^^^^^^ 4^ Veais hence : By which Time we may 
ford Bull-Run- hope he wiU have f leafed hiwfelfy and f think the 
Bin^s. p. i6. j^^,ij j^^^ Occafion for that curious Bundle of Manu- 

firipn committed to his Cafiody by his Grandmatber, 
which he may thenjadd to his Hiftbry, by Way of Ap- 
pendix, to mate it the more entertaining. Therefore that 
his Subfcribers may not be top prefling for his Work, 
before it is duely comSted ; I here offi'r this fmall 
Effayy to abate the Keennefs of their Defires, till this 
great Antiquary can provide a more ample Volume 
tor their Entertainment. ' ^ 

. This is one ReafonjWhy at this Time I have pub- 
Mh'd thisEJfayi but there is another yet behind, which 
is, the Price of his common Paper ^ being no lefs than 
30 s. few Perfons will have Inclinations to buy, or 
Leafure to read it. I therefore hope, it may not be 
judged unneceffary, to bring this Hiflory into a fmal- 
ler Compafs, provided it can be done, without any 
great Prejucfice to the (ante : How far I have now 
"fiicceeded, mull be fubmitted to the Judgment of the 
Reader. I can't but be of Opinion, with that great 
Hiflorian^ G/7ft^rf Burnet Bifhop of Saru??iy who in his 
Preface to his- Abridgement of the Hrftory of the Re- 
formation fays, *' Abridgements are generally hurt- 
*^ ful ; in them Men receive fuch a flight TiniSlure 
'^ of Knowledge, as only feeds Vanity, and furnifhes 
^* Difcourfe, but does not give fo clear a View of 
^* Things; nor fo folid an Inftrudion as may be had 
"in more copious Writings. *' I have therefore 
made it my peculiar Care to infert at large, every 
Thing I thouglit material, and rather entirely bmit- 

Foiio'p?opo- *^^ fuch Matters tis I thought were fnean and ttifling. 

j&is. ' You have here no ^ Stories raifed by Topijh Parties^ 

and 
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and the Preacher* s Repller made : No Petittm ofNt$fu 
hegging Pardon for askingPriijikget at KotofiiWith the 
j^oluthn of tbofo that flood excommmicatedi or 
firange Stories about a Chamel'Houfe ; which caa^j^. 
amount to no more, than, * / remember I heard /wy fordBSiSCS 
Grandfather faj, that be heard bis Father^s Man fa%^*> P 4, 
that he heard his Mafterfay, that he heard hit Grand: 
father fayy (jrc. ■ . ' 

TufisE Particulars are fo little material, that they 
are below this Hiftoiy, and could I prevail with my 
felf, to impofe fuch Stuff upon the Reader, it would 
make my Dedgns too voluminous : But the curious 
will find' all tnele Things, in. a Folio Edition now 
printing on large •Pap&r. Yet it is the Opinion, of the 
aforefaid Reverend Hiftorian, *' That it is a grievous 
^ Impofition on that Time, which ought to be em«> 
'' ployed to better Ufes, to draw out that, which 
" might be exprefj'd in few Words, to fuch a Length, 
« that it frights fome from the Study of Books which 
" might be of excellent Ufe, if they had not been 
** too voluminous; and oppreflfes the Patience of 
" thofe, who are refolved to acquire Knowledge ia 
" the moft laborious Methods. 

I affure the Reader^ I have ufed my utmoft En- 
deavours, to get fuch Accounts, as I thought I cquI4 
depend on j neither have I been fpariag of my own 
Time, in taking Surveys, to make it the more ufeful 
and entertaining ; and notwithftanding we are daily 
Morm'd from the News-Papers, that the. Mountains 
are mw in Labour to bring forth j there are fo many 
Records, both of the.Town,Hofpitals,and Monafteties 
deftroyed, I fear the Production at laft will be ridicu- 
Im Mus. 

I hope the Reader will pardon my taking Notice 
(in this Place) of the Ufage T have received from » 
the Reverend Mr, Peci ; fince I have no other Op- 

A » portunity 
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portunity of doing my felf Jaftice. When tbb IVotk 
was near ready for the Prels, I had the Favour of bis 
Company ;^en he was fo kind to advife me, not to 
toiedtfle with his Chara£kr:.l then gave him the greats 
eft Alforance, I would never mention bis ^4ame, but 
ati/kh. RefpeA, as one who l thought would d^rve 
it, from the Trouble he had been at, in making Col* 
k&ions of the Antiquities of his Native Place* But 
Wfew Days^^rto my great Surpriie, he fentme 
ibe followiiig Letter. 
'«Sir, 
-<< I am really concerned thereihoi^ l)e any Brea<^ 
V of Frieadfliip betwixt. us, but.(fince you'are fo re* 
** folutely^4>eat on that which you may depend upoa 
*• will do you no Service ) 1 beg JLeaye to remtpd 
** yottr that, as Reputation is a moft valuable FloweF> 
**'I will not fuffer mine to be blafted by any Body^ 
*' much leis fuch aChild in Antiquities as you are. 
** Therrfdre look well to your felt ; I am yet only 
" on the defenfive: But if you b^in the War, I 
** thiank'Godj I have both Money tofue, and a Pen 
^ to anfwer hiin who beipatters 
Aug, 1 2» 1726; Francis Peck.' 

It ailonjihd me very .much, to fee tiiis Letter 
$gn'd by one I had fo ortenc&%ed,(:tho' I darefay> 
he is genteel enough to forget it ) but itill was.deter- 
mined with my felf ftri^ to obferve his Dke^onst 
Ashe faidhe was mly on the defenfi'vet I little espe- 
€t^ to Have ieien in a publick News-Paper (and that 
in fo fliort a Titi^ as ten Days after ) a long Ad^^^■ 
i^fement, pont^onily fetung forth, his own Work 
and Abilities, ^ informing dhe World,. Thaf there 
was printing at Stamford, a forry Piece of one Mr. 
Suecher's, mbicb'wretci>ed Stuff was to be pah»*4 on 
tie World, under the Name of Antiqmties, For him, 

(who 
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(; who liad never feen one Line of this Work) to af^ 
\txx I intend to falm it on the Worlds is I think no 
other than genteely calling me a Cheat sand this is 
taking fuch a Liberty- with my Charader, as were lie 
not a Clergy^Man, would require a diflfertjnt Aiifwer 
tbaafrom^my Pen: But as that '^ Gentleman whoj^^^rfstam- 
kid the firft Foundation of Learning 4n him, aiid one nftS.^^ln 
of the greateft $:Criticks of the , Age, have not rfc^peS 
rfje Severities o£ his Peni I have the leXs Reafon <0 
tomplain y for when Gratitude cant- be a fi^ar^ ner 
Merit a Check to bis ill Nature, there is ,Reafon to , 
feai* a great Want of Chriftian Charity, ip him, which 
ought to be the, peculiar Chara^eriftick of every 
Gentleman in Holy Orders. 

As I was in perfedt Friend&ip with this gentle- 
man, vvhy fhouid he think I could fuflfer m,y felf tor 
6il upon his Charader ? pr why flioxrid he beimder 
ft) much Concern about the Flower of his Reputation ?' 
unlefs it be already fo much faded, it wont bear be- 
ing breatb'd upon. The.gauled Horfe indeed win- 
ces when he is touched ; but it is becaufe the Part is 
not found enoughs to bear being ^roaked bv the gent- 
left Hand« But leaft this vajuable Fbwer^ flipula ainy 
way befaded by my handling of it, I will leave it 
as I found ity and for what I found it^he may thank 
himfelf. 

It I am fuch a CMi in jhaiquitiei^ as he would 
have the World believe I am, he difcovers a chfldijk 
Fear, to be fo.uneafy at my publilhing a fraall EJfay; 
the CompoJition of a few Leifure Hours, and inten- 
ded only as a Foible, to fct off the Luftre of his 
much jgreafer Volume. His putting of it to feveral 
Prefles to hurry the Work out, leaft I fuppofe 
mine fliouki.get any Credit before his comes fortft, 
-would ( were I difpored to be vain ) induce .me to 
belieye» I was able as he told me, to blow him up Me 
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a Rat out of aLampbladBarrely ihe/l?itiquitxt( winch 
Entertainment, I hope, he will oblige us withal in his 
H^ory,fince it was a'Favotirite Diverfion with him in 
his Youth. 

I freely own my felf ^ Child in Antiquities ^ and de- 
foe to appear here ho otherwife, than one, who 
wifibes to fee the Hiftory oi Stamford brought to fom'e 
Degree of Perfedion, rather than think my felf-capa- 
ble of doing it. This has nor been the Labour often 
Tears y neither have I employed alt the Time I could 
[pare [from the Obligations of my Fundion^ in Searching 
for Records : 1 made it indeed my Entertainment, and 
entered into this Study, only to relieve my Thoughts, 
when wearied with Application to thofe, which were 
peculiar to my Calling : Therefore what ever Errors 
may appear in this Effay^ I don't doubt but the Men 
ofjLearningy Modtflyy and good Nature^ will candidly 
pafs them by. And if Mr. Peck had any Regard to 
his Chatadter, as an Antiquary^ it would have indu- 
ced him, to have alfifted my Youth, rather than at- 
tempt to expofe hiy Defires to pleafe. 

It is indeed my Misfortune, not to be honpui:ed 
with the Acquaintance of thofe Gentlemen, Who bear 
ifo ^great a Character in Antiquity, as this prefixing their 
Names will make any Work valuable: They are |)at'- 
ticularlyefteem'd,for their Readinefs toaflift any Work, 
they think may be ferviceable to the World, and va- 
lue not any Coft of Time, or Money, fo they can ob- 
lige thofe^ that are making CoHedions: '( Thefe are 
Civilities, I datt :fay Mr. Peci will never be guiky 
of) And indeed this cannot be verify 'd in any 
Thing more/thin fo many great Perfons (Mr. Peck 
fays) have affifted his Work,' after he had given them 
a Specimen of his Abilities, by Publifliinjg the Hiflory 
of the Staniford BullRunmngs \-a forry Piece compofed 
offuch wretched 5if/^ that one would think the Au- 
, thorl 
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tbory hid never, conversed with any one above a 
Barber or a Fidler. 

Where by himfelfj bis CharaSler is JhoWHy 
And be fujjiciently bis own Lampoon. 

And yet the World received that candidly froin .' 
his Hands, becaufe they knew he was then a Child : • 
in Antiquities. 

But he has lately given us fuch great Encomiums : 
both ofhimfelf, and his Hiftory, that I don't doubt, : 
but he hasnowacconrpliflied that difficult Patt^the pleafi 
ing bimfelfi (ince he long fince declared^ he thought 
hi could eafilj pfeafe the Jvbrld. 

As I have received the Favour of his Advice ; that I \ 
may not be wanting in any Civility to him, I will 
ncJw return the Compliment; which I hope will con- 
vince him» I am not on any Account defirous to 
make a Breach of Friendjhip betwixt us : And therefore^ ! 
Ihall advife him, when he thinks the jVorld may hceve 
Occafionfor bis HJfiory^ he will publifh it without be- 
ing guilty of Pedantry : That is he won't make Ufe ^ 
of low and fnean Ways of Speech, *^/ damnably afraid ^^xHo^stm^ 
lifi'ning lileaSowinthePeafe,Uob-Nalijh,BeU, Billows, SSt"? 
andTipJiaff: That he won't too much contradid Greats ^7* 
J^/Ieny upon /light Grounds; or be too affumingy and po^ 
fitive^ in what is not capable of being perfedly clear- 
ed; that he will fuffer other Perfons to have merit as 
v^ell ashimfelfj that he won't heap together Matter 
in Abundance y without Choice and Diftifiaion, and care* 
not how worthlefs it is, fo there be but enough of it ; 
that now his Reputation is growing bulky^ by the At^ ^ 
(iftance of fome great Friends, he will neither begin it ' 
with a Jefty nor end it with a Fable; that he will, if 
pofflbky obferve the Rules ofdvility^ and common De^ 
cency : For Pedantry in the Pen, is what Clownijhnefs k 
in Qnverfation^ it is written Ill-Breeding.. 

And 
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And none wtfe e^er'bj'tth Admiration nad^ 
But who biftde their Learning were- well breii 

RoCc Efi. on Trat^f^erfe* 

This iy cme* Fart of' rfw Cbara^er of. xPedant^ 
biit<as Ihwft (hie% bocn>wed:it, from the Honou- 
rable Mr. Bojffc's Worksj who when, he wrote tliis 
was a young Mati, I fear my Advice will be loft 
upon him j fince Mr. Peck*s good Nature^ will moff 
certainly call him, as much a Qaild in Leamingy as I 
am in Antiquity* 

I have been under a Neceifity of trefspaOkig upon 

my Reader's Patience thus much, fince Mr. Peck has 

€o fevereJly threatned me both with his Purfey and his 

Fen: My Friends,.! know will be under fome Cos- 

cecnibr:mev till Iccmvioce tbem> that the Gentleman 

hdd only Mvapc himielf in a Lyon's Skin, and in Hea- 

lity was not that terdble Creature he at firff appear^ 

to be : I find him Kb weak ^md unfair an Adveriaty, 

that as; great a Child &s I am, I jfhou'd be alhamed to, 

- cominoe our Dii^ute with fo much Ad^^tageJ. 

neidicr. can I anfwer it to. my fel^ to take up lo much 

,of^hisTime,wbich may more properly be employ^ 

in %2rir QUigatiom of iuf Funiiiom This Pre^eei,! 

thk^.wiilibe-.a\fuffieiem; Reply to every Thing he can ' 

«fcSeA"''offw^ Jn^fefe^iiwl^.efptciall^ fince I haSvef brought ■ ■ 

{g*'M«>pton itto^at mueh-Per^^ioji as Ibamebun able^ after tttfi' 

^'St. "^' nplReijiewst.gfiat Labour^ and iheutmoft A^ication 

t»'ffsoet it.. 

ii take thkh Ofrportuatey of returning my Thanks 
te:ay[l tHol«rG«oiueknfifl, who have aMed this Work 
by tiieir ciBdonii Informations, as well as thoTe, who 
omiged md vmth thnc Subfcr^tions, fox the PubliilN 
ing>of this;£|^>j.aod fbrthe Qpiak>n tfaey. bod of my 
Hbnefty, m delMf«a»Dg Matters of FaA as they qame 
to my Hand,. 

THE 
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THE 

ANTIQUITIES 

' AND " ■ ■ 

PRESENT STATE 

STAMFORD. 

' ' .1 " . • I I 

. CH A P. I. 

^he jeverdl appellations^ Rmdation, SitUh 

at ion, and Form o/" Stamford; with 

the Endlion and Difolution of the Vm- 

' fverfities there. Together with an Ac- 

count of the New River, by whom made^ 

■ and the Advantages aripngfrom it. 



ICHOL AS Machiauet in his Hiftory of 
Horenccy lib. 5, tells us, all Kingdoms, 
Countries, Civil Sojcieties, and Com- 
mon-wealths, were at firft founded by 
War, and the Sword of the '^Soldiei: : 
It hath therefore (faith he) been obferved by Wife 

B Men, 
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M^) ^t Learning follows Arms, and in ail Places ■ 
i^ptMi Wirt before Philofophers. 

F64l WeM ^verned Armies being tired with^ Vidio* , 
ty,,lii6y will in Policy fettle tlie Study of good Laws 
ioA Religien, for the more firm Eftabliihment of 
what they have obtained by the^ Sword. . 

^Eneas the Trojan after Troy was taken, and 
ruin*d by the Greeisy by his Sword gained the Go* 
vtaimetit of Italy ^ and there fettled his Trejaft 
Penates according to that Religion he brought frotn 
[Troy. Brutur, the Grandchild of jEneas^ having 
accidentally - (lain his Fatlier PofthumiuJ'Sihiujy fled 
froni Jioly, anj{ arriving .here in this our liond of ' 
Great'Britaini -ful>dued thofe Giant-like People, 
which here then inhabitoJ « from whom, after many 

HofTr(2/tf»Stockii\a right Line defended Bladudi 
bum Stainfcvd, ci which I am now goin^ ^ 
I palhkular Accounti In Ancient Records it i$ 
%led with ieveral Appellations, as Stamford, ^Stan- . 
fordjZnd.Stafnpford, At that time £»g/a»^ was not 
divided into Shires or Counties, and fo continued till 
^t ^Mon Government, whofe King Alfred above 
800 Years ago for the better Adminiftraiion of Ju- 
ttkt, divided the fame into Counties, as it is at this 

m^'' ■ ..... 

♦.JStMBford. ^|jE Tfivm of *Stamford is Situated t^on the fiiitlicft 
Point Weft in the County of Lincoln, on the Con- 
fines of the Counties of Rutland and Northampton : 
And 'Staffpford-Baton adjoyning to it, is placed in a ^ 
very hpalthful, pleafant, and temperate Air, which 
JH M'PoriA thereof doth reprefent the Figure of a 
iib^iidnlr. It is watered on the South Parts with 
fhe Rivter Weland, xvhkh hath its C^iginal Spring 
b lihfc Coiin^oif Leicefter, towards the Weft, not • 
fer'!(^fti:'rffe To\)^fl of Harborougk From whence 
itttttnd&g h^ St^elini, flw drvid^ih by her Channel 
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m the begr5nii^.of fefsr iCoufife, clliedCowtifftllfi^' 
ceder and Northampton^ and before &)« CQii)«f J|C i^<illh 
fardy &e likewife divide»the Counties i^Rt&lan4\mA 
Northampton^ and then arriving there, Ihp 4ivi4<9th 
the Town from Stamf(^d-Baro9$ in the Coqpty c* 
NorthavipoM^ : A Place though pot (ubje^ to the <59^ . ^ :,^ 
vernment of Stamjrrd^ yet joyned to the fame in ^U ^• 

TaxeS) Subfidies, Fifteens, and other Payn^eots to the 
State amounting to the fifth Part of a full Mulct; h«« 
ihe pafling und^r a Bridge of five Arthfls, hol4s qe 
her Travel towards the Eaft, and makps .a. SfippKar 
tioa betwixt the Counties of Lincoln an4 Nprtham* 
ptonj till ftie comes to the Town of Qroylandi wlj*i;# 
ihe difcharges herfelf into the Fefins :of HMf^ 
ihence into the German Ocean. 

On the ly^h of June in the anoth 'Te(fr of tbf New ritci. 
•Reign of King James the i ft over Englandy and the 
jtb over Scotland : Letters Patents were granwd to the 
jUdermeny and Burgefjes of St(tfnfor4y upon an A/ft .of 
Parliament made the 2d of April in tlie ijth Year <jf 
tlie Reign ot Queen Elizabethy for niajcing the Ri- 
yer ^//i»^ Navigable, from Sta?nford ]in^ge to the , 
Sea. A Commimon under the Great-Seal wip like- 
wife granted to divers Perfpns of Quality^ aut^orizod 
cby the faid CommiHlon, and by Virtue of O^e (aid 
(Adi, to fnrvey the faid Eiver : Upon which Surveiy, 
•they gave Orders where the New Cut fhoiild begiib 
and all Places wliere it fhould be Cuty bet^epn SfUW^ 
jord Bridge, and Marhet-Deepingy and fo forwards to 
Spalding ; and like wife to make fuch Ijoc):^ and 
Sluces as ihould be judged convenient) and toitake a 
,Toll of 3d. at every fcich Ljoci or $lmey for evory 
Ton of Goods, which fliall pafc either by Boat or 
L^ter : The fame Grant gave them a Privilege 
,of Fifliing, in and upon the &id i\fea» River ; and 
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this Gttmr^ to be to tlie Aldermen and Burgeffes of 
Sfamfcrd for fever. 

ON^he 28th of April 166^. Anlcles of Agree- 
ment were made, between the Aldetmen and Bur- 
gejjes of Stamf&rdy and Daniel Wigwoe^ Gentleman, 
concerning the making the aforefaid River Naviga- 
ble. ^ 

And on the 2oih of September following, a 
Leafe was granted by the Town to Mx.Wigmorej 
of the faid River for fouricore Years, at the Rent of 
;i2d a Year, giving thereby the fame Privileges, 
and Liberties to Him for that Term of Years, as ^ 
was before granted to Them, by the aforefaid Aft 
of Parliament, and Letters Patents. 

This Nezv River was compleated by Mr. Wig- . 
morey and the Leafe came after>^ards into the 
Hands of Chafles Halford^ Efq; through his Mar- " 
riage with Mr. ?f7^;wr^'s Daughter. This Gentle- 
man defired to furrender the Leafe, and petitioned 
th6 Corporation, that in Confideration of the great - 
Bxpence Mr. Wigttiore had been at, to finilh this great 
Undertaking, they would grant him a new Leafe, 
with Power of renewing the fame every fourfcore 
Yfears, paying them for eveiy fuch L#afe 100 
PcHinds i which was granted. The Property of this 
River is now in the Hands of Mr. Feaft^ and fo 
• 'ttiuch IS the Navigation improyed, by the great In- 
creafe of Trade in the Town, that it brings in be- 
tween 2 and 300 Pounds yearly, exclufive of all Ex- 
pencfcs. 

' This Town of Stamfordt^ is of great Antiquity, 
and was built by Bladud^ a King of the Bntainsy . 
who reigned in England in the Year of the World's 
Creation 306^, and came from Athens before the 
BirtkorChrift 8^3 Years. This King was a great 
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Philofopher, and brought from Athens with hgmi four 
^^ilofophers, and placid them at Stamfardy and 
made Schools, • that they m^ht teach the Seven 
Liberal Sciences, in Imitation of the ancieni; Atbfr 
nian Schools ; fo that it fiouriihed in all manner of 
Heathenifh Learning, till the Time of King Lucius^ 
who* was the firft that embraced the Chriftian 
Faith, by the Preaching of Fugatius and DamianuSy 
fent hither into Britain by EleuibetiuSy then Biihop of 
Rome. And as before it was verv famoiis^ through- 
out the World, for the great Pronciency of Ethnick 
Learning, fo in that blefled Time, whtn England 
was firft enlightned with the glorious Beams of the 
Gofpel, it much more fiouriihed. with Learned, 
Holy, and Religious Men, who very devoutly 
taught the. Knowledge of the Chriftian Religion ; in- 
fomuch, that in fucceeding Times (according to the 
Devotion of thofe Times) in and about Stamfordy 
Eight Houfes of Religion, Thirteen Piirifli Churches, 
and Three Chapels, all of them in or near the fame 
Town were ereded, (as fliall hereafter in the proper 
Place be more particularly named ) the fame being 
furnilhed, with the learnedeft and graveft Men of 
that Age : The Fame of whofe Piety and Learning, 
caufed many of the Chriftian Princes and other 
Great Men, neighbouring upon the Ides qf Britain^ 
to fend their Sons and Friends hither, to be taught 
and educated by thofe pious Matters : Being thU5 
encouraged by Perfons of the greateft Qjiality, and 
Faihion, it (oon raifed the Name of thofe Schools to 
the Honour of an Univeifity. But as no Glory is 
permanent rn^ this tranfitory Life, fo in Time the 
Luftre of this bright fliining Taper of Fame began 
to wax dim, and to decline by tJhe foggy, and pefti- 
ierous Mtfts, of Herefy and Errors ; which caufed 
the Stamfordian Univerfity to be dififolved, by the 
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Dl$t»tfMtlid ItewTiiof. (Sr^t^y rbm Rii^Qp of fidwt^ 
feir the Uemff of Ai^rm^ in this Place, it may not 
he iiDproper lo give Ekewife an Accpum of its be- 
coming ah Umverficy a fccond Time. * lii Edward 
*Cambd(fi, the Third's Reign 1334. An Unjvej^fity for Libewl 
Brie. p.4<?3.Arts and Sciences was begun here, which the 
Inhabitants look upon as their greaieft Giory : For 
when the hot Contefts at Oxford broke out be-' 
tween the Students of the North and South, a great 
Number of them withdrew and fettled here. How- 
ever, a little after they return d to Oxf&rd^ and tlius 
/ foon put an End to this New Univerfity they had-fo 
lately begun ; yet, tliis was fufiicient to fulfil a 
former andenc Prop^cy, which followeth m thefe 

Words. 

Hcc ntagfmn ftudium qui nunc eft advadabou^fy 
, ' TempereffitHro ulebr^ifur W vada fax'u % . 

B^i/T what ever Deference we pay to Mr. NfaVs 

"Manulfc^lpt, which Cambden mentJ€>ns ; * fron^ the Cbt- 

.^mftances it feemspretty plain that it muft be of longer 

* p.47r. ©ate'than Eiiar^r//the jd^ For upon th4t Quarrel mei>- 

tiorfd by Mn Gw/ifc/w, which -iiappen'd between tlie 

'Soufhera artd Northern Scbolars, the latter came hi-. 

fther in November 1^35^ and ietiirn^d to Oxford 

^before 1334. So that ilieir Ihort Stay could not 

allow them any great Opportunims tor Ruilding. 

Upon this Seperation they petificined the King to 

put down this Acac^emie (as fP^od e%pre^Qih it, p. 

166.) ne HieUis etuditimis fiuenSMti exarejceret^ left the 

ancient Fouhttm rof Leamng jhould be dried up : In 

'purfuanceoiF which Hequei^ the King ordered a 

Proclan-ation to be publifli*d> ^requiriqg tfU Mafters 

and Scholars ftu dying at 5ir^»flf/^^ to wturn to Ox* 

ford^ under pain oi Confifcatron of Goods > nam no- 
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lumMs {inquit rex) fcholaf feu finHia alibi infra reg^ 
num ntfirum^ quajn i^ Ifitis libi uni'^erfitates nunc fufa^ 
aUqmliter teneri; and fartker, \o extirpajte this Aca- 
defliie^ O^ofd obliges every Candidate fef a Deigrte 
to fweatj, I$emy tu jurabi^ quod nm kefifi p^c ^tfdies 
Starufordiae tanqum in mrv^Jjtate dudia aut coUegio 
generali. But as there ace here ft ill the Remains of two 
Colleges, one cdYd Black-Hall^ and the ether 
B^azen^Nofe^ in the Gate whereof is a great Brazen* 
Nofe^ md^a Ring through it,, like that i^t Oxford; 
\is evideiit, that this did not take its Pattetn ^om 
Qxfordy but probably Oxford from it, bec^ufe Brazen^ . 
Nofe Gollege in Oxford^ was not built before: tho^^ 
Reign of Hemj the 7th, and thi« i? ii tei^ ^^^\<i ^« 
£^flP<ir^/ the 3d, or probably older. 

.As tbofe Students were recalled by the JCjng's 
Proclamation, it appears plain, that Stamford could 
notice an Univeruty without the Kings Jj^ive; 
vvhlcn is a full Proof, that it was Incorporated before 
that Time, as both Stow and Grafiim concur* The 
very flying of the Students in Edward the ^d?s 
Time mates this evident:^ For were there uot 
Colleges in fome meafure r*ady to receive thejM) 
any other Place n\|ght have been albouvenieht* 

Notwithstanding this Conteft, Stamford floucifli- 
«d forfome Time afterwards in Trade and M^rchafw 
dize, untill the unhappy War broke out^ betwixt the 
two Houfes of York and Lancajier, It was then 
taken by the Na||l|pn Soldiers, who burnt all the 
Houfes, and fo qpdeftroyed all things, that At 
could ne\rer fince recover, and cornet tip to^its form«er 
Glory ; tho' it is of late Years greajtlyim|>ro/d/ and 
made die bed Town in the County/ 
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CHAP. II. 
Stamford ruined by the Danes, re-built^ 
and the Bridge over Wcland built by Ha- 
rold theJecpndSon of King Canute ; the^ 
Cafile and WaHs, built by Edmund Iron- 
fide, a Saxon Kingy ivith the Names 
of the GateSy the Names and Vfes of the 
fyatch'Towersy the Situation of the CafiUy 
the Number of Streets^ and Ldnesy with 
the Conduits and Welis which Water the 
Town ; alio an Account of the prejent 
[ Water-Works, Together ivith the Cmrches 
in and about the fame. 

ABOUT the Year of Christ loi^, Canute King 
of Detmiiri invaded England wk^ a potent Ar- 
my, and ramoiigft other, of his Spoils and |lapines.laid 
wafte the Town of Stamfotd ,• which not long afterj 
was by Harold his Son and Succeffor re-buih ; 
and a Bridge of Stone built ovtfr the River Iceland, 
heading into Stamford-Baron, it had- neither. Qftle 
not Walls, till the time of Edmund hohfidey a 
Stmm King, about 60 Years before the .Norman 
Conqueft ; who built the Caftle,.. and compafled the - 
Town with a Wall of Stone of a confider'able height^, 
for the better Defence againft the Danet Invafion. 
This Wall had upon it, fiv^-ftrong and (lately Watch- 
Tower§ : Two toward the Water- fide, for a Defence . 
againfl the Enemy towards the South ,• the one is 
call'd Beesforti the other Holm-lower : The otiier 
three are towards the Eaft, North, and Weft ,• call'd 
Carpe-l'ower^ White-Tower, and North Bulwurh 
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The Walls have in them five principal Gates i 
Feter-Gate on the Weft, St, Otjuenfi-Gate on ^^^ 



North ; pa^uUGate^ and St. Georges-Gate toward tli* 
Eaft, z,vd i\i^:BYidge'Gate toward the South, To 
,thefe may be added a fixth ftanding North-Eaft, 
called the New-Gate : But made Joijg iince the 
ancient Gates were ereded. Aif the reft appearing 
to have Slips or ftrong Port-CulJifTes ; which the 
New-Gate wanteth. Befides, there is toward the 
South, two antient Poftern-Gates, which feera as 
antient as the Walls thepifeives : . The one joyniogtp 
the Bridgf'Gate i the other not far from St. (George s^ . 
Qaii^ leading into the Henter Meadows. 

The Caftle was fituated upon the Side t)f an Hill, 
which appeals fomewhat Artificial ; being caft up 
jound, and higher than the ordinary Degree ; ftand- 
ing South-Weftp toward the Middle of the Town, 
and faces the River with a pleafant Profpe^. 

MK.Cambden make^ mention. of another Caftle, 
Ibme time ftanding inStamfordBaronj for, fays he, 
p. 463. When King £^tt;^r^ the Elder fortified the 
Southern-Banks of the River, to hinder the Danijk 
Inroads from the North ; he built alfo on the 
5outh-Bank over-againft it a very ftrong Gti^le, 
calFd now Stanford- Bar on^ as Marianm has it# 
This was deftroyed in the War^ betwixt King 
Stephen and Henry the fecond : And indeed the very 
Buins of it are no where to be met with ; or give 
us the leaft Evidence where it ftood* Tho' the 
Book of Peterborough relates, that Eleanor^ the Wife 
of Edward the Firft, after the Conqueft (in the 
Place where the faid Caftle ftpod) erededa Houfe 
.of NunSy and endowed the fame with fair Polfe(fions> 
which being diffolved aniong many others, in the 
time of King Henry thetfighth ; the fame came in 
the Days of Queen Elizabeth into the Poffeflipn of 
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William Cecily Lord Baron of Burghley : And at this 
Day IS part of the Inheritance of his Pofterity in the 
noble Houfe of Exeter. 

Here have been thirteen Churches, viz. St. Mary\ 
St. John\ Clement's^ AlUSaintSy Peter\ Mary Byn^ 
"Weci^ jiift within Peter-Gate: The Place wheie it 
ftood 15 now caird the Chapel-Clc^e ; ' Chapel of 
Breadcrd% without the Weft End of the Town, \n the 
Parifli of St. Peter. St. Michael\ Paul% St. Andrew\ 
Holy Trinity y St. George's^' and St, Stephen\ juft out 
of St. Paul'f'Gate : And on the other fide of the 
;Water, St. Martin Sy All-Saintfy an^ the Chappelof 
Burgbleyy/m the Parilh of St. M^r//» : Where the 
Priorefs of St. Michael was obliged to find a Minifter. 
By an A6t of Parliament, I. of Edward VI. the Ordi-^ 
nary^ and Aldermen^ arid two more Juftices of tfte 
Peace, were impowerM to leffen the Number of 
the faid Churches, and Chapek : Which they did, 
and reduced them to five in Stamford^ and^ one in- 
Stanfford^-Baron^ according to that old Divifion of 
the Town into Wards, allowing a Church to eacA 
Ward- And fo left ftanding, St. Mary\ St. John\ 
All-Saint Sy St. Michaehy Su George's and St: Mar- 
tiri% in Stamjord-Baron : To which Vicarage^ Lord 
Treafurer Burghley,^ gave the Great Tythes. Sc 
PauCs was referved for a School -Houfe. Few 
of thefe have an Income competent to maitr- 
tain their Minifter. ' A thing which may feem 
very ftrange, when fixteen .Benefices are reduced 
to five or fix. And the Reafon may be the fame 
whidj, is given, for the Univerfities of Oxford and 
CamJridgey which have feveral Parifli Churches, and 
yet not any one of any competent Maintenance r 
Becaufe the Fellows of the feV*ral Colleges, da 
officiate in thofe feveral Cffires, for the better Exer- 
cife, and* Prattice of ^eir, Miniftry y as baving-their 
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chlefdft Maintenance from the Colleges? So the 
Monks, in this Place did officiate, in the feveral 
Parilhes, having their principal Maintenance from 
the Monafterys ,• which being diflblved, nioft 
■of thofe Parimes became united, ( Efpecially thofe 
that had atiy competent Maintenance to them ) 
for the Support of the future Miniftry, and 
thofe that had merely nothing v^ere totally ruith- 
ed. 

Thb Town hath in it to the Number of eleven^ 
fair Streets J and ten fmall Streets or Lanes,* well 
Ti^lcnilhed with Houfes. But in former Times (as 
appears by the Ruins of many antient BuUdings) it 
was much ,m0re Populous, tho' it is now very fully, 
inhabited. 

The Names of the Streets and Lxties are 
a» fbUowr , Peter-Hill , St. Mary's , • Pours, Sc 
Mivhmrsi So. George* s^ Oement-WU^ (where the 
Friday Market-Oofe (lands) CHpj-Hillj St. Marfs. 
Market-Street, M-HaliowsGaU; the BridgeStxeet, 
G«w«*f-Lane, JJftfr.Lame, Gotdfimth''&4Liae, Mmeffy' 
Lane, C&(»i»f-Lane, St. "T&o/Wtfj's-Lane, St. John's^ 
Lanej St Mflyy's-Lane, Cafik-Diie^ and Pillory-Nook^ 
where the White-Meat Market is kept. 

The Town is watered by two common Conduits; 
■'6iz, St.Michtt^s, and Pawl's Conduit : It hath four 
«)lttm«>a Wells, Ail-Hall&ws, Si.Georgis, Poole* 
WeMi and Qemnt-Vftl] : Thefe Conduits are fup^ 
ply'd by Leaden-Pipes which lie from a Conduit'head; 
beittg about twelvcfcore Yards without the Walls, 
tipon the N<Mthifeafr fyi the Town in the Com* 
imfOti-^Fit^ y and haR;h che Land next adjoyning 
tb- it for thfc Repairs both of the Spring and 
Conduit. To tbcfe we may add fome , common 
Pumps that were made for. the more Coitveni- 
ente of Wate^ > but thefe were deflroyed when 
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the Water-Works were finifhed : Tho* it is pU 
ty they were not continued, feeing they might' 
have been of lingular Service, when ever any acci- 
dent by Fire fliould happen; of which we have had 
a dreadful Jnftance this Year, 1726, in Scoifgate^ 
when in the fpace of two Hours a Fire confumed, 
in Corn^ }Ja>\ Imply men ts in Husbandry and Build^ ■ 
ings to the Value of 1000 1. And had not the Wind 
flood fo favourably, as to blow the Flames into the 
open Fields, the Town muft have been in thegreateft 
Danger. 

It the Year 16^7. Mr. Williavt Tarnold of St» 
Albans^ in the County ofHertfordy made Application 
10 the Corporation, to have leave to convey Water,- 
by Engines, and other Inftruments, from tne Riv«er 
to a Ceftern; which was to be ereded at the Market- 
Crofs, This was to be fo large as to furnifli the 
Town continually with Water. He readily bbtaih'd 
this Grant ; as one alfo from the Right Honourable 
the Earl of Stamford^ Lord of the Manour^ giving 
him the Ufe of the River, and leave to break up 
the Streets to lay down Pipes, for the Conveyance 
of the fame Water. The Executors of the faid Mr. 
Tamoldy fold^ the Reverfion to Mr. Wtlliam Feafit 
But he being dead, they are now in the Hands of ^is 
Brother's Widow, Lady Feaft. The aforefaid William 
Feafl finding, thefe Engines, by which the Water was 
raifed, very expenfive ; he propofed to convey it 
from a Spring at Wothorpe^ which is about a Mile 
from Stainford. This Spring lies fo high, that from 
a Natural Fall it is able to fupply plentifully any 
Part of the Town. And upon his petitioning, the 
Right Honourable ^ohn Earl of Exeter^ Father of 
this prefent Noble Earl ,• he had leave given him ; 
which will ever be- efteemM one of the . many 
Favours, that Honourable Family lias beilowed upon 
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this Town. The Town is therefore^ now very well 
fuppIyM with Water : And at proper Places there 
are Fire-Cocks fixM, that are capable of fuoplying a 
large Store of Water, when ever any Fire mall hap- 
pen, (o that there will now be no neceflity of break- 
ing the Ground to cut the main Pipes* 
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. C HAP. III. 

^ he ant tent Privileges^ and Owners ^ of the 
^ozvn of Stamp OKD. 

HENRY of Huntingdon * reckons this Town 
amongft the antient Cities of England : For he 
writing oF Wars, that were between Edmund ' 
Ironfidey a Saxon Km^^ and the D^w^ here in Eng- 
land^ fet« forth the fame in tfiefe Words : Edfmndus 
Hex ducem exercitum in illam partem Merciie qUiC 
Pa^nir. diu fubdita fueraty ufque nd latifjimum flumen 
liunAria belh fortes Dacos vicit;, et quinque Urber 
'oiSioriojus cepit ; Lincotniamj Licefiriam^ Stainfordiain^ 
Nottingham^ et Derby. .' After this Ingulphus re-, 
•*iv5^if. ports, f« tempore Gutiilmi primi ; that at Stamford 
there were Terms held, as there ate now at Wefl- 
minfter. Fof he wiiwig concn^ag a Suit there 
was between faon^ a& Abb6t dr Cr^ykmd^ and one 
jilfordusy who had formerly hoe^ jsl B«ftj£^elong- 
ing to that Abby ; and had cbe^^ iii6^(Sme of a 
great, Eftate, m Lands and Tene*r»ftts^ and claimed ' 
tnem as his own; Ingu^ihm hatft* thefe Words : Sed 
Cenforibw noflriSy femper cmbtd dicentibwy ille jura 
noftra fuffla'Vit^ et coram Regiis Juflitiariis fe pdlanr 
'verificaturum ipfa tenementa fua ejfe patrimonia cum 
muUa contentione promt/it: Et fie de Canobio nnftro 
procejjtt : Nobis etiam in didis tenementis corcjn Regiis 
miniftris calumniam ponentibus^ dies Juridicus apud ' 
Stafford datuseft. 
^ - ^^^ Gi;w^^ obferves "^ that this Town h built of 

^*^^* tough Stone, from which it has its^ Name: That it is a 
TowftMof >good Refort, and endpwed with divers 
^/ Privileges, and wall'd about: Paying Geld (as 
*Domefd^y-Book has it) for t^el^e Hundred and a 
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baif to the Army, and towardt the NtLixji tmd Dane-' 
geld i and had in it fix Wards, H&vtnden Annal, p. 
249. makes. mention of Stamford and Stamfortyhire, 
^being a County Town, before the Conqueft. ifoip 
p. 131. fays there was a Mint for coyning IVfoney in 
Stamford-Baron, in the Time of King Athelftan ; but 
this probably was fome Privilege granted to the 
Abbots of Peterborough ; for this is. that Parllh that's 
yilxhm JShrthamptonfloire ., and is within a diftind 
Liberty granted m the Abbots of f^erberough. 

The Rev. Mr. William Fofter obferves, that the 
Roman Way, that goes from Caftery near Teterbo- 
rpughy to Lincoln, crofles the River WeJand^ «tt the 
South Weft Comer of this Town, where theie is 
a Stony Ford, at the BottcMQ of a Place which they 
call the NttnS'Lane, .firom whence he makes no 
. doubt it took its firfl ^nd only Nam^ in the Saxon 
Language, Steanford, 

Thi antient Owners of this Town have been ma- 
ny, as I find by an Inquifition taken from the 
Wapentake, of Nejfe^ in the County of Lincoiu : 
But this is without Date. By the Oach o£ Raipb de 
f Wa^ey, Halph at Head, and others, who all fiiy 
upon their Oaths, that the Town of Stamford is but 
o^ the Barons or Knights Fees, and held in Capite of 
the King. It was in the Demefne of King Henry 
the ift. What ever belong'd to King John in 
\Stamford, he gave to Richard de Uttmetz to hold the . 
feme by Homage. But the Inquifition upon this 
Record faith, that they know not, that the feid 
Richard did any Service to the King ; unlefs he^was 
Conftable to the King. After, the Deaehof Webard 
de HumePz, William his Son and Hg'r held the fame; 
but at the taking the hqmfitioni U^liam.EulWarjren 
held the fame- at the Witt of KiDgi5afe»,. 
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aiaVS sti^ * The aforcfaid William de Humetz gaye cut of Iris 

forcT "Lordfliip to Henry de Grey in Service, one MelTuage 

in Stamford at 2d. Rent, which was furrendered to 

him by Stephen Baffet: and this is alienated, fays the 

Record. 

Richard de Humetz^ gave to Da'vid the Son of 
Sureny feven Acres of Land ; which Alexander his 
Son held by Service, which is alienated from the 
Demefne. But Inquifition knows not by what 
Service, the King alienated from Stamford ten 
Carucates, and half, to the Hofpital of St. Leper^ 
and two Acres to the Monks of St. Leonard in 
pure Almes, 

In the Town ofStamfordy beyond the Bridge (faith 
the Record in the County of Northafftpton) the 
Abbot of Peterkroughy holds ten Yards Land and a 
half of the King ,- with the Part of the Town of 
Stamford. But Inquifition cannot find by what Ser- 
vice the faid Abbot held the faid Lands : And they 
fay, ibit the faid Abboty had not given ; or alienated 
the fame, or any Part thereof. 

FuRTHEiv the faid Inquifition fays, that* beyond tlie 
Bridge is a certain Tenement, which at the time of 
the taking the faid hquifitiony was held of the King 
by Roger de Somery j which Tenement Gervace of 
Sarnack held of him, and the faid Gcrvace received 
yearly from the Tenants, of the fliid Roger 5 s. But 
they fay they are ignorant, what Service the faid Roger 
did to the King, for that Fee,- and fay that nothing of 
of it is alienated. 
* Stamford *^^ ^^^ Town of Statnfordy Nigrel de Lovetot held 
t;and held in in Capite of the King one Mill, with a Meffuage ; 
*^*^*^'- and the Monks of Groxton held the fame of him for 
^oSf a Year: And they lay they know nothing by 
what Service the faid Ntgrel held the fame. 

* ' Bertram 
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' Bemtum de Verdun held one MeflTuage (with the 
Appurtenances) of the King in Stamford y which . 
WUliam the Son of William held of (lim.^ And the 
fame William received yearly is. ^d. but they fay, 
they know not by what Service the faid Bertram 
held the fame. 

In the Town of Stajnford^ Thomas the Son of 
Efiace held of the King) Eight Mefiuag^s with' 
the Appurtenances, which* yield to him, --— -— 
but they know not by what Service they were 
.held. 

David Earl of Huntingdon^ held of the King in 
Stamford^ one MeflTuage, with the Appurtenances, 
which Achard de Sproxton held of the Earl. 

The faid Earl David held in Stamford^ a Tene-^ 
ment of the Burgejfesof Stamfordy which Sampfon 
Achard de Sproxton held in Free-Burgage, for one 
Penny Rent yearly 5 Lis. 

William de Lannat held, in chief of the King 
.fbdneen Meflfuages' in Free-Burgage, which yielded 
unto him yearly 9 s. id. but they know not 
what Service thQ kid JVilliam doth tor the fame, 
neither hath he given, or alienated th6 fan>e, or any 
Part thereof. 

The Abbot of Thorney held of the King in chief 
in Stamford ten Mefluages, which yielded unto him 
yearly 6 s. 8d. and the Jury ^are ignorant, hy what 
Service he held the fame, and fay, (hat he bath not 
^ienated the fame. 

The Frm and Monk of Durham held certain 
Tenements in Stamford^ which yielded to them 
yearly 14s. id. and they fay they were held in 
Free-Alms of the King by Charter, which they 
have. 

The Bretheren of the Hofpital of St. "^ohn^s of 
Jerufalem held in Stamford^ a certain Meffuage, with 

D the 
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the Appurtenanees, for which they recdvM yearly 
11?. which they held from Time taTkne of King 
Henry the Elder ; by the Gift of that Burroughs 
which they call JSiggot's Lambard, and they held 
-the fame from King to King, by the Charter which 
they have^ 

William Earl IVarren, gave and granted, in the 
'Lordfeip of Stamford to Jiplevt one Meffoage, with 
the Appurtenance in thePofleffion oiHtigb at Wut^i 
which yearly yeilded ad. Half-penny. 

The Pope having curfed King John, and intcr- 
iSiiS^dall Englandy he gave the fame to Lewk, the 
Thuphiney Son to Phitip King o( France , which 
Lewis made War vvith King John, and bad nigh 
beat him out of England. In which War the afore- 
faid H«;»^s, Owner of this Town, 'fided with the 
French againft his Sovereign. But Viftory at laft 
favouring the Englifh, King ^ohn confifcated all his 
Subjeds Lands, that had fided with the Enemies. 
Among which hie feized the Lands of flumets, and* 
gave them to WiUfom Earl Wiarreny along with the 
Caftle 'and Town of Stamford^ for the Lofs, which 
he had fuftain'd, in the faid Wars, by fidipg with the 
King. 

After the Death of William Earl Warren, Henry 
the Third feized the CaftJe and Town, and gave the 
hme to Prince Edward, the eldeft Son of the fald 
King, who poflefs'd it: But when he came to be King, 
he gave it again to ^ohn Earl Warren -, and John Earl 
Warren^ among other Things, gave the Caftle and 
.Town to the King back again after bis Deceafe. 

This Earl John died in the aift of Edward III; 
who was poflei&d of the faid Caftle and Town for 
Life, the Remainder to the King, as appears by the 
Inqukition upon the Tower Roll, taken after the 
Death ofthe iaid Jolm Zaxl Warren: After his 

Deceafe, 
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Deceafe, Edward III. gave the faid Gaftle and Town 
to William de Bohun, Earl of Ncvtbamptofty and to 
his Heirs-Male, and in default of foch idue, the 
Remainder t» the King. 

The (kid William Earl of Northampton died with- 
out Heirs-Male ; whereupon the Reverfion of the 
faid Caftle and Town did again return to the Crown, 
and fo continued to the Firft of Edward the Foiirth. 
This King by Letters Patents, bearing Date the firft 
of JtmSi gi'anted the fan\e Town and Caftle to his 
Mother Cicely^ Dqchefs of Torky for the Term of 
her Life, the Remainder to the King and his Heirs, 
after her Deceafe. This continued in the Ci;owtt 
till the Time of Queen Elizabeth; file granted them 
to Jf^lliofnCecily the BrOiLx>rdBurghiey, who was great 
in the Favour* of tliis Q.ueen, and an Honour tt>.hi&. 
Country j from him they descended to j^nnsy Daugh- 
ter and Coheir of William Earl of Exeter, who was 
married to Henry Grey, firft Earl of Stafnfordy .ad* 
vanced to that Dignity by King Charles the Firft,* 
in the third Year of bis Reign. He was Father of 
T^homof .Lord Grey'oi Grcobyy who died in his 
Father's Life time, having married Dorothy y Daughter 
and Coheir of Edward Bourchier, Earl of Bath j by 
wbidi Match 'Ihomas was defcended from Thomas of 
Woodftociy Duke of Ghuceftery the Bohuns Earls of 
Effex, Herefordy and Nortbatf^torti and feverkl other 
Noble Families ; but he dying without Iffue, his 
Titles and Part of his Efbte, defcended to Harry 
Grey, Efqi Grandfon of John Grey, 3d. Son of 
Hifwry, the firft Earl of Stamford. 



CHAP, iv; 

Da- ..'-:'"". "~^' 
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; CHAP. IV. 

The ancient Government of St^mford^ 
the firfi Incorporating thereof by Letters 
patents*. The Reafon why Kings of this 
Land have from Time to Time nourijfj- 
id Corporations : The Privileges and 
Immunities of S t a m f o r d, ^jf the^ 
Grants and late Charters ; The Tower 
given them to make Laws^ and the 
Laws fir ft made particularly Jpecified. 

THE Government of Stamford was long before 
their written Charter, held and ufed amongft^ 
themfelves by an ancient Prefcription, which was 
caird> The Aldermanry of the Guild : As ftrong and 
as large, as that which was fettled by the CharteTs of 
t;he tft and 5 th of Edward IV, who was the firft 
that did Incorporate the Town, by Letters Patents : 
For it appeareth upon the Tower-Roll in the third 
Year of King Edward the Firft, Fer ^eredidum 
duodecem minortm Ville de Stamford Rotul. Hundred. 
Lincoln, ibifuerunt duodecem qui n)ocantur Legemani 
qui fie njocdbantur quia ab antiquo fuerunt JudiCes 
legum in eadem ViUa. Whereby it is manifeft, that in 
thofeDays, there were twelve Men in Stamford^ Mvhkh 
were called Leigemen^ becaufe they were Judges rf* 
the Law, and were intrufted with the fame, for the 
Government of the Town. ' 

Edward IV. in the firft Year of his Reign, 14^1, 
j[by his Charter direiSled to George Chapman^ the firft 
incorporate Aldermany and others, both of the up- 
per and lower Bench, then call'd th6 Cotn^Burgejfes 

and 
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and CapitaUBurgeffes^ being then the firft and fecond 
Twelve, as they are more particularly named in the 
faid Charter, but fince inlarged by a later Charter, 
to the Aldermen and Twelve Com^BurgefJes ^ and 
Twenty Four Capital-Burgefjes) did incorporate the 
faid Town both in Name and Deed, by the Name 
of the Aldertnan and Burgeffes of Stamford. And 
thereby gave, or rather confirni'd unto: the fame^ . 
many great, and profitable Privileges : As to be 
free from the Sheriff's Jurifdiiflion i and from being 
put on Inquefts out of the Town; to have the 
Return of ail Writs,- to be free from all Lords- 
Lieutenants, or their Deputies, in refped of taking 
of Mufters, as touching the Militia of the faid 
Town I making the Alderman for the Time being, 
the King's immediate Lieutenant within his Liberties 
and Jurifdi^kion : And to be within the fame, the 
fecond Man in the Kingdom: To have one' 
or more Mace or Maces of Gold, or Silver, 
to be carried before him, for his greater Honour 
atjd Dignity : To have a common Seal at Arms, 
arid for the more Honour thereof, the fame 
is allowed to be the Arms of England^ both in 
Colour, Charge, and Pofture without Difference; 
impaled with the Arms of Earl Warren, the an- 
cient Lord of this Town : And what may yet be 
faid further for t(ie Honour of the fame,* it was won 
and gained in the. Field, which is more than any 
Corporation in England can boaft of. 

For in the Year 1469. Sir Robert WeUs^ DimocJt^ 
and De-la-handy taking part wich Richard Ne^vel^ 
that ereat Earl of JVarivici, againft Kmg Edward 
IV. tney raifed a great Army In the County of 
Lincoln, (the Kijig at that Time being at his Caftle 
in Pother inghay in Northamptonjhire) with which thqy 
marched into the Fields between Rfcw/, and Unwell ; 
' The 
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The King from Fvtheringhay marched with all \As 
Forces into Stamfwrd^ where he dined. The Townfc 
'mtn added a confiderable Body of Men, both Horfe 
and Foot to the King's Forces,- wluch gave the 
labels Battle under the Walk of StatnTordt ami 
totally routed them, and took . Prifonecs, Welli, 
. Dimocli and De-ia-ffond, who were forthwith be)> 
headed under the Royal Standard. . 

The King, to Ihow how fcnfible he was o£ 
their Loyalty and WUluigneis to ferve hinv, (as an 
Atchievement by them gain'd in the -Field) ordered, 
that from .henceforth the Town ihould bear upon a 
Surcota the Banner Royal of England. That is Mw/, 
dffee Lyoht paffant gardant impale Sol, to the Banner 
of Earl Warren QiefJiie, Topar and Saphire. 

This memorable Fight is called in the Story -of 
tbofeTimesj JUfofe^oat Fight j becaufe the. Rebels, 
ioet theif mwre fpeedy Flight threw off their- Coats. 
The King alfo granted to' the Town, to do and 
exeexitc within the iame, and Liberties thereof) Ut 
aki ai^iquQ ufu fu.erunt i which Ihows, that this Char« 
itsii n but a sew Confirmation of more ancient- 
PtiviJeges. 

Ysst it \m been a great Misfortune to this Cor{)o- 
rattQi^ th4t fome of thofe who have' been raifcd to 
Pi^e«, of the ^eatcft Dignity, have formerly fo ^r 
abiiiibd their Adminiftration, as to deftroy her ancient 
Besords, 'atul Charter-s, fo that its ancient Immunities 
appear no otherwife, than fcattered here and there 
upon the TQwer-Roll, and at this Day we can ihew 
nfm9 under ^y authentick Warrant, beyond the^ 
Heign of Kiijg. Edward IV. Whether thefe Records^ 
aijd Charters, weredeftro/d, to advance the Imereft 
of any particular Perfon -, or were fo carelefly laid- 
by, that they could neyer be fpuad a^in ; i$. no 
where mentioned* 

. " ' . "Since 
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SnicE the obtaining of this firft Charter, the fame 
hath been confirmed by divers^ Infpeximufes from all 
the. Kings and Qiiecns that have been Sovereigns to ' 
to the Time of King Charles I. and divers new 
Grants added : As the Monday Market, the thr« 
Fairs of Simon and ^udey Green-Goofey and St. 
James's Fair. To thele we muft add^ a Grant.ftom 
Queen Aiine for two Fairs, one to be held at Candle- 
masy and the other call'd May ¥a\v; having formerly 
but the friday Market, and the Great Mialmt Mmx: 
The Profits of which only belong to the Lord ; thefe 
latter to the Corporation. 

By a late Infpeximus^ there is granted to the j^lder-^ 
many and Burgejfesy td hold a Court of Plear of all 
. Adions Real, Perfonal, or mixt ; to the Value of 
40'U And to hold Seifions, and Goal-delivery, for 
all Criminal AAions, perpetrated and done within the 
Liberty.; High Treafon, and Petite Treafon only 
excepted. ' ' . ' 

This Town fendeth two B^^-^*?!!^/ to , Parlia- 
ment ; the prefent Members are Quarks Bertie^ 
and WtlUain Noely Efqrs* So rfiat, along with the 
Power they have to execute LawSs they have 
alfo a Share in making of them : And here we 
Qiuft obferve, for the Honour and Credit of this 
Corporation, that it is not the leaft tainted, with 
thofe abominable Vices, Bribery and Corfieptimi 
Well judging, that thofe, who buy the Dentil, will 
fell him alfo. It hath been the Policy of Princes 
in England to have a particular Regard i to fc- 
cure the ancient Burroughs of this Land wkh 
Privileges, fiDr their ftronger Defence and Main- 
tenance* In the Time of William the Conqueror it 
was conftituted by the King in thefe Words: k^n 
nullum Mercatum w/ Forum fit nee fieri pervtittatur 
nifi ihCi'vitatibusRegni nofiriy 0f in Burgis claufis^ et 

' ■ V: jnura 
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vmro niaUatiSy et Caftelluy et locis tuti/imif ^ubi confue* 
tudines Regni noftriy et jus noftrum comnune, et dig-^ 
nitates Corohicm^rie, qua confiitutiC funt a bonis 
Pradecefforibus nofiris, deferire non fofftnt nee defraudari^ 
nee vhlariy fed omnia rite et per judiciumyet Juftiti^tn 
fieri debent. Et ideo Caliella, et Burgi, et Gvitates 
funt, et ftindata, 'et edificat^ fcilicet ad tuitionem 
gentium qt ppulorum Regni, et ad defenfionem Regni : 
Et idcirco obfcr^vari debent cum omni libertate et 
integritate et ratime^ 

•*>. By this it appears, thatCities and antient Burroughs, 
were inftituted for Three Purpofes. 

First, The preferving of the Cuftoms of the 
Kingdom, and the common Rights and. Dignity of 
the Crown. 

Secondly, For the Defence of the Nation, and 
People. 

Thirdly, Not only for the Defence of the King- 
dom, and the more effedual fecuring the Kings 
Peace and Perfon ; but alfo for the Prefervation ^of 
the Laws thereof. By which Laws, it is, that every 
Man enjoys his own Peace, and Property. 

These Grants, have made this Corporation, as it 
were^ a fmall County Palatine within it felf ,• as it 
hath a Magiftrate of one of its own Members, and 
Power and Authority, to make fuch Laws, and 
Ordinances, as fliall bind every Member within its 
Jurifdi<aion. 

And by Virtue of this Power given to the Cor- 
poration, for the making of good, and wholefome 
Laws J Richard Wolphe^ Gent. Alderman of this 
Town, at a Common Court or Hall held the 15th 
Day of Marehy in the 6ih Year of the Reign of 
King Charley I. with the Advice and Confent of the 
Com-Burgeffefy and CapitaWBurgeffes in tlue Common 
iHall aflTembledjNdid ordain and conftitue as folio weth: 

First, 
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« lift. Tw-iT HQ n(?,w i^abiwtion flj^U $^ ej:j^e4 
** in the faid Town, unlefs it'bepi^pft f9|-''m^ 
*f DweUing qF fpcfj Perfqo, as Ijiatl |e ceflejj,'; or 
*5 fit to be celfed in the $^^?fidy ff^Jos. in Xjind, 
** or 3 1. in Qqqds at the Jeait (fxc?pt i^pipi»ls an4 
« Houfes of Coirefaion) upo^ Earn, .tp (9r]feii to 
"the Al/iemm and Brngj^lfes, or theip Sifcpe^ors,. 
*' the 5um m 19 s. for ey^ry Mopth that Tuch Cotr 
*f tage or new Building Ihall be ufed for Habitation. 

y zdj- That no Barns or otf^er Houfes, wall 
*.'be converted into Tenpinents, and no ancient 
*< Tenem^t &all l^e divided in;o Habitations, es^cept 
^Fthe fame /fg divided flull be made fit fQr~'the 
** Dwelling of ful^fi^y Ai^en qf 20 s. Lands, ox 3 L 
** jGoods. The Ereiftpr to forfeit ids. nibnthly^ and 
f the Tenant 5 s. monthly to thp Ufe ijforei&i^. 

5,3 d. TjSAT fuc/i wfhp tak? in Inmates, flwU 
♦'forfeit xoj.jponjhly to the ttj^ afprerajd. 

" 4th. TriAT none fliall Jet pr aflign any Ter 
"joeinent, to any one not a^effed at 20 s, Lands, or 
*' 3 1. Goods, pxcjept to' Freemwi, (that .ftaye not 
** aifcontttiued from the Tpwp with thg jf jFaii^ly» 
*'by the'Spac? of ope year |^]efi)rey uplefs the 
** Landlord' becpuie bound' witfi the Tenant pr 
** one other fufficiept Surety jn ao 1. to fecure - 
*• thci Town, pppn Pain of 5 1. forfeit £ot. the 
^ Cemempt, *ipd jos. montljly'forthe Continuance 
**by tlie Lap41ord, and js. montjily by tlie Te- 
2 nant, to the trfe aforeiaid. 

*' jth. That thefe p^-^ers, extend not to any dm 
*' take in Temncs of 20 s. Lapidy or 3I. Gopds io 
? thecS»bfidy» ^Xfiept t^ey be Ixjmates. ■ 

*?j&h. TwAT the 4l4^rVt^n for the Xio»e beijijg^ 
" with ?wo of the next CmrBuKgeJJer to the Place, 
** (not being Offenders) Hull be Judges, whether 

« fucb 
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*^ fuch Eredbions, be ^leet for the Habitation of 
^l fuch Subfidy Men. 

^ *^ 7th. That the Streets and Lanes in the faid' 
^^ Town be cleanfed every Saturday^ by the adjacent 
^^ Inhabitants ,• or the Parties delinquent to forfeir> 
" for every Offence, 6d. and the Conftables in that 
^ Precinft, to forfeit for not prefenting them at the 
^^ next Seflions after the fame h committed zs. 6d. 
*^ to the Ufe aforefaid. 

^^ 8th. That no Alderman fliall prefume to make 
"any Man Free out of the Town-Hall, unlefj* 
^^ the fame be granted in the open Hall, and the 
^^ Fine for fnch Freedom, there aifeifed ; upon Pain 
** to forfeit 5 1. to the Ufe aforefaid. 

^ 9th. That no Tradefman whatfoever, except 
^^ Freemen, fliall prefume to open any Shops, or 
^^ fell any Waits, until they have agreed for their 
*^ Freedom upon Pain of forfeiting 10 s. for every 
^^ Month, they fliall do fo. 

^5 loth. That all the Coqduits, Common Wells; 
^^ and Pumps about the faid Town, fliall from time- 
^ to time be repaired, at the Town Charge f upon 
^^ Pain of forfeiting 6 s. 8d. apiece by the two 
^* Chamberlains, to the ufe aforefaid. 

" iith. That fo many of the Corn-Bur gejjesy or 
^^ Capital' BurgeJJef as fliall be dwelling within the 
" Parifli,- where the Alderman or his Deputy^ for the 
^^ Time being, fliall dwell, (having no lawful Ex'cufe 
" to the contrary) fliall attend upon the faid Aldmmn,' 
"or his Deputy^ to, and from his Parilh Church, 
"upon every Lord *s Day, both before' Nooa and 
^' Afternoon,, if there he any Sermon at' ^thfe^i&id 
^^ Church, upon Pain for every ^ne ' <sfl&ndiflgr to 
forfeit 48. to the Ufa aforefaid. '-;.;..-' 

II 1 2th That 
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^^ tith. That all fuch as have built upon the 
^^ Town- Walls, or upon the Rampier thereof, ot 
^^ made any Doors, or Gates out of the faid Walk, 
^^ within the fpace of forty Years, before thefe Ordi- 
^^ nances, (hall take Leafes from the Town, of the 
"fai^ Paflages, or fliall forfeit iid. for every' Month,^ 
''^ they fliall continue without Leafes, to the Ufe a* 
II forefaid. . ' 

"1.3th. That the Pinder of the faid Town,' 
*^ fliall impound, and take id. for every Beaft, that 
*^ he finds in the Town Streets, and in the Liberties 
^^ thereof, not put before the common Herd. 

" 14th, That all Forfeitures. aforefaid, Ihall be 
^^ paid to the Chamberlains for the Time being, 
-*^ who in Default of Payment, fliall recover and 
*^ levy the fame by Adion, or Adfcions of Debt, ot 
^^ by Diftrefs of the Goods and Chattels of the 
'^^ Offenders j which Diftrefs being taken, fliall be 
*^ impounded until the Penalty, for which it was 
^^: taken, be folly paid : .Or elfe for Non-payment by 
*^ the fpace of Sit Days after the taking, and not in 
^ the mean time replevied, tlie fame to be appraifed,* 
^ by two indifferent Perfons, to be choffen by the 
" Alderman for the Time being, and by the Cham- 
^^ berlains fold for the ' Satisfadion of the faid Pe- 
^^ nalties, and the Overplus- to be delivered, to the 
^^ Owner, or Owners of the faid Goods. 

" 15th That the feveral Sums hereafteriobe paid, 
^recovered, or levied, by virtue of the Ordinances, 
^ or any of them, fluU be from time to time imployd 
*^ to, and for the Good of the Poor of the wid 
f Town of Stamford, and xip otherwife." 

These Laws, Conftitutions, and Ordinances, were 
in the [fame Year viewed, approved, and confirm'd 
under the Hands and Seals of Sir Richard Huttony 
Knt. then one of the Juflices of his Majefty's Court 

E a of 
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of Cdmnion-PIeaf : And Sir George Orobiy Km. one 
of his IViajefty's Juftices of theXourt o( Kin^s^ 
Bencpy teing then tWo Judges of thfe Aflffifes. tor 
[ne County of Lincoln ; and thereby made Laws 
• according to the Form and Statute in that tafe made 
iqd provided, 19 Ue^y 7. Chap. 7. But thfefe LaWs^ 
tKo' Good iri themfelves, have been as mitth neg- 
leded by fome, as religioufly obferved by othei-sj To 
uiat they have remained as fd many dead^ Letter^, for 
want pt that iqiiickienirig Spirit, which the AutHotity 
of the itlagjftrates ought to put in them, by a yuft 
a,nd impartial Execution. For as in Cafes Capital, 
the t)eath of the Malefaiior is the Life of the Law; 
fo in ail Pfterice? of a Ifefs Nature, the due Punifli- 
ment of tlie Otfender reminds us, that thfe wife 
L^giilatqrs of Old have for the Prefervation of the 
(Spodj arid Innocent, prdvided adequate Puriifli- 
^iepts for the Mifdemeanors of the Profligate and 
Petite Oflfender : And therefore when Magiftrates 
through Idlenefs, pr Partiality, forbear to dp their 
Duty, they become the Encouragers of Jf^chd^ 
nefs ahd.P'icey and make themfelves Tartakers of 
other, Mens Sms : Neither will fuch Magiftrates be 
liad^ long in Efteem, even by the Offenders them 
fejyes; ifor when they perceive, that thro' Negli- 
gence there is not a due Execution of the Law% 
they will. pride themfelves in their Wickeditefs, ahd 
bpaft of It ii\ the Face of Juftice; fince they know 
they may offend withoiit Cojitroul : Theretbre^ as 
Solomon ipeaks ih his Proverbs^ WT:)en the "RighteSm 
are in Authority^ ihe People rejoyce : But when ihe^ 
Wicled bear KuTe^ the People mourn. 
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; G HAP. V. 

ne Dignity of the Word Alderman, the 
Manner vf . Choofmg Him, md other 
fiA(frdindte Offtefs /'» S t a k f o r i>, ^j 
which Means the faid Body is from 
TifHe to TVwfi hfi in Life and BUfig, 

SINCE this Tewti had for its principal MEl|iftrat« 
an Alder tiMfiy I hope it won't be ^ttlged im^ro- 
?er, iif before I relate the manher ^of HwCleiSijofl* 
fay foin^tfeii^ of the Dignity and Antiquity of the 
Word Alderittan it felf : Long before ^le Norman 
ConquciV, Ai was held itt great Efteiera, i&r above aft| 
other Wame of Magiftrate at this tinate appointed 5 
for we muft obferve, that in the old ^xm Titles, 
thfc Word Alderman or Duke, was OHe and the fames 
And the Book of the Church of Worc^ faith, that 
Aldermitn is fometirties exprefs'^ by "Regulus tt ^ub- 
reguhfs, fometimes by PaPricim, I*rmcepT^ Dax, 
Cofner, et Confitl, noi* is it without Ejcaniple that they 
are call'd Regef : There was an o^ld Inicnption in the 
Abby of liamfey of one Alwitt., who was :Aldermtn 
of all !£»g/^»^, under King Afhislfitm: Whdfe.J^iinph 
is as folloiws. 

*H1C REQyiESaT AILWINVS INCLITI BE* *Cambden,p. 
GIS EDGARI COGNATVS, TOTIVS AN<3LI:^ ^"• 
ALDERMANNVS, ET HVIVS SACRI COENOBH 
MIRACVLOSV^ FVNDATOR. 

HcJvENDEN faith. Alderman is in "Englijhi what 
Senior is in Latiny and others make Ufe of it, 
in the fame Manner : Thttfe whom die i?<)W»/ for- 
merly called SenatoTf, ^ere afterwards by the Saxoar 
called AUermin, Having thus dowe Juftice to. the 

. Title 
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Title of the Prime Magiffrate of this Corporation, I 
Ihall now proceed to give an Account of his Elefti- 
on, . as well as of thofe fubordinate Officers.which arc 
under his Dire£tipn« 

King Edward VI. in the firflt Year of his Reign, 
diredked his Letters Patents to George Chapman and 
others, by the Niime of the Aldermen and Gw- 
Burgejfes of Stamford^ and to Twelve more of an 
inferior Rank, by the. the Name of Capital-Bur geffet^ 
of Stamford, which Second Twelve have been by a 
later Charter, augmented to the Number of Twen- 
ty Four. And as King Edward created this Body by 
his Princely Power, fo his great Wifdom and Policy, 
gave Rules and Direftipns to the fame^ how it flioul^ 
from Time to Time be preserved, in a perpetual 
Life and Being by a continued Succeflion ^ And 
therefore, when any of the tirft Number do deceafe, 
or a Place become void y the Alderman^ with the reft 
of his Company, and the Second Company in their 
Common Hall affembledj do Eieit and Chufe, out 
of their Second Number,' fuch a difcreet and able 
Man, as they fliatl think fit, for the Supply of the 
Place vacant. The faid Eledion being made in the 
private Chamber, by the Aldetman^ and thofe with 
him of the Firft Number, a«d this by the Major 
Number of Voices, the Alderman having in this, as 
in all other Votes, a double or cafting Voice. And 
when any of the Second Number deceafe i or be 
mifplaced ; both Companies joining .together, the 
Major Number of Voices, chufe out of the Body of 
the whole Town fuch a difcreet, able, and fufficient 
Man, as fliall be thought proper to fupply the vacant 
Place. 

Both Compames being thus filled, meet in their 
Common Hall every Year upon the firft Thurfday^ 
after the Feaft of St. Bartholomew the Apoftle, to 

Eleft 
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Eled wo out of the Firft Number, who have-not 
been Alderman by the fpace of two Years then paft; 
to the End, that one of tbofe two, the firft Thurfday 
m the Week next after the Feaft of St. Michael^ the 
Arch- Angel 5 then following,, may by the Major 
Suffrages of both the Companies, be chofen, to be 
Alderman for the Year then to come ; which Perfon 
rhus eleded, is brought, and prefented by his Pre- 
deceflbr to the Steward of the Court-Leet, in the 
open Court, after the Proclamation made in folemn 
Manner to thatPurpofe : The Ceremony of which 
Day is as follovveth. 

The former ^//id'rw^w attended by the Firft and Se- 
cond Companies, the Firft Company in their Rob.es of 
Purple Faced with Foynes, (£uch as the Second Robe 
oihnndon is) and the Second Company, in. their de* 
cen Gowns of blacky fit for ftich an Aue'mbly ; do re^; 
pair to the^ Houfe of the new eleded Alderman^ 
where after a ihort Banquet, they do all pafs in Order, 
to the Caftle-Yard, where the Leet is . kept ,• and 
there being prefented, he is folemnly fworn by^ the 
Steward of die Leet, firft taking the Oath of Su- 
premacy and Allegiance,- next the Oath of Juftice of 
the Peace,^ and Alderman of the Corporation : And a 
Tippet of Black Velvet taken from the Neck of his 
Predeceflfor, and by the Hands of his fald Predecef- 
fbr, is put upon his, then he is feated on the Right- 
Hand of the Steward, where, he fits till the Charge 
be given. Aiifer this he is attended by the feveral 
Companies, to the Church of St. Af^ry, where they 
hear a Sermon ^ which being finiflied, the new Al- 
derman paffes to his Houfe with the two Maces, born 
before him, attended by the feveral Companies afore- 
faid, with the_ Town^ MuficK playing before them : 
And in divers Places as they pafs, the Scholars of the 
Free-Grammar School- do pronounce before them, 
C^verai Qrations in Greek and Latin. ' After 
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AinsL which ^ /Udfrman at his own Houfe (for 
the fndft part) and at his own Coii^ md Cb^r^s^ 
dpdi make an Emenatara^iK for the Town, and to a$ 
naany of the Gentry of the Country, as upon lavir 
radon think proper to favour him with their Company^ 

This Solenmity being finilhed, prefently after, he 
keeps his firft Court, (which is called a Hall^ where 
be fwears all his Firft Company, to be faithful to 
him, and truly to Council him in the Execution of 
bis Office* He likewife fwears the Second Company 
to be aiding and affifting unto him in aU Things, 
that appertain to the Aldermanry^ during the Time of 
his Office. The TowthQerh takes an Oath, for the 
due Execution of his Office,- the Coroner of die 
Town, is likewife then fworn, who is the fame Per- 
fon> that was Aldermaa^ the Year before. Next tte 
two Chambexlains are fwom j and all the Qmfidr 
bl^Sy with the Searchers for Corn, Flefli, Eifli, 5eakrr 
and Searchers of Leather, and all other inrerior 
Officers ; as the BaUff of the Lioerty, the Serjeant 
at Mace, are dhofen and fworn ^lithfully to peifocm^ 
and execute their fereral Offices dwing the Year nea: 
enfuing* 
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CHAP. VL 

oA Lift, of the Names and Succejjion^ of 
the Aldermen o/* Stamford, fince the 
lime of the firfi Incorporating of that 
Tovon hy Letters Patents, according to 
the Tear of our Lord, in which each of 
them Governed : With an Account of 
Stamford being made a Mayor-Towir, 
and an.Abfira^ of the mofi material 
things contain d in /^^ Charter: With 
^ the Names of the fir ft Mayor, Twehe 
' Aldermen, and twenty Four Capital- 
Burgeffes : together wtth a particular 
Account of each fucceeding Mayor /o this 
frefent Time. 

WE have obferved that this Town vvas governed 
by prercriptive Magiftrates, long before King 
Edward IV s Charter) which we here call the Alder-' 
men o£ the Gild : Buz Rebellious Times f^c^eeding, 
Records being ill kept, and die Town comumed by 
Fire, many of the ancient Records were loft. Yet 
neverthelefs, by a Roll which was preferv'd by 
George Hill, Steward of the Town j there will appear 
60 of thofe Aldermen^ which • fucceffively ralea this 
Town hy Prefcriptions, before the (^barter of King 
Edward TV. made to George Chapman: And this I 
believe will appear as early an Account* as any Perfon 
can give, notvvithftanding the World may have large 
Expedations, from fome Folio Propofalf. Tne 
Names and Time of their Government in Order fol- 
low. F Aldermen 
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Aldermen of the G i l d. 



3p8 y'^EorgcWyches. 

399 VJ Stephen Marey 

400 Robert Lockfinith. 

401 John Stanby. 
404 Thomas Storlne. 

403 Thonus Spicer. 

404 Ralph Harwood. 
40 J John Palfreeman. 

406 Ralph Browne. 

407 John Stacy* 

40$ Alexander Haine. 
4PP Rbbt.Lockfmith3 2. 

410 Thomas BafTet. 

411 John Browne. 

412 William Lockfmkh 

413 John Stanby, 2. 
1414 John Palfreeman, 2. 

41 5 Alexander Mercer. 

416 John A Hock. 

417 Andrew Drajper. 
41^ Thomifs Baffet, 2. 
419 Jodin Browne; 2. 

426 Tiionias Ralph. 

421 Tbomas.Spicer, 2. 

422 John Palfreeman, 3. 

423 John Wliitfade; 

424 John Browne, 3* 

425 Robert Bendfcoar. 
42i^ Thomas Bailet, 3. 

427 Thomas Spicer, 3. 



428 John Longe. 

429 John Page. 

430 Richard Lee. 

431 Laurence Melton. 

432 WiUiam Marwood. 

433 Richard Lee, 2. 

434 Laurence Melton, 2. 
43 5 William Brovvnei 

435 Wm. Marwood, 2. 

437 Richard Lee, }.' 

438 Robert'Brown^. ' 

439 William Sturton. 
44P Thomas Balktay; 

441 William Browne, 2I 

442 John Page, 2. 

443 Richard Lee, 4. 

444 Laurence Melton, 3J 

445 John Browne, 4* 
445 William Browne, 3.^ 

447 William Stunon, 2. 

448 Richard Blagwin. 

449 Thomas Gregory. * 

450 John Browne, y. 

451 Laurence Meltoo, 4. 
45 i John Gregory* 

453 John Page, 2. 

454 William Hickham.^ 

455 William Sturton, 3.» 

456 Thomas Gr^ory, 2. 
4 J7 William Brbwne, 4^ 
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Tk Namts &fjmh Aldetmca^ StaHi&d, 
^j /[j^n'r hem fimp thi Charter : ffrannd 
b^ Kin^ Edward IV. With the Tears in 
which each af them Gmiernd* . ' , 

14^1 V*>EorgeOiapman 

145^ John Gregory. 
14^4 Wiliiam Htckham. 
1455 Robert Hannte. 
1455 Wm. Browne, Efqn 
14^7 William Hickham, 2. 
146^ George Chapman, 2. 
I4<$<9 Thomas Keftbne. 

1470 Wm. Browne, Efqrj 2 

1471 John Gregory, 2. 

1472 Robert Hannfe, 2. 

1473 John Neale. 
r474 Alexander Dyatt. - 
147 J John Gebbes. 
1475 John Dickons. 
1477 Henry Coke, Efqe; 
1478^ Robert Skinner^ 
i47P WIMiamHickham, 3 

1480 George Chapman* 3 

1481 Robert Hannfe, 3. 

1482 Chrift.Browne,Efqri 

1483 John Dickons, Eftjr; t 

1484 David Malpafe, 

1485 John Steede' 
1485 Thomas Keftone, 2. 
1487 Henry Coke,Efqrj « 
t488John Frebame. 
I48P Thomjs Phillipes 
-■ ' ' F 2 



14^ Willf»n Gayeweod. 
i45>i Chrift.Browne, 2. 
145)2 NichoLc Bylliidtne. 

1493 Jx^hn Dickons, 3,, 

1494 Tho, Edwards, ETgrj 
149 J Wm.RadcIifie^^rqr; 

1496 John Cleypoole. 

1497 Ricli^d Cannet 

1498 Robert Grannei, 
i45>9 Thomas PbiUipe% 3, 
I f 00 Jeffery Hampton, 
ijoi Nicholas Byllifdine, a 
lyoz Chrift..Browne, 3. 

1503 Wm.Radclilfe, 2. 

1 504 David Cecilli Efty; 

1505 Nicho. Trige Gent. 

1506 Thomas Lacye. 

1507 John Cobe. 
1 yo8 JohnHardgrave, Efq; 
1 5 op John Tyard. 

1510 Rich. Waflen, Efqrj 

1511 Robert Martindalle. 
1J12 Wm. Radclifti J. 

1 513 John Ley,; Gftit. 

1 5 14 William Raonkelt 

1 515 David Cedll, E(qFj 2 

1 516 John Cobe, 2. 

1 5 1 7 Mnirice Johnfone. 

1518 Thomas Crofle. 
151P John Thomas. 

1520 John 
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J 5 IP John Hardgrave Efqja 
15 21 Henry Lacyej Gent. 
if22 Wm.Radcliffej 4. 

1523 John Ley, 2. 

1524 Andrew Canne. 

1525 Ed. Browne, Elqn 

1526 David Cecill, Efqr; 3 

1527 Maurice Job nfone, 2 . 

1528 JohnHardgraye Erq;3 

1529 Thomas Qoffe, 2. 

1530 John Ley, 3. 

1531 Henry Lacye, 2. 

1532 Thomas Watfone, 

1533 Ki<^h^^d Engham. 

1534 Roger Bealle. 

1535 Thomas Gedney. 
1535 Robert Haver. 

1537 Andrew Canne, 3 . 

1538 Maurice Jobnfone, 3. 

1539 Henry Lacye^ 3* 

1 540 Thomas Watfone, 2 . 

1541 John Fenton* 
i542joIin AUenn. 
1543 Roger Bealle> 2. 

' 1 544 William Button. 
1545 Robert WinwicL 
1 545 Nicholas Wylees. 

1 547 Henry Ley, Gent. 

1 548 William Wylees. 

X 549 Thomas Watfone, 3 . 
1 J JO Andrew Scarre. 

1551 John Fenton2. 

1552 WlUiam Campinett. 

1553 John Allenri 2. 

1554 Ralphe Harrep ^ 

1555 Henry Tampione. 



56 Nicholas Wylees* 2I 

57 Francis Thotney. 
5 8 John Haughton* 

459 John Rider. 

60 William Bagot. - 

61 Henry Inman. 

62 Thomas Bealle. 

63 Ralphe Harrep, 2. 

64 Wro. Campinett, 2. 
6y Godfrey Dawfone. 
66 John Haughtoin, 2. 
6j Gregory Burton. 

68 Alexander Anthony. 

69 Reginald Harryfooe. 

70 Henry Inman, 2. 

71 John Backhowfe. 

72 Richard Bartone. 

73 William Lacy, Gent. 

74 John Hawkins. . 

75 John Haughton, 3. 

J 6 Wm. Campinett, 3. 

77 Godfrey Pavvfone, 2. 

78 John Elmes, Gent. 

79 Richard Evely. 
83 John Wimblesby. 

81 John Haughton, 4. 

82 Reginald Harryfon, 2 

83 Rich. Shutte, Gent. 

84 Robert Medowes. 

85 William Clarke. 

86 Laurence Wilsbey; 

87 Tobias Lpyedaye, 

88 Anthony Guqfon, 

89 Robert Langton. 

^o Robert Ramefd^nn. , 

$1 Rich, Shutte, Gent a 

155^2 Rich* 
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I5P2 Rich. Shutt«, Gent. 3 
15P3 WilliamWatfon. 
1 5^4 Robert Medowes^ i. 
1 5 9 J Cutber t Grenebery . 
1 596 .William Clarke, 2,. 
-1 597 Lionel Fetherftonne. 

1 598 Nicholas Lambe. 

1599 JohnElmes, Gent. 2. 

1600 Robert Medowes, 3. 

1601 Tobias Lovedaye, 2. 
i5o2 William Salter, 
1^03 Reginald Waters. 
1604 Wm.Salt^r, Gent 2. 
1 505 Wm. Clarke, 3. 
i5o6 John Loyedaye. 
1607 Robert Ramldenn, 2, 
i5o8 John Browne, Efqri 
i6op Lionel Fetherftonne 2 
A 610 Thomas Jackfonn* 

1 61 1 Robert Whatton. 

1 61 2 Francis CoUe. 

161 3 Roben Fawcett. 

1 614 Tobias Lovedaye, 3. 
T615 Tho. Watfone. 
i6itf. Tobias Halleloke. 

161 7 Edmund Corker. 

1618 Wm, Salter, Gent. 3, 
I j5T9 John Browne Efqr,- 2^ 

1620 Thomas Grafone* 

1621 Thomas Jackfone, 2. 
X622 Robert Whatton, 2. 

1623 Peter Fullwood. 

1624 Hepry Raftell, Gent. 

1625 Vincent Halle. 

1626 Henry Deathe^ Gent. 

1627 Nicholas Lambe. 
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628 Peter Fullwood,: 2/ 

629 Edmund Corker^ 2J 

630 Richard Wolphe. 

631 Vincent Halle, 2. 

632 John Attone. 

633 Edward Camocke. 

634 Thomas Palmer, 

635 Abrahdm Faulkner. 

636 Henry Eldered. 

637 Henry Raftell, z. 

638 Richard Wolphe, 2. 
6}9 Leanard Cole. 

640 Jeremiah Cole. 

641 Rich.Langton^ 

642 Robert Campcke* / 

643 Edw.Ca'ftiocke, 2. > 

644 Vincent fiialle, 3 . ^ 

645 Richard Dannald. » 

646 Robert Fawcettt 

647 John Bullocke. 

648 Jeremiah Cole 2. 

649 Robt. Camocke^ 2. ^ 

650 James Langton. 
6ji JohnPalmen 

65 X Abraham Faulkner,! 

653 Edward Johnfone* , 

654 Robert Willfone. 

655 Richard liannald, 2: 

656 Thomas NoVris. 

657 Francis palby6» ♦ . 

658 John Palm er, 2. . . 

659 James Langton, 2! , 

660 Daniel Thorogood*.. 

661 Robert Whaiton* ; , • 

662 George Hill. 
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Chai^rsi^dffifeji\j8etf^\his /4/rft»wfl;<rV but granted 
them a frefli Ctejrter, fiilfilBng all tbrmer Geants, 
anrf Privilege?, the Chief of which PaniraJars are as 
follow.* . . 

■Phf Sh/et'tjirfi' JjHteh •'•* In the Ptefaee of the 
" Charter,' ancient PrivHeges, whether by Prefcrfpti- 
" on, or Cormer Charters, are confirmed j with new 
** Additions of further Privileges, drc 

Second iMtfr., " STA\ff<>RD eftahUfhed, and made a 
*• freeBurrough jfin; ever, with her ancient Bounds, and 
" Limits, aqd incoi|)6rate4 by the Name of a Mayor, 
« /tldermn, ^nd Capit^-BurgeffeSi whofe Names are 
" oarriculariy expreflfed, m the Psitent. They have 
♦' Power by the Law, la purchafe,. felf, fue, antf be 
"fued, receive and ^flei^- Lands, Tenements, and 
** Ijbertie^ PriviJ^ges, Fnarichifes, furifdidtions, and 
*' Hereditamcnts,ra|id they may have a common Seal, 
^* which they may break at; pleafure. 

Third fjcfter, "That there be for ever one 
** Maypr, to be cbofeir out of Thirteen Afdemerii 
** and Twenty Four C«^><rf-B«rg^flr. 

Fourth l^ter'^ * WniiAii .Sic J named the firfl 
*^ Mayor I the firft Twelve named Aldertnerty atuf 

* the Twenty Eour named the Capital-Burgeffet ; 
"and the Mayor tot- coniiinue in bis Office, ontif 
«* TbUrfday ip the &M Week after the Feaft^f St. 
**■ Michael, andfo focceffiveljr until fome other of the 
^* Atdermen of the faid Burrough, be fwom into the 
** Ciid Office, : The, Aidermn and Qapita^B^ge^, 

* to continue in their PUcjes-aurirrg Vfe^, unlels re- 
"moved for MiidemeanoB, by the major Votes, of 
'"the Mayor^ Atdermen, andCapital-Btir^efef^ whcre- 
y ©f the Mayor fiudl be one. 

Fifth' 
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fifth Letter, " The Twenty Four Catitat-Bur-- 
" gf'pfi tn&de tbe Cpmmotr do^djt of tne Tovrn, 
** and to join with the Mayor and Aldermeriy in all 
?* Town Afiairs, • 

Sxth Letter. ** The Mayors 4iderjften, znd C^/*^ 
" td-BurgeJUesy have Power to make Mwj, tp punijh' 
** by ImprifonmeBt, or otherways, tl?e Infringers of, 
«fuch Laws, \>y the Judgment of tlie MajiW'y 
*' Aldermen, and w/«ftf/-lf«»g£;^|f/, or tb«. greater Part 
*' of tbero, whereof the M^iyor to W lon^ h iMt^je- 
" (aid I^ws, ae4 C(>pf|itjiitia«$, be n©t r^pugrwnt.tO' 
** the Laws, and Statutes of the Kingdom. 

Eighth Letter, "That the now M4jfor and 

* his Succeffpr, ihatl yeaxly t^ his jOath, in ^e 
" Town-Hall, before pve or more of the Aldermen:> 
** The Oath to be adnuniftf ed by the Keeorder, oc 
« 'TowthQerh 

Ninth Letter, " That the Aldermen and OtpttaU 
*' Surgejfes, do take yearly, the like Qath he£cg:e die 
** IVi^wr, vvhen fuch of them are tele^d into thf ir 
" refpe^ve Places. '" . 

Tenth Letter* " The Mayor, AkUrmen, and O^i- 
^* tal-BurgeffeSi or the greater Part of t;hem, whereof 
" the Mayor to be one, fliall for ever, yearly, 9» 
" Thurfday next after St. BatthplomeWy in the Co^- 

* mon-tfall affcmbled j choofe two difcreet ^/3«rw4», 
" that were not Mayor, or in that Office by tlie (pice 

. ** of two Years b^efore, piw of which two (the May- 
^ or. Aldermen, an^ Capital- BurgeJJei, or the gEu^ec 
*^ Part of t|iem» wher.eof the h^gyor to be one,) feall 
'* upon Thw(day» the firlt Week after % Mkbaeh 

'"be cbofen imyor, . for the en^g Yeary and 
** fliall be (worn foj: the d»e Estecutioa of; hi$ CyfiGice 
** as afore&id, and contimie in the (ame,.'qiU 
*^ one other-be chofen,, and, (worn in his roomy iin- 
** leis .removed for (ome great Offeree, 

In 
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Jn the Second Sheet. 

Tirfi Letter. '* That if the Mayor die^ or be 
^* removed, within the Year, the Alderme^y^znd 
** Capital-Burgeffei y or the greater Part of them, 
^^ fluU in fifteen Days, choofe two of the Alder^ 
" mepty which were not in the OflSce, by the 
'« fpace of two Years before, one of which, fliall by 
^ the Eleflors aforefaid, be fworn, and ferve out the 
^ Year of the Mayor deceafed or removed as afore- 
!^faid. ' 

Second Letter. ^^ And if any of the Aldermen 
^ die, or be removed the mayor Aldermen and • 
^^ Capital- BfirgeJJesM or the greater Part of them, 
^ whereof the Mayor to be one, ihall choofe one 
^ Other out of the CdpitaUBurgeffesy to be Alderman 
^ in the room of the Deceafed or Removed 

Tbirdi^Letter. ** If any of iht Capital-BurgeJJesdiey 
^^ or be removed, the Mayor ^ Aldermen^ ind the 
^' refidue of the Qipital-Bur^effeSy or the greater Part 
^ of them, whereof tlie mayor to be one, Ihail 
^ choofe eut of the Body of the Burgeffen an able, 
^ bonefl: Man to fupply the Place void. 

Fourth Letter. <' The Mayor to pake his Deputy y 
•*'Out of one of the five eldeft Aldermen^ in the 
*^ Time of his Sicknefs or Abfence, which Deputy 
** Ihall have as much Power for the Time Being as 
^^ the M^j'^^r. • 

Fifth Letter. ^^ The Mayor^ Aldermen^ and Capi- 
^ taUBur^effesy Ihall continue in their Places, as afore- 
^ (aid, from the Date of the Charter, during Life, 
^^ and the Laws, and Conftitutions by them made, to 
^ be and continue in force. 

^xtb Lemr. ^^ The Mayor y Aldermen^ and Capi-- ^ 
l^tal-Burgeffesy to <:hoofe otlier Inferior Officers, 

^^ "which 
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^5 whicii Officers, are to "be iworny before the Mfpri 
*' for the Time being, as of ancient Cuftom fuch 
^ Officers have iifed. 

Seventh Letter. *^ For tlie better Relief of the 
^ Poor, and fetting them to Wx>rk, a Wool-Marketi 
•* IS granted to Stat?ffordy fo that it is Jiot prejudicial to 
" the neighbouring Towns. . ' 

Eight Letter. •^ That tlie Profits made of the 
^^ faid Wool-Market, fliall be for the Relief of the 
^'Poor. . • 
' Nineth Letter. " A Court of Record granted to 
^^ the Corporation, to be held weekly, every Thurf- 
/^ day, and to try Adions, of Trefpifs. Viet 
^* armisy real, perfonal, or mjxt, to ithe Value of 40 1; 

Tenth Letter. ^' The Mayor ^ with one Learned 
^^ in the Law, 12, n, 10, 9, 8, 7, 6y 5, 4, 3^ or ^ 
" AldenneHy fliill hold and keep a SeflSons of tlie 
" Peace. • 

Eleventh Letter. " The Corporation to have all 
^^ Fines,* Forfeitures, Aniercemtaats, and Gut-law'd 
*' Goods for the Support of die feid Town Charges. 

Twelfth Letter. " The Mayor y Aldermen; and Ca^ 
^^ pital'SurgefJesy from Year to Year, to chpokzCorih 
^J ner out of the Thirteen Aldermen. 

In the l^hird Sheei. 

Fir ft Letter. ^^ The Town to have the Re* 
^^ turn of all Warrants and Precepts, no Sheriff or 
^* Bailiff, to enter the Liberty, upon Pain of a grievous 
^' Forfeiture. 

Second Letter. '^ The Mayor^ Aldermen^ and Ctf- 
^ypital'BurgiJJesy to have the-Overfiglit, Corresftion, 
" and Punidiment, of Breads Wine, Ale, and ViiStu- 
^als, faying to the. Lords of the Fee of the. faid 

' G " Town, 
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^^ Town, all and fingular Fines, growing and ari(tng 
** by fuch Corredions or Pjuniihments. 

Third Letter. ^ The Mayor ^ Aldermen^ Capital- 
^'Burgeffes^ and Town-QerJc^ for tlje Acknowledge- 
^^ ment of Debts, according to the Statute of Aaion 
^ Burnally fliall have I?ower to make the fame Re- 
^ cognizances. 

Fourth Letter. *^ Richard Butchery Genjleman, 
"made Town-rCleri^ and Qerk of the Statutes, by the 
t^ King\ fpecial Appointment. 

Fifths and SUatb Letter. '' Thb faid Hivhard But- 
•* cher, to refide in the faid Office, during his Life; 
*^ unlefs removed for fome notorious Offence, and 
^5 may take fuch Fees in his Office as others do. 

Seventh Letter. ^/ The prefent Mayor and Alder* 
" fiteny before they enter "into their refpeftive Offices, 
^^ fliall take the Oaths of Juftices of the Peace, before 
^^ Sir William Trollop^ Bart. Sir. Chriftopher Lhapman^ 
" Knt.' William Hyde, and Francis Wiifieldy Efqr^; or 
" before one of them. ^ 

Eighth Letter. " The Mayor and Aldermen^ for 
^^ the Time to come, before they enter into their 
^^Oflfices, fliall take the Oaths of Juftices of the 
^ Peace, Allegiance, and Supremacy, before the May- 
^^ or for the Time Being, or before any Aldermatiy or 
" two of them, \<rithout any other CommiflSon, 
*^ than the prefent Charter, 

Ninth Letter. "That all manner of Goods, 
*' Grants, Demifes, Depofitions, Powers of managing, 
^^ and other Powers, InterelTes, and Authorities what- 
^* foeyer, concerning any pious life or Charity 
*^ whatfoever, which l>efore the making of this Char- 
^* ter, was fflanted ki the Alderman^ fliall be now 
^^planted in the Mayor^ Aldermen^ ^nd' Capital-Burr 

Tenth Letter. ' " Town Lands, Fairs, and Markets, 
l^ continued to the Corporation. Jn 
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In the Middle of the Burth Sheet. 

Firft^ and Second Letter. " All the former Liber- 
** ties confirmed, all his Majefty's Officers command- 
^^ed, not to moleft the Corporation, for any thing 
*^ done before the laft Letters Patents. 

Third Letter. ^^ That the Mayor^ Jlecordery Gt- 
, ^^ pital-BurgeJJeSy and Town-Cleriy and all the Officers 
*^and Minifters iri the faid Town, and alljuftices ot 
*^ the Peace within the fame, before they meddle 
" with the Execution of their Offices, fliall take the 
^^ Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, 

Fourth Letter. ^^ That no Recorder^ or Town-' 
*^ Qeri hereafter, be chofen before, they or either 
^^ of them, be approved by the King, his Heirs, or 
^^ Succeflbrs. 

Fifth Letter. ^^ That the exptefs mention of the 
" true yearly ^Value, of the certainty of tlie Pre- 
." mifles, of any of them, or of other Demifes, or 
" Grants by tne King, or of his Progenitors, or 
^ Predeceflors to the mayor^ Aldt/men^ and Capitai^ 
^^ Burgeffes 6i Stamford aforefaid, before this Time, 
*^ or any Statute, Aft, Device, Provifion, or Procla- 
^Ji matipn, or otherwife notwithflanding/' 

Dated zxWeflminjler the 9th- of February^ in 
the i5th Year of the King. ,. \ 

By the King; ^'- 

howard/ 

Gi The 
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The Names (f the Brfi Mayor, Aldermen, 
md Capital Burgefles. 



WlVf. Azlack, 
Mayor. 
John Palmer. 
Robert Wilfon. 
Thomas Norris. 
Dan.Thorogood 
Robert Whatton. 
George Hill. 
Tho.Thorogopd 
Tho. Hawkins. 
Simon Walburge 
Dari. Wigmcjfre. 
Laur. Robert?. 
John Dexter. 



Cafitd-Burgejfes. 

TohiiParfons. - Robert Algar. 
Edward Clark. Robert Hull. 
Rob. Camraock. John Rogers. 
William Larret. Humph. Pottertl. 
George Cofens. Fra. BamweH. 
Francis Blithe. Wm. Stroude. 
Humphrey Ilife. Tho. Caughton. 
Peter Mapletoftl Wm. Wol^. 
Alexand. Bifliop. Wm. Anthony. 
Edward Gurds. Wiile. Uifington. 
John Anthony. Richafd Mace. 
Rdbert Butcher; Tobias Azkck. 



Mxt follow m Order, a SUcce][m nf thd' 
Ms^cxsto this frejcnt Time*, 



1^6^ William Azlack. 
»* Thomas Tiio^ 
^^H i-ogood. 

1&6JS Thotna« Hawkins. 
J 1666 Simon Walburge. 
1557 Daniel XVigmore. 

,-Q Laur. Robbins, and 
^^^^ Wm. Azladfc, a. ^ 
1669 Peter Mapletoft. 
td7Q Edward Guirtis. 
1571 William Larret. 
tSyz Richard Warwick. 
1^73 ThOtPilkinfoDjEfq; 



1 674 John Palriier. 

1676 Philemon Umngtoii. 
xi577 "Daniel Wigmore, 2. 
1778 George ftawtiris. 
i6j9 Edward Sharp. "■ 
1680 William Stroud.^ 
j^&i Samuel Simonds» 
16S2 Tho. Thorogood. 
1683 Jphn LangtcMi. 

Q Tho. Hawkins, and 

^^^"^ Dan. Wigmore, 1. 

1685 TheHon.Ch.Bertie 

./ 1^86 Stafford 
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1686 Stafford Thorp. 
1 6^7 William Feafk. , 
1 588 Thomas Hawkins. 
1(589 John Butcher. . 

1690 Mathew Wyche. 

1 69 1 Laurence Eaft. 
.1592 Thomas Linthwait. 

i5p3 Richard A<uftin 
1^94 Edward Rirlow. 
t^^j Nicholas Love. 
169^ fiobett Curtis. 
1^97 Leon. Thorogbod. 
1698 John Rogers, 2. 
1^99 Qeorge Hawkins, 2. 

1700 John Butcher. 

1701 Mathew Wyche, 2. 

1702 Frwcis Wilcox. 

1703 William Feaft, 2. 
X704 John Seaton. 
1705 John Palmer, 2." 
170^ Tho. LinthWfiit, 2. 

1707 Robert Langton. 

1708 J*'^"* Blackwell, 
' Qent. 

1709 Geoge Denlhire. 

1710 John Rogers, Jun. 



171 1 The Hoii. Charles 

Ce«il, Member 
of Parliament for 
the Bur rough. 

1712 Leon. Thoro§;ood 2. 

1 7 1 3 Charles Bertie, Efq> 

1 714 Richard Brookes. 

1715 Samuel Rofs. 

1716 Francis Wilcox, 2. 

1 71 7 John Goodhall. 

1 71 8 John Seaton, 2. 
Tho. Linthwait, 3.' 

j^j and Leon. Tho- 
' ^ rogood 3. 

1720 Robert Collington. 
»— , Jofliua Blackwell, 

1721 '' r^^^^ 

. ' . Gent. ? . 

1722 George Denflijr0, it 

1723 John Soyth, 

1724 Henry Butcher. 

1725 Peter >Simonds. 
174^ The Hon. WiUiam 

Cecil, Brother to 
the prefent Noble 
Earl ofExeUr. 



CHAP.#$ 
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.CHAP- VIL 

Such Memorable Things^ as have happened 
at federal Timesy in or about Stam- 
ford. 

1NGULPHUS in his Hiftory oi Ctajlandy ob- 
ferves, when the Danes invaded Englandy and 
burnt ih^ Abby of Croylandi they- put to Sword all the 
Monks in the fame: After which they marched towards 
&amford : The then Baron of Eafindiney with the Men 
of Stamfordy gave them Battle, and beat them back, 
though afterwards they returned ta the Deftra^on ' 
of the fame. 

In the Year 115 j. King Stephen held the Caftle of 
Stamjordy againft Henry Anjou who befieged, and took 
the lame. ' 

In tl>e Year 1 1 89. the ^ews in this Town was 
barbairoiifly butchered by the Inhabitants ; and feveral 
Others that repaired to the Midlent Mart were 
robbed of their Goods, by certain Thieves whopfi 
Gerard de CamvUle^ then Lord Chancellor, was 
tbougbt to proted, he was accufed of the Faft before 
all- the Judges, but was acquittedt 

In the Year 1 21 5. the $arons got a ftrong Party of 
the Nobility, tefolving to carry on their Defigns i 
iince King 5^^« would, not reftore their Liberties^ 
confirmed by the Charter of King Henry I. they met 
at Stamford in Eafler Week, with a very great Army. 

In the Year 1227. ^^^^e was a great Meeung at 
Stamford^ of divers Lords, about Plotting Rebellion 
againft Henry III. This was afterwards called the 
Barons War. 

In the Year 1293; ^3^o* ^J^^- general Chapters 
ailed Itinere minorutnyvQtQ held at Stamford. 
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In the Year 1301. Nicholas de Stamford flourifhed 
here. He was a Bernardine Monk, and a great 
Writer. Leland gives him a great CharaAer, for he 
admired that a Man could write fo foh^dly, and 
fmartly, confidering^ the ftrange Superftitions, and 
ignorant Time^ he lived in. 

In the Year 1377. King Edward U. held here a 

freat Council or War, about an Expedition into 
'ranee I but it being in that una^ive Reign, it came 
to nothing, ^ 

In the Year 1462. Edward IV. came to Stamfords 
and was entertained by John Browne, who was then 
Alderman. 

In the Year 1392. there was a Meeting at Stamford 
called Confilium Stamfordienfe Prflatorum; at which 
Meeting Xin^ Richard hinifelf was prefcnt by the 
Command of Pope Boniface IX. about the Suppref- 
fion of Wickliffes Opinions. 

About the Year 1532. King Henry VIIL came to 
Stamford in his Progrefs into Lincolnfhire. He was 
fumptuoufly entertained by Henry L^who was then 
Aldertnan. When the Towns in hincolnjhire gave 
Money to this King in his Progrefs, as he was re- 
turning to his Palace, this Town gave hhn Twenty 
Pounds. 

In the Year 1539. Kmg Henry VIII. went through 
Stamfordy In his Journey to Torlc. 

In the Year 1558. the Town Hall over the Bridge- 
Gate, was built by John Haughton then Alderman. 
In the fame Year Francis DaUy^ Gentleman, began 
and finilhedi that ufeful Strudhire, called the New 
Jayly or BaiCifps Houfe ; for the Bailiiff of the Liber- 
ty to inhabit in : And there to keep Debtors, or 
Prifoners of the better Sort, out of the Common 
""ayl : This was very much wanted. There has fince 
en added a very good Dining-Room> adjoyning to 

the 
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the Hall^ whidi was made fo fpaclious^ that She 
Mayors frequently keep their Sefliohs Difineif there. 

In the Year ijtfj/Qiieen Elizabeth dined in the 
U^hite-TryerSy Godfrey Dawfone hein^ then Alderman; 
and as ancient Writings obferve, She had no foonet 
left; the Houfe, but it fell down to the Ground.. 
. In 1602. King James y at his ffrftcomjnginto Ehg- 
landy came to Stamford^ and was welcomed by 
William Salter^ ^Alderman ^ arid his Brethren on 
Horfe-back, in their Gowns, e^ch. one riding on \m 
toot- Cloth i and the Second Company in their pro- 
per Gowns. 

In the Year 1602. the Plague began in Stamford^ 
on the tenth of Odober, and continued for the (pace 
of one Year; in which JTime there died of it, in the 
Parilh of AlUSaints 19 Houfliolders, arid 7 fled; St% 
john\ 16 Moulholders, 10 fled; St. Michael'sy 27 
Houfholders, 11 fled; St.Mary\ 12 Houfliolders, 
15 fled ; St. Maytin\ and JVothorpe died 166. In 
1 641. about the Feaft of S5. James,^ the Plague be- 
gan again in' Stamfordy and continued, with great 
Mortality, throughout the whole Town,- till the 
March following : But the Civil Wars breaking out, 
and great Confufion attending there upon, the Regi- 
fters were not carefully kept ; yet by the common 
. Reports of thofe Tinies^ there died about 5 "or 
600. 

In the Year 1632. King Charles lay in Stamford^ 
-Baron one Nighti .as he paffed into Scotland, to re- 
ceive the Crown .of that Kingdom; and then paffed 
through the Corporation the next Day. John Attony 
the then Alderrnany bearing the Mace before Him'; 
the faid Alderman and all the Fir ft Company, mount- 
ed tjpon JHorfebackj and/riding in their Robes Upon 
their FooT-CIofhs. 

In 
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tN the Year 16^. King Charles and his QjieenJ 
paffed through the Town in State ; Edward Camochj 
the then Alaerman^ bearing tlie'Mace before them. • 
. In Afril 1541. by the means x)f a ftrong Weft 
Wind, and great Rain, the River Weland^ fwelled to 
fuch a Degree, that it went over the North-End 
of Stamford %xid^e^ and flowed yp St. M^ryVHilJ, 
the Midfway to St. M^ryVGhurch : And on the 
South Side it drowned the New Bead-Houfe^ and 
the Inn called the George^ infomuch, that fome 
Horfes were drowned in the Stables i this Flqod was 
fo high in the Yardj> that a Horfe would have fwam 
in It. 

I muft not (Mnit to mention the Story of Samuel 
Wallus wonderfol and miraculous Cure from a Deep 
Confumption in 1658. fincefeveral Authors gave fo 
much Credit to it, and calFd the Clergy of thofe 
Time^, fo many Pharifees among the Jews, becaufe 
they would'not join In the fame implicit Belief. This 
great Cure, was performed in twelve Days, by Ver- 
tue of two Leaves oiRed Sage and one ofBloodworty 
infufed in Small Beer. I have now the whole Story 
t)efore rhe, figned by Wallis himfelf, and muft own,; 
I think there is but little Credit to be given to it, and 
"we may as well believe he was infpired that faid 

Qir moriatur Homo cui Sahia crejjtt in Horto, 

is that the Perfon who appeared to Wallh^ was an 
immediate Meffenger from God, and could I fuffer 
.my felf to impofe upon my Readers fiich fort of 
Stories, I Ihould foon fwell this fmall Effay^ into a 
iFoiio Edition. 

In the Year 1696. on the 28th. of October Kin| 
WiUiam came to Stamford, and lay atf^lfs. Kyleys 
Houfe in Stamford-Bdron i that'Evenihg^:>^ went to 

H fee 
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fee Buvfghky^ now the /Seat o£ the Right Honourable 
Bfownlow Earl of Hw/^r, and. fo much pleafed was 
his Majefty with the Building, and fine Paintings, 
that he went again the next Morning to have, a 
fecond View oi them. Indeed it is a Seat truly 
Noble and Magnificent ; the Fabrick is ftately and 
regular, adorned with Turrets^ and Cupola's, Which^ 
however ancient the Archite(Slure is, appears with a 
furprizing Grandeur,, and is univerfally allowed ta 
have a marvellous EfFed upon the Eye in Profped. 
^ We behold in the great Court, the ^ Greek Ofders of 
Pillars, the Dmc^' loniCy and Corinthian^ regularly 
difpofed above one another. On the Infide, tlie 
many, noble Rooms » of State, the rich and excellent 
Furniture, the Beds,, Skreens, Cabinets, aad delicate. 
Collection of Sea-Shells, and diverfe other remark- 
v^ able Curiofities both of Art and Nature, are the 
" "-^v. Sobj^ of every, ingenious and inquifitive Perfon's 
' A-d^iration : But in a more efpecial Manner, the 
Pieces df Painting, performed by fcveral of the moft' 
celebrated Matters, thofe particularly, which this 
Noble Earl's Grandfather coUeifted in luil^ with great 
Skill and Expence : And experienced Travellers 
have affirmed they met with nothing either in Italy 
or Fr^«c^ that exceed* I hem.The Cieling- Painting by 
Verio is inimitably curious : Every Chimney in the 
Houfe, tho' very numerous, is fronted with Marble of 
• . a different Vein ; and the carved Work, about the 
Chimney- Pieces, which is in Imitation of Fruit and 
Fowls is equal to Life. Among the feveral valuable 
Pieces of Sculpture, the moft furprizing of any, is the 
Statue of Andtomeda chained to a Rock, with the Sea- 
Monfter ready to devour her ; all of one en- 
tire Block of Marble. The Gardens, Canals, ViC- 
to's, and the' principal Avenues, render it the 
mbft defirable, and ftatelieft Seat in England. 
"" ^' T*e 
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The Earl of Exeter^ at a little Pittance from this, 
hath another hafldfome Seat, with a little Park 
walled about, called JVothorpe : It was biiilt by 
Tbofnas Cecily firft Earl of Exeter ; and tho' not very 
fmall, (for after the Reftoratlon, it was large enough 
to hold the Duke of ^chngham and his 
jFamily for fome Years ; ) yet fo mean did it appear 
in Cemparifon to the other, that its Founder plea- 
fan tly faid, he built it only to retire to out of the Dufty 
while his great Houfe of Burghley was a [weeding. 
. In the Year 1722. Dr. Coleby^ Dr. Wiljon, Dr. 
Denhamj and Mr. ^ohn Hepburn Surgeon, at a joint 
Charge, ereded a Cold-Batn, that the Publick might 
have the Benefit of it at m eafy Expence. 
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CHAP, VIII. 
The Ancient and FMkk Sports ^Stamford. 

THE Ancient md^ublich Sports which are con- 
. ftantly ufed in this Town, are Two. The one 
is a Diverfion> fit for the Entertainment of Per* 
fons of any Diftindlon ; but the other is Beaftly^ and 
no way. becoming Rational Creatures to partake in. 
There ufed formerly to be Run for by Horfes, &Cr- 
the ifirft Iktrfday in Marchy a Silver gilt Cup with a 
Cover, to the Value of 8 L the Mayor then being 
provided the fame, out of a Stock formerly raifed by 
the Nobility and Gentry, which were in the Neigh* 
bourhood. The Time of this Race is now altered 
to the fiffi Tuefday InWbitfoh Weei, as well as the 
Value of the Plate. For this 8 L hath for fome Years 
paft, been made 40 /. and called the Town Plate. 
And the prefent Honourable CouAtefs of Exeter, to 
encourage this Meeting, coUeded this Year a Plate 
caird the Ltttiy's Plate, value eighty four Pounds,- 
the fame hath been done fome prece4(|ig Years, by 
other Perfons of Quality and Falhion, but not to fo 
great a Value. Thie Town raifes a Galloway Plate^ 
Value 20 /. and fome neighbouring Gentlemen, 
generally colled the fame Sum to be run for by 
Hunters-. This Year there was a Coding at the time 
of the Races by Subfcription among the Neighbouring 
Gentlemen, which I am informed is made for fome 
Time. The preffnt Noble Earl of Exeter, built the 
falA Ve<r a New Cocipit, at the George Inn in Stamford- 
Baron-, being fo fpacious it makes it worthy to be 
taken Notice of here, as it is one of the fineft in 
England. It is built in an Odigon or Eight Sides, 
tlie Out-Side all of Freeftone, It is 40 Foot over, 

and • 
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and the Roof in Proportion delicately Ceiled;^ and 
Arched round : In each fide of the OAigon, there are 
Two Niches Arch'd for its greater Ornament : It is 
computed to hold near 500 Perfons. 

The Meeting upon thefe Occafions is very numer- 
ous^ and now thought to be equal to moft in England. 
The Advantages arife from the Situation of the Place, 
the great ftore of good Provifions, and Commodiouf- 
nefs of the Inns, which are fit to receive Pei^fons of ^ 

the beft Fafhion. And hej e ( were it confident with 
my intended Brevity) I mighr expatiate upon that 
moft inviting Subjed, the delicious Situation of this 
Town : 1 mean in refped to the fine Champain 
Country with which Stamford is furroundedj and 
which upon Account of the el^ant Hunting, has drawn 
together^ as great a Number of Noblemen and Gen- 
try as is to be met with in any. Part of the Pleafurable 
World- ' 

Within the Sound of our Bells, liv'd heretofore 
the Royal Patronefs of this Manly Diverfion ; I mean 
the famous St* * T/^^^, who might pofTibly give the j^. *^sh«^a^f 
Name of Huntingdon called by^ Leland, Fi^aTonfandiS^J 
nantodunUmy ( /. e. ) limtingdown to one of (^yii^iS^'hmTfS. 
Neighbouring Counties ; She was Buried at Rhiall 
in Rutland/hire J but Two fhort Miles firom Stamford j 
where formerly, Cambden fays file was Wor&ipped as 
another D/a«^. .J[ hope it will not be thought 
too Ludicrous for my prefent Undertaking, if in this 
Place I obferve^ that it is not improbable, that the 
Antiquated Notes for the Hunting-Horn, were intend- 
ed at firft in Honour of this reputed Saint. For 
St. 'tiblm or 7iV'vay . eafily degenerate into Tan 
T/*t)i;y^ and in Procefs dt Time, into the Modern 
Ton-Tavern: An Inftance that fomething Vefeinbles 
this, we have in the Corruption that has been made 
of St. jinthmy into Tantony^ and St. O/tfw^into Tooly. 
•^ ^ / ^ ^ This - 
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This Conjefture I muft confefs ( in tlie Words of 
Horace ) is ad hum' indidim ore nHo; but itJiiay ferve 
.;to, amufe at leaft, if not inftruft the Reader. 

The Second Spor-t^ tho' more Ancient than the 
Joi nier, yet is fo cruel and barbarous, thai^ it is Mat- - 
tef-of Aftonifhment how it comes to be continued 
Ic;is the Publick and great Bull-rtmning. This is the 
Day, Six Weeks before Ooriilmas Da% when the 
* Butchers ol the Town provide the Bull: The Morn- 
ing which he is to be let out, about Ten a Clock, 
the BelUnan gives Notice all over the Town, that 

' 'every one fliut up their Doors and Gates^ for the Bull 
(or as a ^pit Antiquarian calls \\imRoger Tzpangdilb) 
is a going;^ b^ let out, and that none upon pain of 
Imprifonmlo^ . do Violence to Strangers, or throw 
Dirt upon the .Houfes, for the preventing whereof, 
the Mayor orders out all his Conftables. Proclama- 
imi thus made., and all the Gates Ihut, the Bull is 
turn -d out> where Tag and Rag run after him with 
Clubsy beipattering Dirt in each others Faces, and 
he is efteem'd the moft comi)leat Bullard, that can 
make himielf the mdft dirty : 'I Ihall fay no more of 
it, than to fet forth its Antiquity, thofe who want a 
more particular Information, may ( for the Price of 
One Penny) at Mr. Tbompfons Printer in Stafnford 
have thecompleat Hiftory. of it Publifhed-^by a Learn- 

' e,d Antiquary, who is now writing the Hiftory of his 

:f Native Place. 
' . William EavlJVarren iu the Time of King Johrty 

^ {landing upon his Caftle Walls, viewing, the fair 
•Profped of the River, and Meadows, faw Two Bulk 
Fighting foV a Cow; ^Butcher of the Town, Owner 
of one of thefe Bulls, accidentally coming by with a 
Dog, fet him upon his Bull, who was forced into the 
Town; he being made Mad with Noife, and other 

.Dogs purfuiiig of him, to efcape the Dbgs, bore 

down 
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down all that oppofed hira j, which occafioned fuch a 
Tumulr, that moft of the Town ^yas in Purfuit of 
him ; the Noife reached Earl Warren who was ftill 
in hisCaftle^and immediately mounted his Horfe and 
rode into the Town, to fee the Diverfion, which then 
gave him fo much Pleafure,that.he gave alJ the Mea- 
dows in which the two Biffls were arfirft found 
Fighting, (which are now calfd the Qa^le Meadows ) 
perpetually as *a Common to . the Butchers of the 
Town, after the firft Grafs is eaten,- upon this Con- 
dition, that, as upon that Day, on which this Sport firft 
began, ( whicji was the Day Six Weeks before Qr//?- 
mas) they fliould Yearly for ever, find a Mad BuU 
for the continuance of that Sport. ^^ 
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$6' The History 

CHAP. ix:. 

The Names and f torn Dads of Juch as 
hmj^ hem Benefactors to Stamford, ,^ 
either to the Corporation in general^ or to 
particular ^arifhes in the jamcy with the 
Jeveral Vfes to which thofe i>eeds (jore 
appropriated. i 

WILLIAM Earl mrrea in the time of 
King Joh^i gave and granted to this Town> 
one Place of Buriai> containing Five Acres without 
the 'Eajf: Gate of Stamford^ to Bury the Bodies of ex- 
communicated Petfons, and to build there a Chappel^ 
and Houfe for Poor Brethren. 

Upon the Incorporating of this Town, our Sove^ 
reign Lord King Edward tV. gave the Lands of 
Gowen Southerope^ which wtae confifcated to the 
Crown; to thQ Alderman and. Bwgeffes of Stamford 
for ever. 

King Edward VL gave the Lands, and Tene^ 
ments^ formerly Belonging to the drflblved Gild^ or 
Fraternity of Gy/?«/ Cfer/7?i iQ Stamford to the Alder-^ 
pian and Burgefjes^ and their -^SuccefTors for ever, 
which are worth to the Town 170 /. per Annwn i 
being the greateft and chiefeft Revenue the Town 
h^di in Lands at this Time. 

' Wi'LLiAM Ratcliffe Efquire, having been 
Alderfjtan of Stamford four times ; in 1530, 
gave all his MeflTuages, Lands and Tenements 
in Stamford^ for the perpetual Maintenance of a Free 
Grammar School i which, |-»nd for the prefent is let 
out upon Leafe, and the received Rent is about 60 /. 

a 
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^*Y^ar. So that the clear Yearly AUoU^ance to the ^ 
Mifter is4p /. and to the Ulh$r 16 h pay'd quarterly . 
in Money ; ttie Matter hath a * Houfe to dwell in, which *^^<^^oo^Houfc 
' hath lately been rebiillc by Subfcriptipns, from fome > 
neighl?ouVing Gentlemen, and the Corporation Stock j > 
• the fa^e is* now made; Magnificent as well as Conve- ' 
nient, and fit to.receiye Geiitlepien's. Sons of = any^ • 
Diftin<aion : This Houfe was built in Complement to 
the- Reverend Mr. *Hrf«»^/ the prefent Mafter, of 
whofe ^ Merits the Corporation hath ' the greateft [ 
'Opinion. ^ / 'i; 

.ik the Year i$6i. Mrs. Jane Cecily Widow, lead- 
ed andpaved the Friday f Market-Crofs in Stafnfordp t^arket-Croft 
at her own Coft ; and likevvife in the Year 1588, by 
he^ laft Will apd Teftament:^ jgave 50 7. to be lent 
out for ever without Iniereft/ to PoorTradefmen.and * 
Artificers, in Stamford and Stamford- Barotiy to be diC* 
poled of by certain Feoffees nominated in her Will; 

In the Year 1570. The North End of the $ Town ^Town-Bridgs- 
Bridge in Stanford being born down by the violence 
of a great I^ldbd, the f^me was re-built at the Charge k 
oi, William C^c// then Lord Burghky, the Toll of^ 
which End &c. belonged unto him. ' 

Francis Trigg Clerk, in 1588^ gave Four 
pQ.upds. /)^r Annum for ever, to buy Barley to 
iri^dk^. Bread for the Poor of Siamfordy the fame js di* 
ftributed the Firft and Second Monday m Lenty by the - 
]^y9r and Warden of Brbivn's fJofpitdtiot^ the Timev 
being; the Money aforefaid, is paid out of that Houfe 
which, is at this time calfd the. Nagi-JJead. : 

T'ioEi QRc/i- T^i^^ G«.Otl^man,/ia. i y8^,;^ :ga\ie 
Fpiir ' Jturicif ed- Pounds^ to; We lent em for ev^rj': 
upon good Security, to Poor Artificers that are- 
Tradefmen; without Intereft. ' 

I N the Year 160^/ Richard Snowden Clerk, and 

Mipifter of St. Johns in Stamford^ by his laft Will 

' ' I ' gave 
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- g$^(^ ^tagi Lands an4 Teoemems for ever, after tl^ 
]>ff^^ ^ ^is Wife, for ieven Poor Widows of $^V 
Agf of Cwy Yeirs aod upwards j the KroiSts where- 
of {I0br4 each Widow, feven. Pence a Week,, 
a(id a Heufe to dwf 11 in, and the Aldmnan of' Stam^ 
ford, fpr the time being, hiath a Power to place 
thf m a* aoy Vacancy happens. 

Jamb Kifby late of Stiunford Widow, the 
fiwje Yea;:, gave by Will 8 /. for ever, to be 
p« t9 Int«r«^ And the Profits thereof to be for 
the Ufe of the Poor of Stamfords. 

$jR Hobert IVmgfieldi hx't of XJpton in the' 
' Q^ttfl^ of Ngrtbampton^ being one of the Gwr 

Bifrgejjf/ in Stawfofd, and likewife the Town's Re* 
preientative.in Parliainent ; in the fame Year obtain- 
ed pf King Jftmett the Pardpn and Remittance of 
l^ylO f^JlLeens, for Stamford and Stamford-Barony' 
amounting: to the Sum of $4 L B s. /^d. 

T Hthn^/^Sk^fit'ert.Wiftgfield, In i6o^iO\>tim^d 
P(MJ^n and RfmittaAce of the faid King Jamtf, 
fctf jSws9^of ^ a^d Stamford-Zarpn, of Six entire Fmeens, 
L ttobi4lHii?g to theSum.of a54 /. <J /. 

\ In the Year 1609, the Right Honourable TibofW/tr 

Eicl of E^eeteTi gave a perpetual. Annuity of 41 /. 
If. % d» per Amt^m^ iifuing out of certain Lands in 
Littcolftjbfffi.y for the ' putting Poor Chijdrea Alp- . 
pr«Btif*s, fochr ias fto^ld be Born m did 'Tp^np/.. 
Stamf^rdi ,afl4. oo>yard other Charitable Ufes. Beffd'es' 
the Town did often receive from hm> in bis Life 
Time, many particular Favours. 
-. H u G if Aliing^o»p^hi» o( Tmwell in tfie,Cpuniy-of ^ 
^utiandr JEft|i-by m Ul^ Wil^^ gave Forty ^^ounds. 
for.evfiJt, tQ.Wlent to dbePbor Artificers in SiaiA-; 
ford, and Stasnford'barorty without Inter.ef^* by cer- 
tain. Feoffees mim'^ «"• hi« f^d )ViJl 

.' f - - ~* *l " ■ ' 
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. ft G ER Mannort ofl^gtm ia the County of 
Lfftccftn, Efq; by hi« M Will, gave to the Poor of 
Stamford Twenty Povmds for sver^ to be |)»t 
to Intereft, the Profit whereof, to be laid out in 
Coals yearly amongft the faid Poor, as the Aldertiuuf 
for the time being ihall think, fit. 

Tut Reverend Robert Johnfon of Northhffen-^ 
ham in the County of Rutland, late Arch-Dea- 
con Of Leiceftert -«mong manv other his Pious 66- 
nefa^ons to Stamford, whilft he lived, gave a l^r^e 
Bible to pais ii-om Alderman to Alderman^ to be |aicl 
before him, at fuch Times wbeti he goes to Chiurcb* 

Anthony Acham Gentleman, by his lafl: Will - 

fave 5 /. a Year for ever, to the Ufe of the Poor in 
tauiford* ■ ' 

"M, v^, Edward -Jfallf, gave a Houfe^ valued at three 
Pounds 10 f'. a Year> and three Acres of Land, to 
be paid to a petty School-Mafter in Stamford, to 
teaeh poor Free-men's Children, to read E^/f)5&. 

I-N the Year- 1,^8, WiUiam ^vil late ofCbefier- 
W»'in the County bf HufttingdoB, Efq,- by his kft 
Will, ^ave to the Ufe ef the Poor of Stamford 
E^ljty Pounds j the Incereft where<^ to be diftributed 
amongfi the laid Poor, at the Difcretion of the 
Alderman for the time being. . 

In the Year i6>^*j, David Earl ofJEjceter, and 
TEJizabeth^As Countefs, gave each of them jo Pounds 
for ever, the Intereft of which, is to buy Bread, for 
t\iQ Voot oi Stamford^ znd. Stofffford-Barw* 

HkNR.Y R/j/?<tf Gentleman, late of iJrtffBrfw^, by 
his lart Will in i^yi, gave to the Ufe of the Poor of 
Stamford Twenty Pounds, the Intereft whereof to 
be diftributed as the Alderman for the time beii^ ihall 
think fit. 

In the Year 1^55. John Wia'oer Mq; one of the 

Pofn-T^urgeffes of Stanford, sai oat q{ its Bttrg^er in 

' X/2 . , ' Farliament, 
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iPatlidment^ gave 160 I. for ever to be lent .put 
gratis^ to twenty Poor l^radefmen, Artificers, /apd 
Frtemeh of this Corporation* 'viz. to Ten of tliem 
6. 1; 13. -'.. 4. d. and to other Ten, 3.L 6. /. 8. d. 
each ; and he affo gave la Bibles, to be kept at 
St, Marys Church in Stamford^ to be difpofe^ of by 
the Clark of the (aid Parifli, tofuch Strangers as fliall 
come to the Ledlure there : Alfo he gave a./air 
Culhion to be laid before the kldetfnan in his Seat 
>t Church. ; .. 

• .In 1646. Mr, ff^eaver procured 140. !• to be di- 
ftributed, to St. MarysjSx.Michaers^ St.Geo^e% 
and St. Johns Churches. 

S I R. Chrijlopber Uapham^ a Perfon of a very high 
and ancient Extraction, a Freeman and Inhabitant of 
thi? Town, wh^n he was made Free, in the Year 
^idjS, gave a large Silver Cup, to pafs* from 
Alderman to Alderman. The Arms of the Town 
infculpcd on the one Side, and on the Other, his own 
paternal Arms, "uiz. Argent, a Bend AziKe^ charged 
with fix Flower-de-luces. Or. 2. !• and 2. 'The 
faid Cup is in Weight 35 Ounces. . ' '■ r 

Henry iV^^/Efq; gave a handfome Fire^Engine, 
for the Ufe of the Corporation. 
, Lady ^ane Tfxoroid^ gave a Clofe adjoining to 
Siaynford-Baron jihe yearly Income of which, to be 
diftribu tied, half toi the Poor of Stamford^ and the 
other half to Stamfoird^dron^ 

Edward Curth Alder man^ in the Year 1 5p 3 , ga;ve 
by Will, twenry Pounds for ever, the Intereft of 
which, was to buy Coals for the Ufe of the Poor 
of Stamfords ^', 

Mrs. Sarah King^ gave likewife^Ten Pounds foY 
the fame Ufe. ' 

Ric^HAKD WatTvici Alderinan, gave by '\Vilt.30 !. 
to the Conporadon for ever^ the, Intereft of which ^o 
^ ■ • ■ . ' . ^= be 
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4De ^if^ributed; Weekly jp -Bfead .to U^e^- Ppw^ 
Siafiffcrd; . ' * ' -. . ' t '. ' 'VlvV 

Charles J5f rt/V Senior Efq; amongfl: fe yera| Betle^ 
fadions to this Corporation, gave a large Silver Mace^ 
giltj no way inferior to the Lord CIwncellor\arld;f 
Silver Punch BowJ, with a Cover to- it handfomly 
gilt ; the fam^ holding j^ Gailons. It hath the fol^ 
ing Infcription upon it, - -, , 

Carolus Bertie frater Roberti filius Montacuti ne^ 
for Cojnituin de Lindfey ,b4^;editfrbjure.jn0gm'um 
JingiU CameraiioYum qui binis^pidbfii.j^^^ 
de ^Stainfordr^ad jupreipa yegnix^omitiaAde^umu^^ 
jin.Dom. 1678. et i6S$. ^ibus .utmque annis Pa^ 
niel Wiginore Praetor hujus hurgi fuit. . . 

Poculum hoc //J quo Ow; r^tio^frfordie^^. tutn:Jju^ 
am: ey^ga jerpii^mor ^agn^>BHtwt^ ^S^/fi^ffff. 
turn Bevtiufne Dojmr^rgc^' llbsj^i(^Mm^ camtj^mQ^'^fO: 
ei^em Dan. Wigmore nunc Pr4tm ejurqiie Jn petpetfh 
um fuccsffhrihus gratus aclibet^ doflUt dicatqufi An. 
Pom.je^P' ...7 ; r. ••Vi..c .(; " • • ;-i 

iTbe Mace hath- the fdllowing' ICcnikioh upon' it. ^ 

'^ 'Ex donb NobiliJJimi'Viti Carvli Bertie Titii Mcfntar 
cuti Comitif de Lindfey qidantiquohuic^urgodi'Stam 
ford {cujus Suffragio in Comitiis Regni Locum ja?n obti-- 
net ejufdem Rurgi nomine ) Signum\hoc Prdtorid Digni^ \ 

.tatff veluti pignuf dmorii fui perpetud geflandum dedit. S 

Anno Pratura Daiiielis }Vis,more & Humana SatUtis / 

MDCLXXVIIL < 

This Gentleman was endow'd with extrapfdinary 
Parts,* and very early qualify 'd himfelf for the' Service 
of his Country, by his Travels into i^r^^.rr, S/?^//r, 
Itahy Germany^ Holland , Planders,. 'T)enmar}^ Sweden ' 
and Polai^d. lie firft fignaHz'd his Valour, by his 
Attendan ce on George Duke of AlberwarJ^ General to 
Km^ Charles II. in the two grear Battles fought a- 
gainft the D'lttch at Sfe^, in the* Year \666. and was 

afterwards 
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jtftei^fd^prefttr'd<obe#neof the Captains in hfe 
Majefty's Regiment of Guards, whence his Majefty 
wis pfeafed w command him his Envoy ejftraordinary 
to Chrfiian the ^th^King oi Denmark y to adjuft ^the 
i^fflferefice about thet'feg in the Year 1671'; in whick 
Negotiation Baying fticceeded to his Majtfty** - great 
SatisBiftibrij he teterri'd Home ; and in 1672 wiaited 
on hi$ Royal Highijefs the Duke of Jork to Sea ; and 
was perfonally wiih hrm, in that Engagement of $<>/- 
B/ijr. • In ilSj^ he was' advanced to be Secretary of the 
fTrlPi^n'jiftideil' the Right Honourable Thofttas l^'iiA 
of Dhnby i ' then E/ird' High' Treafurer of England'^ 
and in tlie Teair idSo was again honour'd with the 
Aj^intment of his Majefty's Envoy extriaordinary, to 
feyeiral Ele6ftr^i, and other -Princes of GerttMny. And 
Wi <Jf allin the Y^^ i58t, v«fas jhade* T^eafkrer, irA 
Pa^f4dflir 6f fets Majeftys Office of <^dn&e: in 
which he fetv^d neat 10 Yeafs, tho* tinder three feve- 
ral Reigns: And ferv'd 30 Years in Parliament, as 
hurgefi of Stamford ; wherein he acquitttfid himfeft* 
withHOf^ttedJ^pfitatjon. He had'f«Kth ^in nisJvTJr- 
fal Genius, that, wh^ri h? went to foUicite a -Favour, 
he could eafily enter into the Foible of every Man^ 
Nature : And fo indefatigable was he at all Times, 
in the Service of his, Friends, that he never ceafed his 
Importunities till he had either gained his Pointy or 
left no Hopes of^Succefs. He was a true Pairigt of 
his "Gountry, and valued it's Intereft fo much, that 
notwithftanding he tafted largely of his Prince's Fa- 
vours, he freely quitted them all, rather than confept 
to the leaft Thirjg, he tbought mioht be a Bi'fl|rvice 
riB, he utwoubtedly was theproper- 



to it ; and thereforie. he utidoubtedly was the proper- 
eft Perfon, to feprefent fo uncorrupted a Corporation. 
His Behaviour was eafy,.and genteel ,• and he was fo 
well beloved, that he us'd commonly to he catled 
Bonefi Charles tertin i And well did he <leferve fo 

particular 
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ie]0ea the great ^fteeno, bis iQpuntry (^ for bini,, 
the great Cou.ocil of tiie MaU(»i ..honpnr^biy <iQq|43t>- 
ted Him ^ But. I Ihall fay no morie of this great D4^». 
tban» thgt be. was Qra^dfoil tp.th^; valil^t Earl ;9A 
Uftdfey.xku io b^ravely 1^ bis V|e i^k fhe.i^ttie H' 
Edge^Hill i in xh& , juft ; Dpfenf^j of > bi?;. Kipg; iii)4i 
Country.. 

Ifi. tfie Year 1702 WiUiatn. Chmber^ a QapkM 
BurgefAof .StatnfordA g8v« by W|l|:Wenity.Pq^ni^ 
t^. Ifltjereft of syhieb W be di%ilpiW94 yi^ar'jyi;*?,' 
mjprigft (whPppr, a? flaUjiye in th«iit Mk)i»ip cajle^r 

In the Year 1704, M^?. St^nf^, gayp a fefg^; 
Biblf to jtbfi Q»pora«on, .tq gft fom Majj^^Q JVJ^JJWt 
to be laid upon the Cuflilbn before hi^ --wbiitn^^^ti^i 
at,ChttrjEb» :■:.■, '.'■.'.. ' \\y/ 

Hfi. fohn. F0kffr Aldemm^ by bjs WiH 4§!5e4i 
December 20. 1707, gave 30 I. to be. pm otft^ijibeilB-. 
tereft: of xvbichfc to he glvep y/asar^ tp.cbei^or of tbe 
afoflefaidi W»f» ?i-' , -: •: • /. . , :.- 'i ,.:. .. r; .-. 
. Chfft^m^9hnWyldbf>r^hy., Wil^^^K'^pX dPi, 
the Poor" of Stofnford, to be difpoied of, fs hfS,]^X4^ 
cujtfiH ibould think fit^ who paid the ^n^ info^ i^e 
FJands of tlie CprporatipRj and < dii§i9;<?d .(H^W; li»wrfti^l 
tb«r*Qli ilo b^ ffiti thie .Uf^ipJjth^.'^idrlC^^'iWr- 
CYer* : ■:::..) -.j/a: :..,;; o:oi'..'j .h:/.^l:ii -.ib .1..:. li 

Year 1457, at his own «:^ft,bi|ih the QildwIApirfl^^rii 
tKe Nor^ Side of .tb^t.Ch^^sJi. ^f i^bis CUiKcIj, ; -0 V 

Charge ) in the South Qiiirfti/A^^ffiifiy^ rjafi4)3g|Mft> 
fcfeme' B0ok$ {tQ,thf5 ifarae 5 . .ap4 ?*{ W !E>«>«^saw% len 
R<xun4?bthe IntereftofwbichjVYasye^^y-^tjp l>p: UM' 
QHt in. fiiciii feooksv^ the Mtm&ejr of Jbft ^arifeiftQUW? 

juiE^esftpft^irf^fiil:, Ji^/ybriiy feitjjjoiai»iyi^§Bi 

!. repaired, 
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r6pair^d> aikl^^ikae '^eediri^ at the-Expence 

dt^ofhuaBMmUEto^] who haih ferVed; this Cor-' 
poration twice as Mtzjfdr^ with great Wifdom and Re- 
putation, and diftinguiflied himfelf by many worthy 
Afti^ns. Tberi i§ now a Sufefcdprion ampnjg fome- 
^ntkn-T^n,- in tfle TeWri and ^ Country, -annually 'to 
Isy t)i&-d-SumioF^M6n6y in fiich Books^ iasi ate vaiiif- 
able ,• when J, after every Subfcriber hath read the 
{aidv Books, they are depoficed in xhe Library for the 
Ufe 'of theL Publick; ; This is a :B4nefaa^n ev^ry way 
wdrthy^thdfe^ Gentletiien who are fo geheroufly^ dif-- 
pe>(eid : Th^y me^t the l^ft^^Thurldiy' m every 
Month, to confider what are the moft ufeful Books 
to purchafe s. and the prefent Ndbie Earl of E^^f^r, 
^ufy ^j^^f'jiS. gav^ as lOL EncbUTiagfefli^fte' tolhlsDe- 
Ci^ni^^'liS'S. --::::-: r:/i:;:.:0 ' Jj r:cr;:; ]:' ■[ ir. ;.; 

M R. -John Bullpci of this Parilh^ was a gfeat' -fie-'^ 
nefador to the fame, in employing the t^ouot in 
knitting of Jerfey, : • 

- Mr; Jm'JV^^ Qititm and. Butcher of LonddH^ 
born in this Parifh^ gave four Pounds to the faid 4?a-i 
rllh, the^Itifcei^f^ofwh^^^ is yearly to. bfe giVeift "to 
the Poor of tlfe fame, * •* 1 ir 

\. R o BE K^f'Bulloci of London Ghirtirgeon, gave rfiree-^ 
Pounds'^ tb^fee-a^ed to^the four bis Uncle JphnWeft 
gtf*e*^r^\hV-tjfe^'^'b?^th6-'|Jo(» the Rftereft t6P'b»y: 
Breadj the Sabbath before and after Chriftmas Day^ 
foi? ever*,- % be iJiftribti^Md^^ the' ^fcim?IVlbVt!ie 
Ppot^, by tlie Oificers of the iaid Pa^ifcii ^: v -^ 
. John BUll^k'<^ I^ondoh^Bh^ii^r gave 3 1.^ tO' 
^ imsl^ thefSbMetf-tSta^^fl SHfrf-fd b^ difpofed'o^^i&dr- 
^ dittgitothelWtiS^i^ferf^^^^^^ '^-^ r/i . :l; .D 

The af(it€{M<Pl€^M BuUdcry^^^^ Died 'dSfe^ ' 
July 2^. 16$$. gave to this Parifli the Suni of 
50 L for ever; to the Endj that the Poor of this Parifli 
flioulid hkve out-of ^Sik^ Pitfitfei «f tb^" jo* 1; the Va« : 
^ lue 
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kttt-of * «• S A. weekly, jdyijHjg ,the Space of %± 
We^s « very Year ; ,iibe i^i|d ^^4 J^eeks^ to begi^i th? 
firft Saturday after the Feafl of St. ]^chad tli^ Afcfr 
ofigel/and ^thence to cootlotte fftr z^ Weeks folio w- 
ing, as rfoteiaid, Jthis isiQ he 4^*d o>u in Breads apd 
diftributed at the Difcretion of ^he .Officers of thii 
Parifli. 

Ed WAS© Robinfon Chlzeny and White-Baker iqf 
London gavse 11 1 6 s^ and -8 d. yearly to this^Pa- 
rilh, dui3ng4he Terms . of certain Years, in a Leafe 
Jie had at the Time of his Death, of the Inn called 
the White-Horfe in I^€tter-Lam London i P^rt of 
Which Money, is to buy Book:s for the afore faid. Li- 
^ brary, and the reft for the jlepairing of the Churchy 
Jo Vl n JLeife one of the Com- Burgeffes .of Stamford^ 
ai)d late Inhabitant >of this Parifti, gave 20 1. the In- 
tereft w^hereof to'be for the Rieipairs of this Church. 
•Mr^ <x;'^^^ who lived in this Parifii, gave ,very 
liberally towards building a very fair Pulpit in 
this Church, and towards a rich Velvet .Pujpit-Clpth 
for the fame. 

M*..^ Mafjhal Ciiken <ind Whit^Baketr of jLo^ 
^on^ gave 3 1. and Mr. Ihomas Harrifon Qtizen 
and Vintner of London^ gtive 2 1. 

T^pTER^ is Six Shillings and Six Pence a Year 
paitl to this Church -for -the Repairing of tbe,i^ime, 
being the Rent of a Shop in St a^nford-- Barony 
i>ut who gave the fame is no where fpecified. 

In the Year 17 2 j Mrs. IVills of Exon^ in the 
County of Rutland^ gave 200 1. to this Church, to 
jprocure the like Sum (as .Aiigmentation tp it) from 
the Bounty of Qiieen Anne. ' 

* Mr, Marjhal Citizen and White-Baker otZjondon^^ kw^s^u. 
^av6 ten Pounds to this Parifli ; the Intweft of wWch 
^um, to be for the Ufe of the Poor of the, fame : He 
alfo gave twenty Marks a Yearfor a weekly Xefture 
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in this Church, which, tho' once the faid Le^ure 
ceafed> is now, and has conftantly for fome Years 
t)een maintained. 

Mk. John Dehham gave five Pounds to this Parifii, 
the Intereft whereof, yearly to be for the Ufe of the 
Poor of the fame^ 

Mr. Robert Warner gave five Pounds for the liko 
Ufe"^ 

Mrs. Winifred Browne y the Wife and Executrix of 
John Browne^ late of this Parilh Efq^ gave ten Pounds 
for the Ufe of the Poor. 

William Fi(her late of Boum^ in rhe-Gounty of 
Lincoln Gentleman, gave fix Pence a Week for 
ever, to be laid out in Bread for the Ufe of the Poor 
of this Parilh. / 

William Browne^ Merchant of the Staple, above 
250 Years fince, at his own proper Coft, built the 
Steeple belonging to this Church ,• being a very curi- 
ous and excellent Fabrick ; he likewife built a great 
Part of the Church it felt 

The Lady Bt4ci, gave the Sum of 60 1. the 
Intereft of which is yearly^ to be diftributed to 
the Poor of All-Saint r^ St. Johnsy and St. Martins, 
f St. George's. "^ Mrs. Jane Cecil Widow ,•-( Mother to William 
Lord B«r5&% )' gave fifteen Pounds for eyetj^the 
'Ufe of \yhich to be given to* the Poor- pf thi^ 
Pirilh. 

JoHi^ Chime hieo£ Stamford-Baron^ Gentleman!, 
gave twenty ShiUings a Year, to be paid quarterly, to 
the Poor of this Parilh. 

William GaT^Efq i who liv'd at the Blaek- 
Fryers^ gave forty Shillings a Year, to provide Bread 
and Wine, for a Sacrament to be adminiftred upon 
the firft Lord's Day .of every Month in the Year. 
He likewife gave twielve Pence a Week for ever, to 
be diftribpted CO the Poor ia j^read. ']..•" 
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i'^71. The aforefaid William fijher gave to this . 
Parifli 12 d. a Week for ever, to be laid out in Bread 
and given to the Poor of the fame. 

There is belonging to this Parifh feven Pounds a 
Year^ being the Rent of divers Traements in the 
fan)ej but Who giive it to this Church, is no where 
mentioned. 

Sir Richard Cufi^ Grandfather to the prefent Sir 
R/Vfidri/j gave 40 s. a Tear for ever to the Poor of 
this Pa/iln ; the Houfe now called the Fryers, is af- * 
Cgned for the Payment of the fame. 

Mr. Brocilesby^ by his laft Will gave 50 I. to thii 
Parifli forever.; the Intereft of which Money is year- 
ly to be diftributed among the Poor of th^e faid Pa- 
rifh;^ 

There was a 'Tenement given to the Minifter of 
"this * Parilh, and his Succeflors for ever, by Mr.*st.fjofan> 
Xieorge Trigge ; upon Condition that the faid Minifter, 
ind his Succeflors, fliould yearly diftributfc to the Poor 
of this Parilh the Sum of 27 s. 

Dr. Peter Fulwood gave by Will in 1^42. ten 
Shillings yearly to the Poor of this f Parifli y and af- fstMkhiers. 
ligned a certain Parcel of Land, containing 1 1 Acres 
in Stamf or d F\q\6^ p\\xch2ikdi oi Thomas Jaclfon^ for 
the Payment of the fam^ : Here liave been given for 
the Service of this Church, two large Silver Flag- 
^ons, and this Year two large Silvfer Plates, and two 
fmall ones j but who are the pious Benefaftors, is no 
H)therways guefs'd at, than by the Arms upon the 
Plate, which are thofe of the ancient 'Family of the 
'trollopes ; to which worthy Family the Corporation 
ftands largely indebted, for many other Inftances of 
^their Piety and Charity. 

§The Lady Dorothy Cecil, one of the Daughters; ^ sc Martin's 
■ and Co-heirs of the Lord Latimore^ and Wife to Tbo- f^^^^""'^'^^" 
mas Earl o[ Exeter y did in her Life-time purchafeand 
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fettle j4 Acrps of Arable Land, Leej^aftdPafturey in 
Plimn^by^ JJareby^Enderhyy Kirkbiy'^ and Cfaxb^ irif the" 
County of Lincoln; with' a rioufe built upon tH^* faid'^ 
Ground : Alfo one Clofe of Pafture cal^led Sheffield's 
i^lofe, containing by Eftimation 14 Acres, lying in 
SHUon-MayJIjefj in, the County aforefaid,: the K^tife 
and Profits of which to be employed to the folloWiri'g . 
UfeSj^.TfJS. For the placing poor Boys and Girls Ap- 
prenttcesj for two proper Perfons to tea^ji poor t)hil- 
(Jren to read Englilk^ and knitj and for fuch other At 
lawances to the Poor 6/ the faid Parife, as the Triif^ 
tees fliall think fit ,• vvhfch' Truftees are always to b'6> 
nominated By the Earls of E^^/^r. 

The Right honourable David Earl of Exeter 
gave 50 1. and the Right Honourable £//;b^^^/^, 
Dowager of the faid Ear), added 50 K more i both . 
which Sums vyere depofited, in the Hands of the -4^- 
deYjnafi of i^tamford. The Ufe of which wiis to pro-^ 
vip^e Bread to be diftributed monthly to the Poof 
oi Stamford, and Stamford-^aron. 

Mrs. Jane Cecily by. Will gave -50 1. for ever, ta 
be let out to poor Tradefmen in Stamfordy ^rxi St am-' 
ford-haron without Interefl. 

Hugh Arlington Efq ; of Unwell in the County 
of kutland^ %2i\t by Will 40 1. to poor Artificers iti 
Stamford and Stamford-Baron; which Money was paid 
into the Hands of tke^lder?nan of Stamford, 

Jane Saltet Spinfter of Huntingdon^ gave a Rent 
Charge of eleven Shillings and eight Pence for ever, • 
to be iffu^d put of her late Dwelling ; to be paid to 
the Church Wardens of this Parifh^upon Monday m 
Ea:^er V^^^ok^ viz. Six Shillings and eight Pence5(Paft 
thereof) for one Sermon to be preached on the fai3 
Monday in this Parifh Church 5 and five Shillings the 
Remaindeir of the aforefaid Sum, to be diftributed to 
1 5 poor Perfons of ih© Parifli, 4 d. each* 

Catherine 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



* » 



CxTHiRiNt Gregory o£ Eafton^ in tbst County 
of Northampton Splnfter, by btr laft Will gave 3 L 
the Intereft of which is to be Jaid out in Bread, to be 
diftribured* among the Poor every Good^ Friday. 
. Thomas Keiilehorou^y of this Paf ifh Gentlemail, 
fettled in hisLife^tittie, 3 Acres of Arablp Land lying 
in the high Fields of Stamford-Baron ,• the Rents of 
which to be laid out in Bread for the Poor, and 
diftributed every St. Thomas's Day. 

M A R 6 A R B T, Relfd of John Johnfon ; gave ib 5. 
tlie Ihtereft of which to ptovvde list tWo Penny 
Loavts, ior be gi<ren to fix poor Widows of the f$i4 
Parifli, upon New- Years-Day^ yearly for ever: It bb- 
ing the Day of the Donor's Binh. 

J ERE ill AM Lawford gave 40 s. thfe Intereft- 
bf which yeady to be diftribated ariiong the 
Poor. 

Mrs Margaret Lamb by her Will gave two Sil- 
ver prates; and 5 1. to buy more for the Ufe.ofthe 
Communion Service* 

The Right Honourable Elizabeth Countefs X^ow*- 
ager of Exeter y. by her Will gave €6 1. the Intereft 
of which to be yearly diftributed among the Poor of 
this Parife. * 

Mrs. Mary Walburge^ ^l^Sy g^ive two Silver 
Flaggons, and 10 I. to buy mor^ Plate, for the Ufe 
of the Communion Service. 
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CHAP. X; 

Such ancient and modern Monuments as 
are to he feen^ in and about Stamford, 
•^r Stamford-Baron* 

■^^Homan.way.^TT^HERE IS an ancient "^ Dike, appears in divers 
JL Places, between Stamford and Lincoln ; ^teit 
Part of^ wtiich is ruined by Tinie : -Yet on the North- 
*Side of the Town there are great Remains of 
this Roman-Way, which was formerly call'd tlie 
t P. 4^5. High-Dike^ t Cambden fays, this Dike was the Ro- 
man High-Way out of this Town into the North ; 
^^icb clearly {hews that there was a Ferry here i 
k Gaufenna;. Y^t . thfs does not prove, that this was that $ Gau- 
jenna which Antoninus places at fome fmall Di- 
' 'ftance from hence^ But (ince the little Village 
called 'Brigcaflerton (which by its very Name ap^ / 
pears to be ancient ) is fituated but a Mile off, 
where the River Gwajh or JVaffo croffes the 
High- Way ; the Neamefs of the Name. Gi£;4/5& to 
GaufenniCj, and the Diftance not being inconfiftent^ 
^makes me apt to believe, till Time fliall bring 
the Truth to Light, that Gaufepru is at prefent 
called Brigcajlerton. If J Ihould think Sta^nford 
fprang from the Ruins of this Tovvn^ and that this 
Part of the County is called Kefteven from Gau^ 
fenna i as the other Part is named Lindfey from 
the Q'ty Lindum ,• I would have the Reader take 
it as a bare Opinion, and pafs what Judgment he 
thinks fit. 'Tis the current Belief, that this Gau- 
fenna was demolilhed ; as Henry ' Arch-Deacon of 
iHuntingdon relates, when the Fids and Scots ra- 
vaged this whole , County as far as Stafnford ; 

where 
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where our' Hengifi^ and ^ his Saxons^ with great 
Gallantry ftopt their Progrefs, and- forcM them to 
fly in the utmoft Diforder. > 

On the South Weft Side of tKis Town, the 
ISjoman-Way croffes the River Wetand; thro' a fto- 
ny Ford at the Bottom of a Place* which as I 
faid- before^ was called the Nuns-Lane.; from 
whence ir goes by> Burghley-ParhWall beneath 
Barnaci^ which is at this Time called the Forty- 
FooUjVay^ Atom its Breadth, and is ftill to be feen. 
It. went, to "^ DuYQbri^4ey a very ancient City, cal- ^ Dur6briv«. 
led in Saxon Dor mancejler; .from thence to Stilton,^^ 
formerly Stichiltony where it again appears. This in 
Cambdens Judgment is Antoninus' siDurobriv^ey which 
be interprets Fluminis trajeifus. 

On the North Side of the Town, near the 
Road J about 12 Score Yards from Clement- gate; 
flood formerly a t Crofs of Freeftone of curious t qtueen mei- 
V Workmanfliip ; it had many Arms upon it, as^®^'^^^^"- 
^ thofe of England^ Caftiky Leon^ and Toi^lbu. This 
is now quite demoliflied. Yet about the Year 1646, 
if we may give Credit to Mr. Butcher (who Mr. 
Ted <:alls a forty Writer ^ xho he has often quoted 
him J and. I dare fay, will quote him again) 
fome Remains appwred. This Crofs was cal- 
led the £ueenS'Crofsy and was eredled by King. 
Edward the firft, about 1293, ^^ Meniory 
of Eleanor Daughter to- Ferdinand the thirdi 
King of Cafiile ', who was the beloved Wife* 
of the faid King. She died at Harebj near 
Bullingbroie in Lincoln/hire'; in the Year 1291. In 
her Journey to tfeftminflir, where ever her Hear fe 
refted, the King ere^ed one of thefe magnificent 
Croffes, as a Monument of his great Love. We 
have from Tradition^ that, the King was wounded, 
( in the Wars Abroad ) with an invenom'd Arrow, 

/ * ' " and 



Digitized by 



Google 



yi. The Ml s tort 

and liis VfiOtind by all beinp judgM mortal; 
this Queen^ did fhen, wich her i>vm Moutii 
fuck out the Poyfon ; fo that bh Majefty recove- 
red : Wliether any (>edit is to be given to ihis 
as the -Caufe of thefe CroflTes being ere&ed) ite 
Reader muft determine with hinifeif : However, 
as file was a religious and virtuous Lady, there 
was great Honour due to her Memory. 

At ttae upper End of the middle Quire of thi« 
' ^ St. l^ary's. '^ Church, there ftands a Monument, very curious 
in its - JVorkmanlhip. It has but little whereby 
we can judge to whofe Memt)ry it was erefted ; 
tho' it plainly appiejrs to have been for fome great 
Perfon, and his Lady : He lyeth in Arniiour Gap- 
a-pe, at his Feet there is a Lyon coudiant, and 
round the Tomb are JRofes, (theColour^W)t diftin- 
jguilhed ) fupported by a Greyhound,- and a Dra- 
gon : The TOrt-CulKs and Hatchment, belong to 
the Houfe of Somerfet^ which was a Branch ^f 
the Royal Blood J fo that there is Reafon to believe^ 
it was ereifted 411 Memory of one of the Houfe of 
-Lancader. 

At the upper End of the fame Quire, in the 
•^GJafs Window; did (land (but are now defaced) 
three Efcutcheons of Arms ,• the firft Gules a F^fs, 
between fix crofs CroflTes, Or ; being the Goat Ar- 
-mour of Beaucbampy fometime Earl of Warwici. 
X-ikewife another Coat, wjs. Argent a Fefs, between 
3 Crefcents Gules ; which is the Coat df Ogle of 
Pinchbeck in the County of Lincoln; fr<^m which 
Family, the Baron Vgles d[ the North are defoen- 
ded. The third is Azure a Crofs fitch^d betwtfen 
a Eagles Wings, "Or. Iti the middle WimJow on 
the South Side of the Church, there was likewife, 
the Coat Armour of Sbeiton of Norfollt j viz. t 
Crofs, Or J the Field Azure. 

On 
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Oh the Ndrtli Side of the Golden Qjiirci ia the 
Wall of the fame^ there is a Monument lying kt 
Armour Cap-a-pe, but as it has neither Efcutcheoo. 
nor Infcription upon it^ we can give no other 
Account to whom it may belong, than what the 
painted Glafs that was in the Wmciow> near to the 
fame, may inform us : The Surcoat is a Chevron 
ingrafl'd^ between 3 JLyons Paws coup'd, and 
^re&tiiy Argent, arm'd Gules ; which Coat belongs 
to the Name of U/htry fo that it is probable it wa« 
for one of that Family* 

In the Middle of the Floor of the faid Golden 
<iuire, lies buried under a fair Stone of blue Mar. 
ble, plated very curioufly with Brafs Work, ^///. 
afA Hickbamy fometimes Alderman of Stamford^ the 
Portraiture both of himfelf and his Wife in Brafs, did 
fometime fince lye fixed upon the faid Stone, but is 
now removed. 

At the Ajpper Endof the aforefaid Qiiire, there 
hangs upon the Wall a Table of Arms, dedicated 
to me Memory 6f Frances the Wife of Robert 
Sow Gentleman, fecond Daughter of Sir John 
Burrel of Dowsby^ in the County of Lincoln^ who 
departed this Life, July 31 1654, ^^^ Arms above 
this 'Superfcription are. Argent, a Fefs Gules be- 
•tween 3 Balls vert charged with a Clnquefoile Ar- 
gent between two Martlets, Or, by tlie Name of 
SloW^ impaled to Argent a Salteir Gules, between 
4 Bur Leaves flipped i proper, upon a chief Azure 
a Lyotis Head erafedi langued. Gules, between 2 
Picke-Axes, Or, by the Name of Burrd 

In the Library of the faid Church, lyes intomb- 
edj Maryy one of the Daughters of John Rogers Gen- 
tleman, and Wife of Jojhua Blackwell Efq; who in 
Refpeft to her Memory, and to fliew the true Affe- 
^on he had for her, ^re^ed dgataft the Wall a 
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iiaiidibme Marble Nfonumem : Oo tbe Topt^f ivhfch 
is fix'd their Arms. A Lyon rampant^ Or, in Pitt of 
die FieW Gules, 6 upright Bars Azure and Argent^' 
the Borxler Argent with 6 Ernain s tke^ t^clfs Sa- 
bles hbm'd. Or, a Chevron Sabks, the Field Arg^^ ^ 
the Qeft a Swan s Head, Or^ about the Necfc a. Coro* 
net Azure, 

This Church as well as the reft of the Churches 
in Stamford hath within thefe 14 Years, been greats 
ly beautified ; and made exceeding neat;, at tb? 
Charge of each Parifli by proper Aflfefl&neats. 
f^St. George's * I ^ the upper Window of the Quire of St. Georges 
Church are ponraved kneeling, as in Su QiQrges 
, Chapel at Wtndfor^ before the Image of that Saint i- 
Edward the third's ^atf/;, the- Prinoe of Wales ^ and 
Henry Duke (^ Lancafier^ all in their Robes^ of the 
Order of the Garter r and in the Windows on each 
Side the faid Quire are portrayed, according to tb? 
fifft Inftitution, the firft ICnights of tliat Order, that 
were made kneeling in their Garter Robes upon 
their Surcoats of Arms, which faid Ofjd^r was foun- 
ded by Edward HI. The Names of the firft Knights - 
are here fet down in Order. 



Edward III. 

Edward Prince of Wales* 
Henry Duke of Lancafter. 
Thomas Earl of WarwicL 
Captain de. Bouche. 
Ralpji Earl of Stafford- 
William de Mbnteacute, 

Earl of Salisbury. 
Roger de Mortimer, Earl 

of Marcti. 
JohndeLifte. 
John de Beauchaffn.p» 



Bartholomew Burwafli. 
John tie Mohun. 
Hugh de Courtney. 
Thomas Holland. 
John Grey. 
Richard Fitz-Symom. 
Miles Stapletoij. 
Thomas Walle. 
Hugh Wriothfley* 
Nigellus Loring. 
John Chan dois. 
^mes Audley. 
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Otho iJaIIand[. I Zacheus Dawbtigcoi&rf,. 

Henry Erne.' (William P^ganell. 

Ik the Windows o£ the faid Church there appears?,' 

ia fiwdry Places, the Coat; Armour of divers ancient 

and, nd)le Families ; viz. The Coat of Earl 7^r- 

' ren^ the ancient Lord and Gwr^er of 5f^;/^/(?yi,Chekie 

;%0f5 Azure. ' 

The Coat of Baldwin Lord Wakey Or y three Tor- 
toifes in Chief, a Fefs Gules. 
. L I K E W I s E the Arms of SapcotCy who bears So- , 
ble a Pidgeoii Coat ereded Argent. 

In the lower Window towards the South, is the 
Arms of LaGroffe^ being j^ Or, a^ Chevron betwixt 
two RofesGules* 

In another Window on the fame Side, is the Coat 
Armour of^Mokmix of Haughton, in the County 
of Mottinghamy who bears Azure, a Crofs Molyne 
Qjiarter pierced Argent which feveral Monuments of 
Arms were here placed, either in regard the Bearers 
of them were Benefaftors to this Church, or had 
Lands jnd PoffeflSons*in the fame Parilh. , 

In the Eaft Window there is painted in Glafs, 
Our Saviour bleffing the Elements: This was done, 
by Mr. John Langfo^y late Writing-Mafter of this 
PJa.ce, who was a very great Matter in his Way, 
as his Books, which are in the Hands of his Widow, 
fufficiently teftifie.. 

'^ There are in this Church very few Monu- ^ Aii^Saincs. 
nFients either in Stone or Glafs. The, Arms ot the 
lown were fixii in tlie loweft Window Weft of the 
North Side of the Church, and on the South of the 
fame Window, are the Arms of the Merchants pf 
the Staple, i;/^. Wavy of 6 Bars, Argent, and Sable 
a chief Azure, charged with a Lyon paflant Argent : 
Thefe Arms being placed here gives Reafon to be- 

L z lieve. 
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lieve, that John Browne who was ifo great a Bene- 
' ikdor to this Town^ was iikewKe fo to this Church; ' 
He and bis Wife lye interced in the Chancel on the ' 
North Side of the Church, 

It^ the Chancel, on the South Side is erefted 
a handfome Marble Monument, in Memory of^ 
Mr. Thomas TruefdaUy with the following Iniaip-^ 
tion on it. 

"Sub hoc Marmore pofitas funt Reliquiae Thos- 
*' mae Truefdale de Stamford Generofi, plurimis no- 
** ti, omnibus chari, fiiis chariffimi. In Legum An^- 
*^ glicanarum Ufu, et Curiarum Praxi, apprimever- 
** wtus, et Peritia fua, honefte alios, a^ue ac fe di- 
^^ tavir. Egenis adhuc fuperftes, fa^pe dedit. Gum 
^* moriebatur, Temper. 

*^In Vico vicino Anglice Scotgate, Hofpitum fb*- 
" tuit propriam Domum fey pauperibus perpetuo, 
^^eandemque Efomum in Agro Lincolnienfi, ad 
'^ Baftbn, et Morton, cum Fundis dotavit. Fama 
^* ejus pculto velut Arbor xvo creffit, crefletque 
" Dignum Laude ^ Virum Charita* ( Mufa melior ) 
^•'vetat mori. 

^* Si Gravitas, fi Sbbrletas, fi mentis honeftas 
" Pulchrum hominf nomen prsebeat, ipfe tulit. 
Obiit 23 Oiftobris, Anno lyooi 
^: His Arms are handfomely painted on this* Mo^ 

nument, and on th^ left Hand of it, there is one e- 
refted in Memory of Elizabeth his Wife, who 
was Daughter to John Tooly oi Bofton Gentle- 
man. 

The Font in this Church is a great Curidfity, 
Being all of Marble handfomely infeulp'd. 

The Gf-ave-Stones which are^iere, have efcaped 

the Hands of the Sacritegiotis Plunderers, moft of 

which, have the Brafs Plates upon them, as fair as 

when at firft laid down. 

^ : . ■ ^' ■ ' ■ " ? This 
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* Thi** Church is very elegantly built both with-* St. johnt. 
out and within : The Skreen which parts the Quire 
feom^ the Body of the Church, is very curious in 
ics-Workmanlhip; and the pakiied Glafs in the Win^ 
dows is ho way inferior to the other Churches. 
The Roof is lofty and neatly finiflied ; and it is a 
Misfortune, ( fince this Church is fo capable of being 
made exceeding beautiful) that the proper Addftions, 
feould J>e too great an Expence for the Pariffiioners 
to bear. Here are no Monuments that are cu- 
rious : At the Eaft End are placed Mofes and J- 
arofiy the Commandments, and the Inftitution ; thefe 
were painted, and given by Michael Collins in the Year 
1714* 

In this t Church there are no Paintings in Gfafs,.^^^-^'^^*^^'^ 
nor atiy Monuments worthy a curiouis Inquirer's No- '$^s^ 

. xice; except that on the North Side of the Commu- ^ ^^^ 
nion-Table, which is in Memory of Di'* Charles WiU 
[on I The Grave-Stone hath . the following Infcription 
on it. ^ 

M. S.. 

JtnM Wilfon Matris et Caroli Wllfon, Tilii M. 
D.dpprime Celebris ; ^«/ obiit Frid. Non. Aprilis^ 
£jra Chriftianie 
Anno 172^^. jEtatis fuiC 49/ 

He was a Man univerCilly beloveds and a Gen- 
tlemaa* in his Profeifion. This Church is now made 
as neat and convenient, as the Place will admit of ;. 
for within thefe few Years fome Hundreds of Pounds 
have been expended in repairing and teautifying 
the fame. 

. $In The uppelf^nd of the North Quire againft y,';;,^^/^^^^^^^ 
the Wall, is placed a fair Monument, In haf^y ro«- 
Ml^ory of Hicheid Cecil, and Jayne his Wtfe^ and 
tbrtt Daughters. This is fomewhat decayed in its 
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oroamental Farts, but. the folbvring Infcriptioii is 
very fair upon it. 

^^ The Ciid Richer d was oFthe Robes^ to Kingc 
'^ He72ry VIII. and toKihge Edward Wh he 4eceafed 
^^ the ijth, of May 1552. and is interred fn St. Mar^ 
" garefs Church in iVaftminfter^ he tvas Sonne to 
^^ Dan^d Cecill o( Stanford Eiq; high Sheriff of the 
*^ County of Northampton in the 33 and. 34, Yea» 
'' of Kipge H. VIII. and is buried iti Sr^ George 
M his 'Church in Stafford. 

-5^ The Said JayHe was Daughter and Heyi;^ol 

^^ William Heciington of Boarrw in the County of 

^ ^^ Lincoln Efq; file lived 87 Years, whereof ftie con* 

*^ tinued a Widow 3 j Years, flie deceafed t^ie loth^ 

/^ ^^ oi March 1587. She was a very grave religious 

^^ virtuous and worthy Matron, aAd del^hted ex- 

^^ ceedinglyv Works of Piety and Charity, :flie 

' ^^ was crowned with much Honour and Con^fort j 

^^ & by God his great BleflSng flie. lived to Tee^ber 

^^^ Children, and her Children's Children to the fourdt 

^^ and fift Generation & that in a plentiful & honou- 

'^ rable Succeflion. *- 

*^ Being a happy Mother of that moft Honourable 
«^ Sir William, Cecill Knight of the noble Order of 
" the Garter, Ld. JB(/r^/ Lord High Treafurer of 
*^ England, who lyeth here by htfr. 

Here are three Statues to reprefent three Daughters 
Margarety Elizabeth and' Am. 

" Margaret was firft inarryed^ to Hoger Ca^ve of 
^* Sf^;;at/(?r^Efa;vof whornis defcended Ser Ihdmar- 
^^ Cavey & after to Atnbrofe Smith of Bofwotth 
f ' Efquien : 

^* Elizabeth was firft marryed to l^obert J^ingfeild 
of Upton Efq,- of whom is defcended Ser Ro-^ 
^^bertWirtgfeild oWptoH Knight, and after to l^gh 
l^^-AUingtm Efquier. 

'J Annb 
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.^^AiiiiE Marryed to Jh^mar JVhyte oi luxford 
[^ Efqrof whom is defcended JobnWbyte Efq; 

In tl^e wpiper End of tlie Middle Qjiire> there ftanc^s 
a Maufoleuni, eredled to the Memory of William 
Cecil Lord Bmghley^ and Lord Treafmvr of England^ 
tt ftands jiift over the Vault, in which his Body lyes 
Interred ; and has the following Infcription on it. 
. ^' Deo Optimo maximo et memorise fhcrum^^ 
^^ Honoratifimi. et ionge Ciariflim. D. Guh'elm. Ce- 
5^ ciii, Baro de Burghley/ fumm Anglian Thefau- 
^ rari i Curiae Pupiilor. Pr^feiSt' Georg^ani Ordi- 
*^ nis Eques Auratus, Sereniffiniae ElizaSethie Ao- 
^" glia^, &c. Reginae a Sanfitioribus Coufiliis, t^t 
« Acadeniiae Cantabrigiec£s Cacicellari fub hoc 
« Tuiuttlo fecundum Chrifti .Advemwm mawt. 

I? <ipi ob eximras Animi Dotes Priflftiinj, g Se- 
^^crctis ftiit Edwardo. fcxto Anglic Jjjfegi, deinde * 
" Reginae Elizabethan, fub qua in majcimis et gtaviffir 
^^ mfe hujus Regni Cauffis fpe^Sbt*, « imprimk 
" J^robat* veram Religionem promoyendo R»* 
<5 publicae faliiti, et Dignitati providendo Cdnfilio, 
" uEquitate Conftantia, magnifque, in Rempub, 
^^ meiiJs^, Honores confecutus fumnws cum Na- 
*5 turse et Glorias fatis Patriae autem parum vixif. 
f fet, 
. ' . 4C Placide in Chriilo obdormivit. - 

^^ Uxores habuit duas Mariam Sororen> Joanriis 
^5 Check Equitis Aurati, E qua genuit Filium uni- 
^« cum 5 Thomam mine Baronem de BurghJey. et 
^. MiJd/edam Filiam Aotonii Cooke Equitis Aura-^ 
'^ ti> quae ilh peperit Rober turn Cecilium Equitem 
^ Auratum, Reg. Elizabethan a Secretis, et Curiae 
" PupiJlorum Praefedum, Annam enuptam Edwiif- 
^^;do Comiti Oxonia?, et Elizabetham Guliejtai© 
^^ Wentwortl^ Filib Primogeiuto Barones Wente 
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This Noble Earl is caU'd by Cambdeni iht ^Nejim 
of Britain i and well did he deferve that Title, as 
appears from the many extraordinary favours, the 
great and difcerning Queen Elizabeth bellowed upoa 
him : It was in a great Mealure thro' him we now 
enjoy the Bleflings of the Reformation. It is not in- 
the Power of Words, to add more to his illuftrious 
CharaiSfcer than what is expreft on bis Monument, 
viz. He li'vd long enough to Nature, Icnggmugh to 
Glory ;buUnot long enough to his Country. 

Against the North- Wall of the fame Ifle, h 
ere&ed a Monument in Memory of John Earl of 
EtceteTy and /inn his Wife : This Lord and Lady, 
lye upon a CaUnet of fine /f/a/M« 'Marble ; with 
the Preflure of his Elbow upon a Culbion ; his 
Lady on the left Side of him with a Bodk in her 
Hand : Their two Safe-Guards are Fallas and Miner-^ 
va. The Workmanfliip is curious, and fo near 
refembling thofe it was defign'd for, that k^ha^ ex- 
celled all that have ever yet been ereded in England^ 
The Bafis of the ^MoniKnent, with the Enrich-^ 
ments, which the Figures, and the Pyramid 
ftand on, rife near 30 Foot high, with Eterni- 
ty fix*d on the Top,- this was intended to have 
been higher, had the Roof of the Ifle admitted 
of it. The Infcription ^n the Monument is as fol- 
lows. 

H« !>. 1E» 

Johannes Cecil, Baro de Burghley, Exoni^ Co- 
mes^magni Burleii Abnepos baud quaquam degener, £- 
gregiam enim Indolem optimif Moribus aptitnis Arti^ 
bus excoluit. Huwanioribus Uteris bene injirudui 
peregre plus vice fimplici profeifus efi; et ab excultis 
Europae Regionibus mu^am Antiquitatwn Linguarum 
nee nan et Return CiviUum Scientiam reportavit. Cum 
Nemo forte melius vel Aulam ornare vel cwUr4 Jkes 

Publican 
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Putticar poffet^ makiit tmten Otimn et Secefjum ha^ 

Rmifuo vixity deganter^ fuffftuofe^ j^lendide i tiherali!: 

I^ut (iudiis aMe^atufA Amicif comh et jucundm i E- 

genils targufj Legumet Ecdefu Anglicanaj,/(?rr// 

fofhper propugnator^ fuarum 'virtutum^ et Peregrination 

nuffty ifno fere et Svientiarum Sociam habnit U^orem^ 

Annum -ex prenobiU Brno de Cavendifhy Galidmf 

Omitis'De^oni^ Filiam; Corf dm Forma^ et Animi 

hgeniOy% oinnibtiTy qvtx Faminam dicere poffenty Dcti^ 

ims infignem ; E qua quinque Liberos fufcepit : F^dix^ 

Conjugey fielix- et Prohy fed inter omniay 'vitatH quni fd^ 

cinnt beatiorenfy l^ortalitatif baud irnmemoTy dum (ipttd\ 

Italos' prxcipfte Art is Opera curiofus luftrabaty Hoc] 

Monumentum illiCy ubl exquifitijjime fieri potuity fibi et 

Charijffrfnie Le6ii fui ,et Itinerum et Cur arum omnium^ 

Conforti. 

'Obiitjtle' V. f. Obiit ilia 

Aug. 29. 170a Junii iS.t'fS^l 

. Petras Stephanas Monot Bifuntinus fecit Romae. 

- . MDCCIV. 

■ This beirrg a Charaifter fo remarkably fine, and 
fo jirft a Etefcription of this great Man's Capacities;* 
I thought it Pity it fliouidbe k)ft to thofe, who haVe 
mift the Knowledge of the hAtin Tongue, fo have 
attempted the Trarrilatmg of it. 

Here lies 
^ John G?a7 Ld. BiirgWfy Earl of Exeter. A wor- 
'<^ thy great Grand-fon of the great Cecil : In him the 
<^ bell fireeding, atid mbft defirable Learning were il- 
«' luftrated by a fine Genius : Being, fo accomplilEed 
<^ in genteel Literature^ he went Abroad twicre^ and 
«*^iathe'poK;e Pam of E«re>/»p finiflied himfelf wkh , 
■ a the Knowledge of the ancient Languages i and that 
«« of the World 5 when perhaps no Body, was a bet- 
.<« ter Speaker in Publick^ or a more abje States-Man ; 
|<^;,yet ii€l chofe Retirement : He lived therefore at his 

M Spwa , 
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<« GVtti Country Scat, E&;gtf»f/yi with Mww^c^w^i wkfi^ 
f Grandeur; taking Pleafure in the Amufements of ft 
5^ Gentleman : Eaiy and Genteel with his Friends, 
^^ Bountiftjl to tlie Poor i a Champion for tlie Ik^ZE;^ 
*^ and Church. He married y^»«^ Daughter of the 
^^ Earl oi De'vonfbire : As Companion in his Travel^. 
«^ fo> ecfiial in Endowments and Tafte j famous for 
*' her Beauty, and Turn of Mind, and in all thofe 
^^ Gifts, that can make a Lady appear to Advantage; 
^ by whom he had five Children. He was happy in 
,^5 his Wife, and happy in his Children : But among. 
f^ all thefe Bleflfmgs, when in Italy (where he was as 
55 curioufly entertained,, as Workmanfhip, and all Art 
^^ could an elegant. Tafte ) remembring he muft die, 
** he befpoke this Monument (where it could beft^ 
f^ be done ) for himfelf and Lady, Partner of his. 
*^ Bed, Companion in his Travels, and the. R^iever 
?f of his Cares. 

« He died. She 4ied; 

^^ Aug. 29. jyoo. June xZ.ijoik 

Near this Monument againft the lame Wall w-e-i . 
rcfted one in Memory ofMr.£^^r^D^wf> withthfti 
following Infcription upon, it;. : 

;m. s. ' ;^.^., ., 

^^ JuxTA hoc Monumentum jacet Edvardur^ll^be^ 
" Vir in Patriae Commodum fsecundus, ( Armr» . 

^' Ex una Uxore Grifilld Steuarda 

J** < & nobilf 5r£'«/i?f ^(^rra^ profapia .orfunda >-^- 

" Viginti Liberorum Paterj , .. -^ • ;> 

. cc.Vir Fide Antiqua, emendatiifimis Moribus > 
. !^ Infignierga Deum PietatCj 
; .. '^ Et Pacis Artibus confpicuus,- . .:' ^ 

5^ Eireharchae. Mumis (in hocDiftriau) pra DignitatS- 
^' Qjii ad Facultat6s non exiguas natus,; (exercens 
^^ HKs duni licuit Decore plus eft, 
!! Bfllo civili direptas animofe fuftinuifc; 
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<« Duorum fuccefllve Heroum ( EticefirU Goinit^m ) 
** Benigno Patrocinio ad extremiim fublevatus 

" Qui Temperamiae inufitatae ( nee hujus Seculi ) 
f * Meccedem tulic vegkam diu Seneaam, 

" Donee tandem in gravefcentibus Annis,' 
* Parilyfi diutina, et monitoria confedus, 

« Diem fuum obiit fupremum : 

?« Vto. Nonas, Martii, Anno ^tatis fu« Lxxviii. 

« JExx Chriftian* MDCLXXXVII. 

" Cui ( Amicitiae memor 
2 Quam iecum per aliquot Anhos fanaiffimae coluit ) • 

" ■" ** Sic pie parcntfivit Francifcut Hatcher, 

<« Senex aenimnofus, et brevi fecuturus. 

Against one of the Pillars, on the North Side 
is fix*d a Monument with the following Infcriptioii 
on it. 

« QuxM BataiM TelMs educavit 

' ** Cr<j///tf aliquandiu fovit, 
«« Anglia cuouiktioribus Beneficiis prolecuta eft; ^ 
« Ai-tium ( quas Varias callebat > juftior ^ftimatt^* 
", « Vir fecillimis, et fuaviflimis Moribus, 

« Inter Florem et Robur Juventae, 

" Vix 32dum.. Vitae Annum ingreffus, 

« Intempeftiva Morte preteptus , 
« Ws. Wiffingus Amfiehdamenfii H. S. E-; 
^ « Pidor antiquis par, hodiernis major, 
** Z^« celeberrimi non degener DifcipuljiSi 
«t Heii Fatum praecocis' Ingenii! 
"' *< Qjjam fubito decerpitur Botirus, 

*• Qui caeteris feftinatius maturefdt. 
« Cujus ad c<Mi{etvandam Memoriam 

"lUuftriff. Joannes, Cooits Exceftrenfis j 

♦« X Patronorum dptimus ) P. M. P. ^ ^ , < 

"" "Obiit Sept. I o. Annoqr Ugm» 1007. 
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Ov tbe South Side of the Communion-Table^ fies 
Mr. Antbowf FdmeryVfiih the following Infcription on^^^ 
|ii$ Grave-Stone. 

^[ Deo Optimo Animam nativo Cineri Corpus 
^^ Placidiifime reddidit. . 
*^ Ab Antiqua et Generola in Agr. Northamptonienfiy.. 
" Stirpe oriundus Antbmus Palmer Armigr. 21* Die: 
^Januarii, 

Both in the upper m oft Window of the QjiireoF 
this Church, as auo in many of the Windows> arid- 
Stone Work in the Body of the fame^ ftands the Pa-^ 
terpal Coat Armour of the Family of the Trigs^ viz. ^ 
My re, X Chevrons, Or ; between 3 Roies Argent : - 
Whereby we may fuppofe this Family have been ^ 
Benefadors to the laid Church. 

Theke is likewife the Coat Arriiour of thef7»- 
cents, which Family were ancient Lords ol^ B^r- 
;mci i The Arms are Azwe, 3 Greyhouttds,couped;< 
2 and I j. Or. 

Also the Arms of Mathew Pariery (ometxm^ 
Archbifhop of Ca/^f ^r^«ry, the Anns are Vert, three 
Coneys Argent, 2 and i, the fame impjEilied to the 
Arms of the Arch-BifliGpriclj. 

There is in the fame Windows,^att ancient Goat 
of Arms, attributed by fome Heralds to E- 
gbert zSaxoHKin^, the Field is 5^/>/f^r,ji Grofs 
Pattence Sol, which Ihows the Anti<}Ufty of 
this Church, which is in all Parts a regular and ele- 
gant Building ; at the Weft JEnd in the JLoft is placed 
an Organ : The Roof is exceeding neat, and the Pilw 
lars are fo lofty, and yet fa very fmall, that I ' 
queftion, wbether'any' Church in England has ever ' 
yet equaled it itt xhif ^aMcuIar*^ 

" ^ ' ^ chap: 
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CHAP. XL 

jin jiccount of Juch Monafieries^ Jtslun-- 
neries^ Schools^ and Hojfitalsy as have 
been founded in^ or near Stamford-Ba- 

MONASTERIES wcrc formerly the Schools of 
Sacred Literature/and other Difciplines, which 
were ufeful to the Church i and BHhops, and Paftors 
were taken from thence. There was' formerly m - 
Monafteries, a far difierent Way of Living, thafr thede '' 
now is : They lay on the Groimd, Water was their ' 
Ddnk, and Bread their Food, with Herbs and Roots, 
Oil and Pulfe: They forbore all more dainty Dier, 
and Care of the Body : By fueh Rudiments fhejr 
prepared themfehes for greater Duties; From hertce 
many great and excellent Men, have been called to - 
the EpiTcopal Office. This was praftifed in the Days 
of Auguflin^ for he fpeaking to the Monks of the 
Iflands of Capraia.- Epift* 28. fays, ffi ebdhvrt you ^ 
Brethren in the Jjord^ tttat you hoid your Purpoft^ and 
perfevere to the End; and if at any Jifne^ our Mother 
the Church Jhall require pur helping Ifand^ that yow 
neither etnbrace it z&ith a greedy Haughtineff^ nor re- 
fufe it with a felfifi. Sothfulnefs ; kut[ ^hat you may 
obey God with a nieel Heart. 

Tub firft Monts we read of, were in the middle ' 
of the third Century ; Men whom the Perfectitiortof 
the Heathen Emperors compelled to live in Dcfarts, and 
who being, by a long Courfe of Solitude, rendered 
not fo agreeaWe to^ Society^ chofe tbertrfore to coti- 
tinue in their Monateck ti^ay, e\raj after the truer 
Caufe of it ceafed. After this fmalL Ptcfetory Dif:^ 
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courfe of a Monaftkk-Life, I Hull proceed to give an 
Account of fuch as have been ere^ed here. 

St Leonard 5 Mtnafiery of Benedidlines, 

The firft of the religiousOrders* that -fettled here 
w^re the BenediBineSy whofe Rule was introduced 
into this Nation by Auguftin the Monk, in the Year 
of our Lord 596. The Founder of this Order was 
St. Bennety who in his own Life-tirae ereded 12 Mo- 
nafteries. The Monafticon does not mention this 
Houfe, nor is it in Mr. Willis's Hiftory of Abbies, fo 
atm, it feenis to have beep obfcure, or at leaft unfor- 
^ tunate in having all Memorials of it loft, fince fuch 

diligent Searchers in Antiquities have found nothing 
of it* The little that we have concerning it is as foC 
lows. At the Eaft End and near to Stamford/wzs 
an Houfe of Benediiiin Monks, founded and endow^ 
eci by JSJichqlas de Farnham Klhop of Durham^ in the 
Year 1247, it iad the Mariner of dutberfs-ree^ as * 
Part of its Pofleffions : It bad alfo the Advowfon of 
- St. Marys Redory near the Bridge ; which I fuppofe 
had. then fome Revenue belonging to it, tho' now it 
' has Jittle Jeft, hut a fmall Houfe i this was dedicat- 
ed to St. Leonard^ and belonged to the Church of 
Durham^ Part of the Chappel of this Religious Houfe 
I *. is iliir (landing, the Front appears now excedirig fine 

-^ -^ and curious. Reynerus fets the Value at the Diflb- 

lution at 36 1. and ;S)^^^ at 36 1. 17 s. 

The Mmafiery of Francilcans, or Friers- 
Minors, or Grey-Friers. 

•The Fw»«yc/i»r, wei* inftiluted,in the Year 120$,. 
by St. FranctTt who in ..his Life-time few Two Thou-., 
land five Hundred Convents of his own Monks. This 

Monaftery 
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Monaftery was feated a little. Way out pf Stamfordj 
6n the Eaft Side of it, and North of St. 'Leonard!^ 
Monaftery ; but when, pr by whona founded, I lia\re 
not been able to find, nor any other Particulars con- 
cerning the fame, befide what follows. In the Town 
Coffer of 5if^;)srf(y^ is preferved this Memorial ; that 
in the 48 Year: of King Edward 111.- William de 
Stone, Guardian of the Friers^Minorx^ and. tlie Con- 
vent of the fame in Stamford ; did make an Exchange 
of a Fountain at Stacyes-Milne^ called EJiwellJhevedf 
with the Town of Stamford; John Browne being then 
Aldermauy iQV another Fountain lying-in Emblir^s^ 
Qofe^)n{i oppofite to them, whereby the Wattr was 
conveyed to them by leaden Pipe?i at an eafy; 
Charge. Not many Years fince this was a neat 
Spring, but for Want of a little Care ft is now, 
deftroyed. > 

To this may be added the Surrender of this Mo- 
naftery, by the Guardian and Friers of the fame, taken 
from Fullers Hiftory of Abbies, P. 319, whb; 
quotes for it the Records of the Court of Aug^ 
mentation. 

The Surrender ' of ;k Wardai ^W Frier5> 
, of St. Francis in Stamford. 

For as much as the Wardeit and Freers ^6f thei 
HoufeofSt. Frances^mStamforde^ corneiiJy^callyd the! 
Gray-Freers> m.Stamforde^ in the Co«««;y ■ciyJLifp-^^ 
colne, doo profoundly confidcr, ^that the .Perfe6fcion^ 
of Chriftian Lyving do the ri6t ; confiftte' in the; 
doine Cerempnies^ weryipg of the gr^y: cCoofce^'. 
difgeafipg bui: f^ffe after ^ ftrJtftige ^Faliions; dok^^ 
ing and becTcyihg, mgurd^ng^ pur -felflfes with a? 
??T^? f^^ KtiqttS^ and other like Papistical Ce^ 
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Jr€monie$, wherein we have been mooft principsd- 
ly pra^iyced aqd tn\ffcly4 in Tinijes paft ; but the 
very tru Wsye to pleale God, and to live a tru 
Chriftian Man,' vsrythe owte all. Ypocrafie, and fay- 
ned DiflSmuiatiDn, is finceerly declayryd unto us by 
our Mafter Cbrj/le^ his Evangelifts and Apoftles. Be- 
ing mindyd hfereafte^r to followe die fama; confor- 
jnyng our iellfe xinto the Will anH Pkafure of ow. 
Supreme Hedde under God in Erthe, the Kings 
Majeilyej and not to follow henceforth the fuperftici* 
•cus Traditions of any Forincvncal Potentate, or 
Poore, withe mutual Aflent ano^^onfent ; doo fub^ 
mytt ovvr felffes unto the Mercy of owr faid So- 
Veraygne Lprde. And with mutual Affent and Con^. 
(ent ; do furrender, and yelde up unto the Hand of 
the fame, all owr faid Houfe of Saptt Frances ia 
Sr^^^^^^comenly cally'd the Grey-Freers in ^n^ 
fordej, with all Lands, Tenements^' Gardei}s> JWea- 
dows, Waters> Pondyards, Feedings,^ Psaftur^ Cb-^ 
mens. Rentes, Reveruons, and all other owr Intereft 
•Ryghtes, and Tythes, aperteygning unco the fame i 
tnoofte humbly befechyng his moofte Noble Grace,, 
to difpofe of us and of lie fame, as beft fchall 
ftdnde wythe Us. moft gracioufe Pleaftue. .And far-} 
ther, freely to graunt unto every one of us his Li- 
cence undre Wretyng and Seal, to change- om* Ha- 
hites into, fcc^lafc Fafeion, and to receive foch Man- ' 
nw: df /Civyrtgs a$^ other fecuiar Prieftes cdmenly^ be 
preferry'd ufiB»>k«v: A^ u^ all faytbjfully fchall pray 
unto Almighty God long to preferve his moofte 
ttdble Grace, .yvy the Encreaife of moche Felidtie 
apd Honor. 

- And ib Witnefs ;<rf;.all^ fih^jj^er^^tlit^ 
ks^ 'We thft faid^}. Wudoi^rmd] Coveii.t ofxH^:<^^ 
Freers in Stmford^y to ihefQ Prelents; bav^/p«t 
«ur Covent Seal, the yeght Day of OZMvey in 
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thj^tbeiYere.of (he Ra^ne of owre mdofte Sovf; 
nyne King Uefaj tlie yoigbt. *^ 

Faifum Johannes Schemy^ Gardian.' 

Per me Frmrm Johannem Robards^ 

Per tne Johannem Chadworth. 

Per me Richardum Pye. 

Per me Johannem Oarch. 

Per me Johannem ^oyte. 
r Per me ^ohannem Jar man. 
. T Per me ^ohannem long. 

Per ine Johannem LoveL 
' ' Per me Willielj?tum Tompfoni 

This is the Form of Refignation, as above quo- 
ted, wherein three Things occur worthy to be con-: 
fidered. Firfi, Whether this, and feveral other fuch 
like Refignations, were not entirely forged, without 
the Knowledge or Confent of anv of the Parties 
therein named. Secondly^ That if mch Perfons did 
fo far comply, as to fubfcribe fuch Refignations, it is 
almfoft out of Diipute, that they were compelled to 
it thro* Fear and Dread, ks well for their Reputation 
zs Life, well knowing that no Methods, tho* ever fo 
infambus, were fpared to defame them ; and that the 
King, who never fpar*d Man in his Wrath, or Wo- 
man in his Luft, would ufe no Moderation towards 
them, if they oppofed hinv. Thirdly , That it is 
ccitain there were very fewj Monafteries of Francif- 
cansy and particularly that of Stamford, (which is 
known to have been very large) that contained fo few 
as ten Friers, the Number as above j fo that it will 
appear, that if ever fuch Inftruments were fubfcribed 
at all, the fame \)va;? not done by one fourth Part of 
the Proprietors. Thefe Particulars are the more 
probable in the Francifcans^ becaufe all our Hiftorians ^ 

N "" agree,' 
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agriefc^ that they were the boW^ft ki omm^i^ j^g; 
Henry VIII. wherein they ont dkl all theRetigiflfui Oi:-. 
• ders, for which they wQre fuppreffed ; and evea 
before their total SuppreflGon, near two. Hutadred 
of them were tmprifoned in divers Parts tf En- 
gland. 

Monaftcry of Carmelites, or White- friers. 

The Carmelites were founded in the Tear i 122 
by Albert Patriarch of Jerufaletn^ who gathered to- 
gether fome Hermites that lived on Mount drmeh 
When Faleftine vyras taken by the Stfr^c^/,they flock- 
ed into Eurapi^ and came into England about the 
Year 12165^ and had for their General St.:Sy7npn 
^^ Stoct, fo called from his living in a hollow Tree. ' 
On the Eaft^ without Statnfordy and juft at the 
Eafl End of the Convent of the Francifcansy was fi- 
tuated a large Houfe of Carmelites^ or White^Ftierrt 
dcdkated to the Blefled Virgin Mary. It was foun- 
ded by the Bluci Prince's Confort, who was alfo inter- 
red here. It feems to have been a large and noble 
Stru<aure : The Gate of the outvvard Wall leading to 
it, is now (landing, having 3 Niches, wfrere 5 Sta-- 
tues feem to have ftood, and over them 5 Coits of 
Arms, that in the Middle was the Arm? of England' 
and France quartered ; but the two others on .the 
*#^ Sides of it, are fo defaced, that we cannot guefs what 
they were. This Convent was confirmed by King Ed- 
ward III, who lodged in it, and, in all Probability, • 
held a great Council (as Brady obferves In his Hifto-* 
ry Vol. 2. P. 21^) in this Place, Vvhen he was at 
Sta?nfard; and here gave Confirmation to the Priory 
oiNswftedy on the 25, of ^me;,^ \ 
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IWr. WilVt's fays no 4Tiore of k, ttari that Usaa, 
Gftnwent was furrendewd by the Prior the 8th ^Otfff^ 

Monaftejyo/Ddinittica«is, <?r Friers Trwc^, 
frj, or Black-Friers. 

; The Dominicam took their Rife in the Year 
1215, from St Dominici, and multiplied fo feft> that 
in; ihe §pac^ of 270 Years, the^ had 1 143 Convents. 

On the Ea(i Side o( Stamford^ a little to the 5iwr6 
B5^ of the Francifcamy the DommicanSf otherwife 
called Black or Preaching Frlerf, had ies^ted them*- 
felves. Their Convent took up a large Parcel of 
Growid^aiidfeenis to have been a confiderable Stru« 
^yre, but when, or by whom founded is uncertain; 
The* by Henry VIII. it was granted to RoJ^rt Butcher 
Gentleman, and David Vincenty unus Pagetiorum 
GUrderobei which Grant is jhow In the PolTeffion of 
Savil Oil/? Bfq; Samuel Cufi Efq; ^ Pinchbeci in 
the County of Limdn^ bought this Place of the 
liti\:s oi Robert Butcher y and David Vincent, in the 
Reign of K, ^ames L Upon his Deceafe it came to 
Richard his eldeft Son, who was- Member of Parlia- 
ment for this Corporation^ and created a Baronet by 
K. Gbayles H* From him it devolved to his Son Pfiry, 
who was Knighted, in the Life-time of his Father, by 
King William III. for his good Services in England 
and "hr eland. It is now turned into an Houfe, and is 
in die»Pi3(r6flrion oiSavil Cufi^ fecond Son to the ^ 
forefaid Sir Pury. ' 

Speed mentions two Houfes of Dominicans ad 
SM»«/(?rii the one he calls the Monaftery of St M^ 
chaeU without any Mention of the Founder; And 

N 2 gives 
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%vf^s the Valnation of it. Seventy tvvo' Pounds e|gb- 
teeir Shillings ten Pence Half-penny.' ' \^ 

The other he names St. Mary znd St JSTtcbtflaf^' 
and makes two ; 'viz. lalboisjpjaul of Af^ouiznA WiUiam 
de Romdra the Founders. The Valuation, Sixty five 
Pbunds, nineteen Shillings^ and nine Pence. . i^.. y 

Monaftery of Briers Eremites of St. Au- 

guftia. 

^' 

TvL'&r AugufiinVvi^rs derive their Original fron* 
the fame Perfbn with the Regular Canons of that 
Name3 they paffed from Italy into Englandy in the 
Year 1252. 

- At the Wejl End ot Stamford; )n{!t without- StJl 
Peter^s Gate^ on the left Hand, fi'ood the Monaftery oi 
Auguftin Friers founded by one Flemmingy a very ricb 
Man in Sta??if or d: TheCareof Finifhingit was commiti- 
ted to the Archdeacon of Richmond^ but there is no 
mention of any Date or other Particulars, tfanfwerable 
to the Circumference of one inclofed QrcMind, it 
was very large, being near a Quarter of a Mile in 
Length. The Ruins of it now ftandirig are venerable, 
and give a good Idea of its former Grandeur, of 
which the following is the beft Account I have yet 
feen, or have been aole to procure. 

This Friery has doubtlefs been a moft noble Fa- 
brick, as appears by the reriiaining Ruins, which have 
been carefully infpeded ; The U^efi Tront appears to 
have been 80 Yards long ; the South Front 80 Yards 
long ; the Chappel (landing on the North Side, may 
eafily be difcerned to have been 40 Yards long, and. 
20 Yards wide ; and the End of the Chappel weft-' 
ward, feems to have ranged along the Cloyflers ; 
which are of the fame Length and Breadth with the 
/ " eha{)pel. 
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, Cb25)p(E^;;l4V which Place lately digging to make' a 
Saw-pit, were found' the iSculls arid Bones of Mehf 
The Cbappel feems to range even with, / and joyn ta 
the Eafi. Eront, as the Cloyfters do to the Weft. The 
Eafi ^ront is alfo 80 Yards, j To that the whole is an 
entire Square, and fn the Middle^ thereof ^ry plain- 
ly appears a curious and com pleat Courts being ex- 
a^ly 30 Yards every Way^ the Stone Pillars and 
Window ( which the Reverend Mr. William Fofter 
fays he has feen dtig up in the Ruins ) render the 
Struifture very magnificent i^ and fome ot the RoomS,' 
whether for Conveniency or Curiofity, have been pa- 
ved with a fine Sort of glazed Tiles of different Co- 
lours ^ 2 Inches thick, and 9 Inchei Square, and from 

• Gomer to Corner 12 Inches ,- a whole Load of them 
"was found, as they lay on a paved Floor ,• and more 
might have been taken up, but that they were fpoiledi 
and fb not thought worth while. On the Weft Frpnt, 
at a fmall Diflance, there yet appears to have been a 
very curious Garden, as feems by the Degrees, which 
botn in Length, Breadth, and Afcent, were verycareful4 
ly, exadly, and proportionably made ; and the South 
F-ront, by the rifing of the Ground, affures us it was 
approached to by a, noble and gradual Afcent; the 
whole being inviron'd with a Stone Wall, near Haifa 
Mile about. The Situation as fweeti pleafant, and dew 
lightful, as if Nature here wanted no Affiftance from. 
Art : Which made one obferve on thefe Monks, 

They plant themfehes in fair eft Tlcisi 

tor Pafturey Woody and Spring ; 
No Grief or Care comer to their JLctsl 

When ' others fighy they Jmg: ^ 

Thb South and Weft Profpeds are ma^e agreeable 
by the Streams of the River Weknd^ and its moft rich 
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IBBdofthisJPricry^ Valo^^ tomtnbnly ti^, 

led PevtftererjrBedge^ where, according to Traditioi^, 
was fijrmerly a Street inhabiwd by l^ewtererrx Btit 
we have no other Authckity for it,, arid kt the fp^ 
End of this very -&irly appears the f(onian'Vi\^ Way^ 
About a Qiiarter of a Mile Ufeji. of this Ftiery, iftood 
a finall Village called Breadcr4jjt; which fome^arfe Off 
Opinipfi^ reived its Name from the feveral Baktts 
^nhalMa.ng;Fhe:fame 5 as appeared by fome old Writ: 
ingp.4n'*he,vEvidence Room of Mr. WilUdm J^vdbiP^ 
Ho^ital ifi Stamford: And nigh Breadcfoft was latc^ 
found a lar^e Stone Coffin^ which may bfe ftill ffeen 
ina-Clofe called /R^:?J^x-Q(>y^» without Sj. Qetnenft ^ 
Gatfis ^ i5-ufedjas a Trough to wat<r FTorfte^. T^lis ' 
AccJOunt is from the Manuicript above '^qr^dv and 
i;hey might be (landing when the fame wiisjwratefr: 
But at. this Time there is no fuch Remains, 

I Find no Priors of this Monaftery^ bu\ :oftly the 
lift of tliem^ which wass Richard Warner ; who With 
five ofbeBcethreft furrendercl this Qonvtvit b'^pbet 
6^f, ^9. Henry VIII. ThPs feems to havfc'tieein a 
* 4onfiderabk Monaftery, and confequently muft hav6 
had at that Time. many more than fix Friers, and 
tlterdfore it is pfobable^, th^t all the reft refylihg t6 
ftibniit CO 'tj*e^ Surrender, w^re turnd out, ahd.nO 
Mentionifftade ofihiWVy^o theEnd that it mig^t "fodk 
as if the Convent had confented, Which it is Well 
known was queftioned in moft other Monafteries* 

Dr. Stukeley-^n his Itineranium CurpfuM !^. 33. fays, 
that about 1708 a(Brafs Sea| was dugiijp in the^Oftleat 
Statnford of ihomas Btthop of ElphiUi . in Pofle'fifon of 
Halpb Madifon Efq;. This Seal was dug up in 
the aforemeh«on«d IVfonaftery, and is now in the PoC- 
feflSon of ^t)^ ( riot Fta^if ) Madman 'Eftj oS.KmprL 
in the County of^utlana. if is very finely "^Hgia- 

. ved, 
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ved^ ai^ has the iollowkg fokription voufid iti^ \Srw 
g^n^ Ihmim -Thome Dei Gratia Elfhimnfis Epif; 

jS- Trhry of St. Michat;L 

Ik the Re^n of King Henry 11. William Biiho(^ 
of Teterboifoughy built a Monaftery of Nups, in Ho- 
nour of God and' St. Michael; and brough^t into it 40 
Nung Bvin^-'reMgfoufly and regularly ^t Stamford: And; 
l^chis Grant gavfe them for ever the Ch.urch^ of St. 
Michael, with all its PpflfeflGons. 

King J^hn confirm^ this Grant. Lucjy^ the Wife 
di WUjlkm Humet, beflow'd on it half a Mark o£ 
Sthrer yeariy, charg'd upon her Lands at Bredd^ 
crofu ... 

ifHi Priorefe and Nuns of this Monafteifyi by 
their Aft and Deed, acknowledge their Subjeftion 
to the Abbot of St. Peter at Peterborough ; that their 
Prior, who had Charge of their Affairs, was to be * 
dacM and difplac'd by the faid Abbot, no Priorefs to' 
be chofen without his Leave, and he to difpofe of 
their Revenues during any Vacancy, and the Mona- 
fteryto be entirely at his Difpofal, and to pay him a 
Mark yearly as an Acknowledgment. 

The Names of ther Colleges that zvere at 
Stamford. 

First, Semprmghdm-Jiall in St. P^/^r's Parilh;. 
This was founded by Robert Luterel^ Reftpr of /r/^- 
ham^ who gave Lands and Tenements, in the Towns 
of Ketton^ Cotifmore^ and Cafterton in the County of 
Rutland^ and a large Houfe^ and' |Lrands in Stamford ; 
tp maintain three Chaplains to f{iy Mji& for his Soul, 

one 



Digitized by 



Google 



.0 T'k Hi ST oJfcT , 

one in the Parifli <:*urch o£ St. 4iuirew ai Imhdm; 
one in the Chappel of St. M017 Benexfferi, and 
one in thp Conventual Church of Sfwipr/agJbuOT. AJl 
the reft he gave for the Support of a Schopl at Stam. 
ford, wherein Yomh'were taught Divinfty, and Philo- 
.f(^hy for the Increafe of the Number of the Convent 
u Sempringham. ^ohnDaldedr/t B^SiOp of Umotn^ 
confirm'd to ^he Monaftery o( Setnpringbam, the Dc^ . 
nation of the aforefaid Robert LMterel; and, in the Yeat: 
13b J ailow'd them the Ufe of St. ALir/s Cburdi, for 
Divine Service. The Front of the Houfe Is now 
Handing, and carries with it the Appearance of an old 
Coll^iate Building, , Sempringbam was famous for 
,^ die Holy Order of the G/ii^rif/«^f. inftituted by one 
(Albert Lord of the Place, by the; Authority of.- Epgfi' 
ttius the third. Pope of Rome in the Year i 148 (alrfio' 
contrary to the Conftitution of JMnian^ who forbad 
all double Monafteries, that is,, o/^Men and Women 
promifcuoufly ) introduced an brder of Men and Wo- 
men which enaeafed to that Degree, that he founded 
J 3 Convents out of it, and Jived to fee 700 Gilber- 
tine Friers, and iioo Sifters. 

Secondly, Over againft M-SainU Church, on the 
South Side ftands an ancient Building call'd formerly 
t Black-Han. J Bifld-Hb//. Mt.J^ood fays, thejre was a Kitchen, tlm 
gave evident Marks of Antiquity. The Shape of the 
Windows, and Parlour ihovv it not to be of common 
Ufe. 
♦BmBtt-Nofe. THIRDLY, * BrazefhNofe, which is ftill remaining 
near PauPs^Gate, That there was a Refacaory, or Hall 
here in Mx.ff^ood's Time, is plain jbut it is now pull'd 
downand turn'd inta aCliarity School: Nothing of An- 
tiquities remaining, but the Brazen-Nofe on the Door, 
Yet by whoni it was built, or to what Convent it be- 
long'd, we have no Records left to fliow. It was here* 
in£i/i»tfr</the diird'sTimet Forone of thofe that were 

return 4 
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rettirnM by the Jury, for keeping up Univerfity Ex- 
ercifes, after they had been enjoynM the contrary by 
the King, was Pinlip the Obfervator, or Afoniciple of 
Brasxrt'Nofe, 

Fdohthly, In St. Mflrjr's Stamfordt there is an 
Inn called the f Oid-Swan, which common Fame %^ f oid-Swu; 
ft-ms to have been a Gollegc. 

F IF T H L y^ An Houfe ftanding full Eaft of the Parfo- 
nage Houfe of St.Geor^'Si where was a School of CoT' 
tneUtest or White Friers j Tho' Mr. Wood could not 
tell any more of it, than that it was a College* for 
Want of Records. 

Sixthly, There did lately run along the South 
Side of St. George^ s Church, the Length ofthe Street 
a Building -very like the old Halls in Oxford i and 
while it fiood entire, the arch*d Doors and Windows 
after the ancient Form, plainly ihew'd it an Hoi^ 9f 
Learning. 

Stamford Islunnery, 

. William Loftgvale gjive to the Nunis of thei»; 
vocation of St. Michael che Archangel, the Church of 
St. Clement o( Stataford ; Acbard Stamford that oi jVU 
Saints in the fame Place ,* Richard Humet that of St. 
Andrew, fliU in the fame Place. 

William Abbot of P^/frW^i^ that of St. Mar- 
tin in the fame Place> confirm*d by Olii3er Biihop of 
IJncdn i Roger Torpel one third ofthe Church of St. 
^ohn E'vangelift at Corby j Mimd Diva another third 
Part of the bid Church, both confirmed by Hugh Bi- 
ihop of Lincoln, and the latter by Maud's Son Ralph, 
WilUam Abbot of Peterburgh the Church o£Tht^byi 
Afctlina Waterville Half the Cbappel of L^ton, and 
William Earl Warren 40 s. yearly of the Mill of 
Wahfield, 
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- - ; St. J<M BaptiftV Hoptdk • -{ 

twE Cjwter of'thp 33d, of iOng H^wy . illV 
recites that ,oF^ King Richard I. of the firft Vear of I»i? 
B.eign, copfirming to this Hofpital oi §t. -^o^ fiftp- 
ttjiy.ind St. Thomas tlie. Martyr,- all the I^n4« §tPi • 
given tliem by one ifyjyar*/ the Founder,or any^^p* 
The feme is again confirmed by the' Bull of Pqpe • 
Alemndety which ohfecves thai the Hofpital fto^d Wk ^ 
tie So^th End oi Stfimf&rd Bridge. 

Ncwftcde Hofpital, near St^iiifordv ' . 

William D' /Itibigny the third, gave to this Hot 
pttal of the Invocation of the Blefi^ Virgin of his,v 
own Foundation, (and feaied'at the Bridg'e ofW'^/} be- 
tween Stamford and Offington, the Place wberp the - 
Chaj^iofthe Biefled Virgin Mary flood, with the 
Gourt adjoyning ) the Mill, at Offington, with other 
Lands particularly defcribed in his Deed, i as alfo the - 
Tiihe of all the Bread of his Houfe. H^ likewife - 
ordain d that the Mafler of the Hofpital ihould be a . 
Prieft and Canon-Regular, and to nave anotliif ba- 
rton with hini to fay Mafs for the Living and the 
Dead> with proper Minifters to affift them j that 7- - 
infirm Poor Perfbns ihould be maintained out of the • 
Revenues of the Hofpital, allowing them neceflary 
Food and CJoathing, with 7 Beds for th^rti t6 lie-in,; 
and t^U Things thereuritb belonging j and in cafe the • 
Revenues fliould increafe, the Nimiber of Poor alfo 
to be augmented. By another Deed the faid Feun*- 
der confirmed' his fovmer, and added other Donatiotis^ 
ordainij^, tliat there O»ould be i ^riefts, one ofthetii 
tp lay Mais ' every Day for the Dead, and the other 

- according to the 'T,\\a& j as ^Ifo one Deacon, dnd one 
Glerk to feiye the faid.PneftSa and 13 Beds for the 
Poor. . 

WiLLIAM: 
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'Btfier's (irants by patf licwlai* tfcW* j as <i|W ^mg Ed^ 
xharcf Iff. m the eleventh^ Year of hfe ketgn^ reciting 
iri his Charter all the pailficular l)oRat!iions : The V*- 

•^lue of it at itsr Diflfolmion waV 4*1. 1 s. 3 d» 

Tho'' it may now. feem btit a fifiall Suita to m^kt^ 
tain fucft a' great Number of P6rfons» as were ufual- 
ly in thefe MoAafteries and Schools j yet if Weeonfi- 

-oer, the Value of Money in thde Days, our Wonder 
will: foon ceafe. In the Reign of f Henry VH. the ^y'lJ^Sfai^ 
Wages of a • fiiiy-Maker v^as fettled at one Penny 
the Day, and in the Reign of* jHemj VIII. it never t vid. ^.Hen. 
exceeded 2 Half Pence, whereas now it is 12 Pence. Y"^/°^«- . 



chap: XII. 

eyin ^ccQunt of Willisim Brown j. Lord 
^urghleyV, tf»« Thomas Truefdale*j i/oj- 
fimsy to which is Jubpined^ an Account 
of the Spiming- School J erecied hy the Cor- 
poratiort. 

^HiJ{ $ Hofpitil hath a noble Foundation, and ^BrowntHof- 
greatly elxcells all thofe which are now fettled P'^*^- 
at Stamford; biit it hath fliared in the Misfortunes of 
the other religious Houfesof this Place: The Kna- 
very of fome of the Wardens, to advance their owh 
Iiitereft, hath robb'd the Poor of their Pay, deftroyed 
the Recbrds, and ftript the Hoiife of its Ornaments 
and Jewels: But it muft be mentioned, for the Ho^ 
npur, and Credit of the prefent Gentleman con- 
c4rn*d, it is now, qnce more brought into a flouriflung 
State ; the Statutes are regularly obferved, and die Pay 
tt) each of the Poor is 2 s. 6d, weekly i which is 20. 

' O a ' more 1 ^ 
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more tiluin k was fomettmefifice* The Warden fats 
a aeat convenient Ifoufe for his own Ufe > the Con^ 
frater bis' an Appartmem to bimfelf ; the ii Poor 
have each ^ dlikind Room> and a large Kitchen ia 
common : At the End of the Poor's Rooms .is a neat 
Chaj^lj where Prayers are read twice a Day ; except 
thofe Day s> when they are at the Church oi Atl^ 
Saints: Over the Poor's Rooms is a large Audit Room. 
The Paintings inGlafs are here^as well as in the Chap- 
pel, very fine and curious* This Warden hath a Sa- 
lai:y of 24 1. yearly and the Confrater 20 1. 

The Fabrick of thisHoufe, with the Chappel an- 
nexeda were built by William Browne Citizen oiStam 
fordy and Mercljjint of the Staple ofCalis^ in the Be- 
ginning of the Reign of Richard the third $ from 
whom he procured Letters Patents for himfelf, or his 
Executors, to found this Houfe: And to that End 
fettled Lands in Truft, before his Deceafe, for the 
Maintenance of two fecular Priefts ,• the one to be cal- 
led the WWf;/, the other the Confrater of the faid 
Hofpital ; to celebrate divine Service in the Chappel 
aforefaidj daily for ever : And ten poor Men, and 
two. poor Women unmarried, to cohabit in the faid 
Houfe, under the Government of the faid Warden. 
But William Browne dying before it was finiflied, left 
it to his Executor Mr. Thojnas Stole Onon of IWJ, . 
Chaplain to the Ld» High Chancellor of £72g/^»^, 
and Brother to Margaret Browne Relift of the laid 
William Browne^ to finifti itj who performed his Truft 
with great Fidelity ; For he procured at his own Coft 
new Letters Patents, from Benry VII. fo incorporate 
this Houfe, and fettle the Lands left by William 
Browne^ to . be called the Hofpital of William 
hnwneyiov the Ufes aforeiaid * He alfo made many 
wholefome Conftitutions, called the Statutes^ for the 
better Government of the Hofpital., The aforefaid 
William Browne left Lands in the County of Lincoln^ 
n^iz. the Mannor of Swafield^ the Mannor of North. 
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V^itham^ynth 6$ Acres of Wood-Land for the Ufe 
Off the Houfe ; Several Lands in Scmh^Withum^ Tbw- 
fordy Woolftlnnfey WittJtJmpey-Barholm, Coitersworthy 
Cddle-bithapfj Lawmborpey taribyy and Stamford : In 
the County of Northatnptm^ feveral Farms, and Tene- 
ments,- in Eaftofiy Bamaciy Vfilcotty Pilfgatey St. Mar^ 
tinsy Wotharpey and Vfatinington : In the County of 
Rutlandy Nortb-Luffenbamy Scultbortiy Strettmy Stret^ 
ton-Stohn, Thiftletony Efindine : In tne County of L^i- 
ceftefy Steynby. 

On the 2 2d, Day oi^ December 14^4, the Chanpel 
was confecrated to Divine Service, by Jobn Bimop. 
oiUncolniznd dedicated to the moid glorious Virgitty 
and All-Saints. 

In thfe Reign of King Jainef L certain- covetous 
minded Perfon%6nding fome Flaws^ and rmperfe<5lions 
in the Foundation of toe Houfe^ endeavoured to con- 
vert the Lands to their own private Ufe i but that - 
charitable Prince, was fo far from complying 
with their greedy Defires, that out of his gracious ^ 
Difpofition, he new founded the laid Hofpitaf; and 
by his Royal Charter, bearing Date the 4th, oiMayy 
in the eighth Year of his Reign ; fettled all the Lands ^ 
given by the moft bountifol Founder,- granted and 
enlarged all the Privileges, and Immunities, which 
were granted, by his moft noble Progenitor Henry : 
VII. only, that the Houfe fliould be called die Hbf- 
pital of WiUia?n BrownCy of the Foundation of King 
^ames. He alfo appointed that this Corporation fhould 
cpniift of two Chaplains to celebrate Divine Service ; 
one tote called Cu(ios Domusy the other Cojrfrdter: 
And 1 2 Poor to live under the Government of the faid 
Warden : At the fame Time he prefented the Hof- 
pital with his Pidkure, which is now fixM at the Eaft 
End of the Audit Room ; By Virtue of this Charter, 
they are incorporated as a Body ; and have a Power 
to fue, and be fued^ and have a common Seal, which 

.dby^oogli; 
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^y naiiy baafc.at^e£^ijye : Tbfe Seal^ which Uiiow 
ufed by the vBdufe^ has the fbUowiog Infcripti- 
on on k: Si^iUum Domus Eleemofynarm '^iJiieUm 
j^oune de Staunford^ Part of the Cbappel ftands in 
the Parifh of St. MkhaeLyZv^ the Governors have co« 
yenanted with the Vicar -of the fame to pay him 64^ 

^ d* a Year to qui^ them of all Parochial Demands^ 

In the Cloifters againft the Wall (as we go. \^ 

the StairS'to the Audio-Rooni) is &fd engrayed ona 

^ Brafs-Plate the following Verfes. 

Uw fuyva StfU^ra r^inens HaHitavala plmtj ' ^ 
Sitpemanfum prTeTfrpora longa futUra. 
i>€bitibus fie et Senibur fuit Jd^uata ; 
Pauperibus non Dmtibus Domus ijia beata. 
Ham qui funda^vit^ dotavit^ pefpetiuavir^ 
Crimina Cum duvitjuacfedimm omnrafa'iihi 
Con fir u^ or hujusy PatriieVecmUr&is et hujur; ' 
■ WtlUdms diet us tunc Brotvne heu ! jam' necc 'oiffm^ 
Sit Domus ifta Precum^ aut hat mea non' reputetur^ 
Sic baptizetur^t Domus IJtd Precum. ' ' ' 

William Lord Burghley Lottl High Treafiiret 
of Englandj after he had finiflied his (lately Houfe Of 

leyvk^Sfc^ ^^- Martins Stam^ 

fard-Baron^in the Yeiv J $p J J and endowed it with 
loo 1. yearly, iffoing out of the Lands of Qiff-Parij 
in the County of Northampton : This is to be era*- 
ployed in the Maintenance of a U^arden^Sind 12 poor 
Meoi The Warden is to be allowed .3 Shillings a 
Week, and the 12 poor Meoi each of them 2 s. ^d. 
The Houfe IS to be. repaired out of the faid loo L 
a Year,- and the Warden, «nd twelve Poor are to 
have every Year a new Gown, and eacJiof them a 
Load of Wood; and if, after this Proven is made^ 
any/Overplus remains, it is to go towards the Maim 
tenance of fuch poor Prifoner^ as Ihall be in the 
'Q&iioi Siairtfard ^ 

^ ^ Thomas 
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' TkoHAs BJtia Stewed to xhefuA Lord Bur-^ . 
ghley^ gave a Rent Charge of i5 J. for Tever ifluing 
out of his Lands, and Tenements in Grantham fica 
for the Maimenai^ce of two poor. Women, to b,e 
Nurfes to (he poor Men m tue afon^aid HoipitaL; 
the Women to have 3 s. a Piece weekly, and the 
Jtemainder to be equally divided, amongft the War^ 
din^znd the other xi poor Men, for their better 
Maintenance. Upoij the Death of any the faid Poor, 
The afprefiiid William Lord B&rghley made Ordinan- 
ces, That., upotj- the Death, &c. the firil five of the 
thirteen Poor, IhaU be namedj chofen, and admitted ^ 
alvray^ by the faid Lord Burghleyy during his Life; . 
and afterwards by his Heir-Male, that ftwll be Ovv- 
^i ,of bis Houfe,and Lord of Burghley ; the Fotemoft 
of the faid five fliallbe called ^^ Warden of the . 
Alais-Hoflfe of the. Lord Burgbley. . . 

THEtpiejct four, which are the fixth, feventh, eighth, 
and ninth, ihall be named and admitted by the VI- 
. cat of Str^ Martinsi for the Time being,- and the hay^ " 
Uff of the Mannor of 5if^;^r^^B^r^« in' the County 
pi 'Northampton; and tlie eldeft Q)urth4Varden of St. 
ManinSy^iXid by them that IhaU be Dwellers in the 
iVS^»»^ry (other wife called St. Michaers) and in the Inn ^ 
£alled th^ George of Stamford-Baron^ or by the greater 
^Number of them. 

, THi^laff four, ws. The tenth,;€leventh,twelftb,and 
thirteenth. Shall be nanwd, and admitted, by him tliat 
fliail for the Time being, be Aldev^nan for the Borough 
of StOfnford in the County of Lincoln^ and by ihe R^ 
gorder in that Town^ theS/^z«wrrf and Rjy/i^ of the 
faid Mannor ofStamfordy or the major Part of them, 
whereof the Alderman to b^ one. 
^ In the Year of our Lord 1700, Jhomas Tmefdale 
Gentleman, did by his laft Will give a "^ Meiffuage inJ^J'^li^'^''®^^^ 
Scotgate itiStafnford^ to be made into convenient lit- ^^^**' 
tie Room^ for Habitations for fix andcnt poor Men, 
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as ihall be Inhabitants of the VaviSKs^of AllrSaintfy and 
• St. Johns in Stamford ; each of which Perfons to 
receive weekly 2 s. 6 d. and a Cloth Gown^ or Suit 
of Cloth yearly : And for the due Payment of this, 
he gave to Mr. William barhr^ ChdrUs Titlej^ J^^ 
Evans, and John Palmer^ and to their Heirs and Af- 
figns i all that, his Mannor or Farm with the A^ 
purtenancesj fituate in Mortony m die County of Lin- 
coln^ and all Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments 
thereunto belonj^ing ; and alfo, all that his Re^oiy 
or Parfonage ot B^/?();>, in the County of Lincoln^ 
with all Tithes, and other Profiis to the fame belong, 
ipp ; and alfo all that his Meffu^ge, Melting-Office, 
Edifices and Buildings, with ^ Aaes of Land thereun- 
to belonging in Scot- gate in Stamford for ever; nc- 
veirthelefs, upon the Trufts ipecified. Upon the 
Death of any of thefe poor Men, or a Vacancy from 
Mifdemeanors, the aforefaid Truftees have Power to 
nominate other like poor Men Inhabitants of the a- 
fbrefeid Pariflies : Tne Refidue and Overplus of the 
Rents %nd Profits of the aforefaid Lands and Tene-^ 
ments, is to be laid out in keeping the Premifes in 
jfufficient Repair, and to buy Fuel yearly, for the afore- 
faid fix poor Men : Thefe Truftees, are obliged by 
the faid Will, to give a juft Account on every Eafter^ 
Monday, unto the Mayor o£ Stamfords riie ReStors of 
AU-SaintSy and St. J6hh\ and the Warden of Mr. 
Browns Hofpital, and their Succeflbrs for the Time 
♦being; and upon their Refiifal, or Negled to give 
'"ich Account as aforefaid, or Failure in the due Perform 
lance of^he Truft reposed in them in this' Behalf, 
i the judgment of the -1L2 Aldermen of the Town of 
lamfordy or the greater Number of them; certified 
nder their Hands and Seals ,• then in fuch Cafe, his 
rift to Mr. William Barker^ &c. Ihall be from thenc6 
^nh void J and placed In the Hands of the Mayor 
leilors of All-Saint f^ and St. John\ and Warden 0/ 
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Mr* Browns Hofpital, for the Time belngi aa4 their 
Succeffors upon the Trufts ^forefaid. 

^n jiccount .of the -Charity School. , 

The. Magiftrates of this Corporation beihg fenfiblei 
that the great DilTolutenefs of Manners, which fo 
vifibly abounds among the poorer Sort of People ,- is 
chiefly owing either to the Negled^ or Inability of 
Parents, to educate ^d inftru^ them in the Know- 
ledge of our holy Religion ,- <iid therefore think them- 
felves in Duty bound to^prevent, and remedy for the 
Future, as much as ^n them lay, thofe great Inconveni- 
ences, which muft neceifarily attend Profanene fs and 
Immorality : In Order thereto, they did in the Year 
1704, fet up ^Charity School: Alfigning for that Pur- 
fofey a large Houfe. belonging 10 the Corporation, 
caird tlie Brazen-Noje Ccllegey having been then but 
lately rebuilt ;; in which a great many poor Children 
have been fince conftantly employed in Spinning, and 
withal taught to Read^ and inftruded in Religion^ 
Tfalmody^^ Jvritmg, &c. as far as the Circumftan- 
ces-of the Children and School will admit.. 

This Undertaking, however decried byfome, hath, 
by God's Bkffings, hitherto proved fuccesful ; and 
met with fuitable Encouragement from many fionou- 
rable and worthy Perfons. And we muft uill hope, 
tho' its Enemies are many ; that a Defign fo pioufly 
begun, and fo highly beneficial to the Puplick, as well 
' as the Poor themfelves, will always recommend it felf 
> to theiedous Regard, of .charitable, and well difpofed 
Perfons, and that all fuch will chearfuUy contribute 
towards the Continuance aiid Enlargement thereof. 
The Corporation, befides the Alfignment of the 
aforefaid Houfe^ and keeping it in Repair, gave 20 1. 
a Year out of the Town Stock, for three Years ; The 
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Right Hon. the IpatJ of Exeter gjve ii5 1. oi s." bis'^.' 

The R. Hon. the E. ofNottin^am to oo oo 

The HonoMuhle; William Cecil - . lo 

Cbarffx »!»t« Efq J • - - lo, 

Sk Edmund TuYner - - - lo 

Dr. John Sharps late JV. Bt&op of Tori i6 

•ThelateEtrl of Gtf/w^orot» - - lo 

John Browne of lolthorp Efq^j - loo 

Dr. Frederick S/fjr i?, out of the > 

~ Eftate of Jofeph Neat E-fg j de- > 200 : 

vHcd for charitable Ur^s > 

' WchdrdhrocJchfl^:, Cierk :^ - 100 
Sir Thomas Tivllafe o^Cafwick - 47 
TAx Edward Greaves - - - 10 

^%J?1a "^T '7'^ Mrs. JS^^n 5p -0 00 
Vfalburgb gave J -? ; 

And Mrs. VliHs of £«ft>» - - lop. 00. 00 
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^\" tr» Some of which Perfons, fcjelicles the Benefefti- 

^' ens abovementioned, fubfctibed yearly^ $js follows^ 

! The Honourable William Cecil 

Charles Bertie, Efq; 
S\x Edmund burner • - 
Sir Thorns Trcitt(Jp /- 

Several other nct^hbotsrrmg . tjentfemea and 
Ctergy-Men, as well as Inhabitants of the Town, have 
from Time to Time, contribmed very freely, actd 
generoufly .towards the Support of the faid SchoQl. 

This Foundation is for^ 24 Children, who aM 
wholly maintained and lodged in the Schoofj befideii 
, others that come daily to learn to fprn and f ead there j 
which Advantage lies open-to all the Poor in the 
. Town and Neighbourhood, .an5 is denied to none that 
vviH mike Ufe of it ,• there is a Miftrefs, and a Br- 
yant refident to teach themV what is proper to make 
• ' ^ ./-^ tlie 
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tht GtnU^ood.Sefyaou; ^ Sfmmgy Knktii^) Sew- 
l<ig,&c. Arid, a Mafter attends djiHy/to imprqiiie' .'^'^ 
'the Boys in Writing, Staging of Plalms, and 
Afxouots > who likewife uk^s an Account ^ 
the Children's Work and Behaviour j reads Prayer^ . 

and Catechizes them. Therms ^rc 3 Stewards appo&i^ ^ 

tfid .at their Annual Meeting to (upierint-etid the Whole> 
wfio bavA a great Power lodgM in thepi : And two • 

Auditors to inype^ their Accoimts, wliicli are (to l« 
Jaid before them, four Days or, more before tlie An- 
'ffluaf Meeting; And an i^otheca^ is defifed cori- 
Aajatly tp attend when any are ^ckj anfl provide iuc^ 
' Medickies, as fiuU be judged Suitable to their pt^m 
ExjgeqKries : The Stewards arechofen by the Truftees ; 
and arty oneXubfcribing to $. 4 Year, Is always quai- 
led ta a6k as a Truftee. 

These CharM)ie Contributions, 9ne would thjnki 
feouTd at Jeaft filence the Clamours of covetous and 
ill di^ioTed Perfons,.if they caooot provofce them to 
good Deeds; For this muft bje owned tp be one o^ ^/ ^ 
the great eft Charities in Life, as it fo early -tiri^'ures 

. the Wnd with Religion, ^nd iay^ a FoutMiation for 
future Happinefs : The Hungred do here find Meat, . 
the Thirfly-4iave here to Drink, the Naked are clo- 
thed, the Snanger is taken in, and the Sick vifit^d : 
Fut fuch hasroeen the A ff u r a a c e -of iot^ -Perfofts, ^at ^ x. 
they have reprefented this uieful, this advantagious 
Charity, as upoti the Brink, ^ Precipice of Deftruftion. 
If this was the Cafe, as God be tnanked it ii not i 
it Would be highly becoming thofe great Ite- 

;^formers, to offer their Afliftance to ftop that Inunda- 
tion of Corruption, they think is fo likely to deftroy 
it: Let but thofe Perfons qualifie themfeives for 
Truftees, and they will be heard with the greateft 
Regard and Thankfulnefs j and I will venture to fay 
(for I now fpeak froAi Knowledge) no one Inftltuti- 
on can be managed with greater Impartiality and Ju- 

P> .' . ftice^ , 
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. dice: ^nd Ilio^ it plainly afpe^ris taflU'^ttfrejudked 
* PerioDs, thattheManagettiewtof tbisScbbc^, is purmtio 
. the eafieft and beft MerHod. And *iince thpfe Gen- 
tlemen, who have fo largely, and ftill conftantly 
contribute, are fally fatisfied,' rfiat .every Thing- is 
done with the greaieft Decency^ «hd Cortnyenknce i 
Thofe who' take Mattery tip only fr»m' ftearfay, fince 
th6y will not commend, I think, at leaft, oBght not to 
tondemn. But it is very poffiWe, fuch Perfons Dif- 
cotrfeSjCan be for no other Defign, than to leflen the 
|)ious Intentions of thofe Gentlemen, who hav-e been 
fo kind, asto take the Management of this i^ilirt^nt; 
^Affair upon them. But if we cpnfider ■|J|a3?^is the 
Caufe of God> and the Welfare of th«r 'Fellow 
Creatures, they are' promding, they ctoght In tHfe 
■ ^eateft Degree to have«pur ThaiKs for theDr Care 
and Diligence, in tarrying on To laudable a Defign,"" 
and not be condemned for their publick .Spirit: But ' 
thefe Reformers are very for from being thie Per-' 
ifons they would appear to be, haf dly any -one of 
them, having ever yet contributed in thfe leaft to this 
|>ious Inftttutioo, either by-t^ir' Purfe or Advice. 
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